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Tothe Reader. 


Doo heere preſent vnto thy 
> | | fauourable view (molt curte- 
2)| ous and gentle Reader) this 
Pamphlet, which wanting a 
particular Patron, commeth 
(as it were) a begging vnto 
I thee, for no leſle then thy 
| whole ſelfe, and that chic fly 
for thine owne good. The way to protect it, is to 
direct thy life by it, & co ſuffer it to poſſeſſe thee, 
aſſoone as thou haſt poſſeſt it: which if thou be 

fo happie to accompliſn, it will teach thee to win 

Loue by feare: Life by death: yea, euerlaſting 

happineſſe, by the tranſitorie troubles of this 

wretched world. And to giue it iuſt praiſe, in a 

word, it is a worke of the learned and ſpirituall 
Granado, aptly tranſlated by a vertuous Gentle- 
man, into our Engliſh, 
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Lamentationes. 
5 

Let Dread of paine for ſinne in after time, 

Let Shame to ſee thy ſelfe enſnared ſoe, .. 

Let Greefe concemed for foule accur/ed crime, 

Let Hate of ſinne the worker of thy woe. (enforce, 
With Dread, with. Shame, with Greefe with Hate 
To deawe the cheeks with teares of deep remorce. 

| Carmen. 

So Hate of ſine ſhall make Gods Lone to grow, 

So Greefe ſhall harbour Hope within thy hart: 

So Dread ſpall cauſe the flood of Toy to flow : 
So Shame ſhall ſend ſweete Solace to thy ſmart. 
So Loue,fo Hope, ſo Toy,ſo Solace ſweete, 
Shall makg thy ſoule in heauemiy bliſſe to fleete. 
„ | 


#Yoe where no Hate doth no ſuch Laus allure, 

Woe where ſuch Greefe makes no ſuch Hope proceed: 

Woe where ſuch Dread doth no ſuch Toy procure, 

Woe where ſuch Shame doth no ſuch Solace breed. 
Wo where no Hate, no Greefe,no Dread,no Shame 
No Lone, no Hope, no Toy no Solace frame. 


Non tardes conuerti ad Deum. 


A bref Treatiſe, 
exhorting ſinnerstorepentance, 


conmonty called, The Conuer- 
ion of a finner. 


The Argument. 


| © Sinners are commonly conerted to God, 
through feare and dread. Who if they read 
and well weigh holy writ, would tremble 
Q qualę, conſidering the iminent perils 
wherein they dwell and would diuert from 
their wicked wayes,to the path of perfecti- 
on, thereby the better to ridde themſelues 
fromthe gnawing gripes of a giltie conſti= 
ence,and dreadful torments due unto fin, 
which otherwiſe God threateneth vppon 
them. 
| The firſt Chapter. 


| C reade in the vi⸗ 
{ uine Scriptures , 
C/{\ | God, befoze he 
F defaced 4 bvtterlyp 
©A raſed the Citis of 

5x | Hernſals, by Na- 
buchodlono xor king 
of Babylon, ſapd 
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The Conuerſion 
to the Pꝛophet Teremie in this wiſe: 
Take a boke not watten in befoze, 
and waite therein, that which J haue 
ſaid vnto thee , againſt luda, and as 
gainſt Iſrael, from the firſt day J began 
to taike with thee, euen vntill this pꝛe⸗ 
ſenf day, and publiſh it in the pꝛeſence 
ok ali the people, thereby to pꝛoue, whe⸗ 
ther this Nation vnderſtanding the 
manifold miſeries J minde to bꝛing vp⸗ 
on thẽ, will reuolt from their iniquities, 
that in ſo doing, J may haue compal⸗ 
ſion vppon them, pardon their offences, 
and ceaſe to exerciſe the whippe of my 
w2ath which J haue alreadie pꝛepared. 
The Scripture addeth further, that Ba- 
ruch, Scribe to this Pꝛophet, pꝛonoun⸗ 
ting that which hee had wꝛitten, in the 
open audience t aſſembly of the people 
and Pꝛinces, ſuch hozrour and feare fell 
amongſt them, that as me amazed, each 
beheld others, conſidering the heapes ol 
woes and wzetchednefſe which then 
was vttered befoze them. 
This is the way (gentle Reader) that 
God then pꝛactiſed, and hath don many 
times 


ofa Sinuer. 2 
times fince,to daunt mens hearts, and 
violently to wꝛeſt them from their wic; 
kedneſſe, as the moſt efFectuall and fo2- 
cible meanes that may bee founde to 
that purpole , Fo2 ſuch and ſo great 
are the things which the Scripturcs 
and our fayth dayhe tclleth vs in the fas 
nour of vertue, and haired of vice, that 
ik men would reade them attentiuelp, 
and ponder them aduiſedly, there is no 
doubt but their hearts would relent, 
and their fleſh tremble thercat , conſis 
dering the dzeadfull daungers wherein 
they dwell . Mhereloꝛe the cheeiclt 


thing that the Pꝛophet deſired aboue Deut. 2 


all others, foz the redꝛeſſe ofthis vncu⸗ 
rable maladie, was this, when her ſat: 
J would G O D this ſenſeleſſe genes 
ration which are vtterlye deuoyde of 
coumſell, did know, and thꝛoughly fe2c- 
ſe what will happen vpon them, which 
ilthey did (as in dutie they are bound to 
doo) they could not poſſibly pꝛocecde oꝛ 

cõtinue longer in their ſo croked courſe 


ol lite. But they are all ſunke in the vile 


linke of ſenſuall delights ; ſome hunt 
— 34 aw 
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The Conuerſion 


after honours , ſome foz high pꝛomoli⸗ 


ons and dignities, others beafingtheyz 
bꝛapnes day and night how to cloath 
curiouſly they2 carraine coꝛps, and to 
accompliſh their carnall toncupiſcence: 
haue no time, epes, no; heart, to loke 
to their owne eſtate, and with the eyes 
of their minde, to meditafe vppon theſe 
things, whereofthe Pꝛophet ipeaketh, 
very p2operly,ſaying: Behold, Ephra- 
im is like vnto a Doue deceiued, that 
hath no heart. Foz the wicked haue 
heart, wit, and will inough, to loue, to 
couet, and ts count againe, and againe, 
vppon the pelle of this wozld , but they 
haue neither witte no2 will, ence to 
tzznke vppon the gloꝛp of the woꝛlde to 
come, which is lo infinite and ſo ine⸗ 
ſtimable,thatifthe leaſt partthereofbes 
exactly tried and examined in the minde, 
it would ſuffice to euacuate the filthy 
ſmcake which hath thnt vp the eyes of 
their vnderſtanding, and to make them 
to acknowledge and conteſle their owne 
errour. Fo2 this cauſe therefoze being 
mouedpzincipaily, Jhauc thought it ves 

; ry 
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| ry requiſite to ſet downe cerfaine per 

; lwaſions tending to this purpoſe, tothe 

view of al that lift to read oꝛ wꝛite them, 

Following heerein the example of the 
Pꝛophet Ieremie, o ſhew not onely the 
greeuous calamities that God hath pꝛe⸗ 
pared fo2 the vniuſt, but alſo the perfect 
bliſſe that he hath pꝛouided foz his ſer⸗ 
uants the godly , that the euill diſpoſe 
returning from their wicked race, may 
be receiued into the fauour and mercy ol 
God, relealed of their treſpaſſes, and de⸗ 
liuered fro all thoſe puniſhments which 
God menazeth vpon them in holy ſcrip⸗ 
tures. 


The Argument. 


A hriſtian ought to conſider his pro- 
feſſion, that he is ſubiect to death, and 
muſt render a ſtraight account inthe 
other life, of all his doings here. Where 

he ſrall diſcerne ſenſibly, the cryes and 

| rie fes intollerable,wherwith death & 
finne rewaraeth the ungodly, both here 
aud in the world to come, there neithey 
the 


The — 
the beautie and fine feature of the bots 
neither the flattery of falſe fortune, nor 
yet the pompe of ſtately dignitie, ſball ought 
preuaile to withſtand the wrath of the wt | 
Judge againſt the wretched ſiuer. 


Chap. I I. 


1828 entry in that which 
is molt obiected ta our ſences: Re- 

member that thou art aChaiſhan, 
and a man. Concerning thou art a man, 
hold it fo2 a ground infallible , that thou 
ſhalt die:after which death,becauſe thou 
art a Chꝛiſtiã, be ſure thou ſhalt giue vp 
areckoning of thy life ſoꝛepaſſed. Ol 
this, the faith which we pꝛolelle wil not 
permit vs to doubt: that other, dayly 
experience doth confirme aſſuredly , {0 
that none can ſhimne o2eſcape the one 
noꝛ the other. Be he Pope,Paince, oꝝ 
Emperour , there ſhall come a time 
wherein eyther hee ſhall ſee baight day 
con p. oꝛ vgly night incellantily; | | 
Tha ſhall come without al doubt. 
vet thou knowelt not when , „wget 
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time thou now rcadeſt this wiiting, 
whole and ſounde in all thy ſences and 
members, meaſuring the vaycs of thy 
life accoꝛding to thy buſineſſe, and des 
lights, ſhalt fee thy ſelle in a bedde with 


a candle in thy hand , attending ths 


dint ofdeath , and ſentence pꝛonounced 


| againft humaine kinde , which by no 


manner ſuite may bee releaſed, There 
ſhall be pꝛeſented vnto thee, the depziuas 
tion of allearthly delights , the inſup⸗ 


poztable payne and paſſion of death, 


theende and laſt Pageant ofthy life,the 
hoꝛrour of thy graue, the curſcd cons 
dition ef thy body , allotted fo be deuou⸗ 
red ol wo :mes. But the w2ctched e⸗ 


Cate of the ſoule will bee much moꝛe 


gretuous vnto thee , which beeing yet 
in the body, knoweth not after an houre 
02 two where his habitation ſhall be al 
ſigned. 

Then in a moment, thou ſhalt ſe thy 


| felfe ſette befoze the tribunall ſeate of 
God almightie , blaming and accuſing 


vnto himthine owne naughtie lice. 
There 


| 


| The Connerfion | 
There thou ſhalt clearely viſcerne the! 
foule enoꝛmious crimes whereof thou 
art guiltie, and ſhall curſe ten thouland 
times, the day in which thou diddeff 
tranſgreſſe the commaundements of 
God, and the delight which ſtirred the 
thercunto. Then ſhalt thou meruaile 
at thy ſelfe, how foꝛ ſo bꝛickle pleaſures 
(as are thoſe. which thou tmb2aſedft) 
diodeſt hazard thy ſelie to endure pers 
petuall toꝛments, wyrreof thou now 
beginneſt to haue a taſte and ſmack, foz 
that the ioyes beeing now quite vani⸗ 
ſhed away , and the dome due vnto the 
appoachingneare , that llender ſubs 
ſtance which was in them loſing his 
elſence and beeing, ſeemeth that it was 
nothing at all: But the remoꝛſe and 
ſting wherwith they pꝛeſently pꝛick and 
pꝛeſſe thy conſcience,appeareth to bee of 
ineſtimable foꝛce and cfficacie. 
Perceiuing therefoze , how fo ſuch 
tranſitozie trifles , thou art at poynt to 


tie, becing abaſhed thereat, conſidereſf 
thine owne diſtreſſe, loꝛ that thou ha 


be bcreaued of ſo incomparable 45 
ung 


; of a Sinner. 7 
10 ning runne out thy race, there ri ſteth 
ou no longer continuance of life, noꝛ lep⸗ 
nd ine ol repentance, neither thy woꝛld⸗ 
ly kreendes, neither the Idols to whom 
of} thou haſt auowed the whale trauaile 
ind terme of thy life , can afiift oꝛ ſuc⸗ 
ile cour thee at all, yeathoſe things which 
etz earſt thou louedſt moſt fenderly , Will 
)} be here vnto ther the canle of great ſt 
r greefe. Tell me J pꝛay the, when thou 
wl alt ſee thy ſelfe plunged in this per- 
v4] plexitie , whither wilt thou turne 2 
1-| What wilt thou do? fo whem wiit thou 
| crye To go backe it is impoſſible, fo 
goe fo warde intollerable, to remaine 
as thou art, thou mapeſt not: what 
chen wilt thou do ? Then ſayth God, 
1d] bythe mouth ofthe Pꝛophet, the Dun 

| hall not bee ſcene of the vngodly in the 
| midday, and J will bzing darkneſſe vp⸗ 
pon them in the bꝛight dap, and J will 
conuert their plealaunt ſpozts to bit⸗ 
ter plaints: their dauncing and dallp⸗ 

i⸗ ing, to dolour and deadly dꝛead. Oh 

what wozdes bee theſe? The Sunne 

chan go downe in the midday, becauſe Fh 32 
1 | the 


The Converſion 
che huge heape of inne then onerwhe 
ming the wicked, which ſe ing by che 
iuſt iudgement of God, the courſe of 
their life and time of repentance to bg 
abꝛidged, many of them are ſo appalle 
with feare , that they fall to flat dio 
of the mildeneſſe and mercy ol G DD! 
And abpding yet in the middeſt of t. 
dap, fo2 ſo much as is remaynent « 
their moꝛtall life, which is the very im 
to merit oꝛ not to merit: it ſemeth v 
to them that they haue no longer re 
ſp:> to do god oꝛ euill, but are vtterly 
excluded of both: verily the paſlion a 
fearets of great foꝛce and vehemencie 
which maketh things that bee farry 
from vs, ſeme to bee pꝛeſent: and of a 
triłle, rapſeth a tragedie. Ikthe conſid 
ration of this, cauſeth them ſometime ty 
quake a little, what then ſhall the feart 
of their vndoubted and iuſt ieopardi 
cauſe them to do 2 They beemng yetin li 
this like, beginne to ſuffer — 
greefe and repꝛoach of the Repꝛobate 
and in one very inoment, are both quick 
and dead, F92 bewayling the — 
plea 


of a Sinner. 0 
pleaſures which they mult fozſake , bes 


| ginne to feele the future miſerie which 
| ſomuch they feare. They holde hem 
x| moſt happie which tarrp here behinde, 
ql whereby they are pꝛouoked to enuie, 

| which greatly augmenteth their griele. 


To thoſe the Sunne goeth downe af 


none dapes, ſoꝛ ſo much, as which way 
il locuer they caſte they; eyes , they ſe 


themſelues debarred on enery ſide 


rom acceſſe to Heauen, and that no 


rol beame oz ſparke of comfozt appeareth 
2x14 vato them: foz if they regarde the boun⸗ 


tie of God, they ſes how ſoꝛe they haus 
ie) offended him: if they behold his iuſtice, 
| they ſee him in a manner rigoꝛouſlp to 
ruch vppon them: foꝛ that hitherto the, 


ide lime and fide hath beene at their becke, 


but now Gods turne is at hande : If 


arg they loke backe to their life fozepaſſed, 
dig] they ſee what accuſations groweth ther- 


til of: Ilts the time pꝛelent, they ſie them⸗ 
x felues to pecke oner the pearch by peece- 
meale : It they loke fozwarde a little 


ich further , they beholde the Judge atten⸗ 


8 ding fo; their accounts, Alafſe what 


ſhall 


The Cormerſion 
hall the ſcely wzetches do, _ a. 
teinted with ſo many treſpaſſes , and 
affrighted with ſuch furious feares at 
once? Foz this cauſe the Pꝛophet ſid, 
that the bꝛight day ſhall be turned into 
darkeneſſe, thereby to giue vs notice, 
that thoſe things whereof the wicked 
are wont to take their greateſt tonſo⸗/ 
lation, thould then be vnto them the 
checfeſt cauſe of their diſcomfozt. It is 
a god thing, Jgraunt, foz a man to ſa 
his ſonnes, his friendes, his houſe, his 
Wozloly wozkes, and all that he loneth 
beſides: but then this chearefull light 
ſhall bee altogither conuerfed to pꝛo⸗ 
found darkneſſe,fo2 that all theſe things 
Ghallheape moze heauineſſe, and (hall 
become mol bitter perſecuters of their 
affecttoned louers, Foz as by natur: 
and common cuſtome, we take no {mall 
delight in the pzeſent poſſeſſion of thoſe 
thinges which we lone and like well: 
Do likewiſe, the loſſe thereof baingeth 
exceſſiue greefe . Therefoze let t 
werte childzen depart out of their fa 
thers fight when he lpeth at poynt « 
| death, 
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of a Sinner. 7 
death, and lette the mother alſo abſent 


her ſelle, that ſhee may not giue and re⸗ 


ceine by her pꝛeſence ſo many ſharpe 
aſſaults of ſoꝛrowe. And his departure 
being into ſo far countries, his tourney 
though fo ſtraunge and vnknowns 


waies, the pinching ſmart which hee 


abideth, will not permit him to haue 
confidence in any thing, neyther will 


graunt him to take his leaue of his 
freends. Ik thou ſtandeſt now vppon 
the ſame termes J ſpake of, thou ſhalt 
well perceiue J haue not (warned from 
the truth: but if thou bee not vet come 
| tothis gulfe , beleene them that haue 
made their paſſage befoze thee , as Ec- 
#1 Tlefraſtes ſayth, They which paſſe ouer 
the Seas do tell ſtrange perils : it ſuch 
things do occurre ozdinarilp befoze 
the departure, what chall happen after: 


Ik the eue and vigil be fo dzeadfull,how 


1 thallthe feaſt it ſelfe bee, and day of ſal- 


nation 2 Tell me, Jpzay thee, what 
wilt thou thinks , when thou beeing 


depꝛiued of this light and life, alone, 


poze and naked, without any other 
15 compa⸗ 
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The Connerfion 
companion then thine owne guiltie con 
ſcience, ſhalt make thy appearance be- 
befoze the ſupernall ſeate of the righte- 
ous Judge, where a rigozous and ſeuers | 
reckoning ſhall be eracted ofthe, 
There ſhall be no talk of hanging, hea⸗ 
ding , oz depꝛiuing ofthis moztall life, 
but onsly ofthe death and life eternal. If 
in the recoꝛdes of this rufull reckoning, 
thou be dxepely charged with arrerages, 
debts , and treſpaſſes, what pꝛkeſom 
agonies ſhall thy pœꝛe heart then ins 
dare 2 How much ſhalt thou bee cons 
founded 2 How ſoze ſhalt thou repent 
thee fo haue done amifſe 2 How diſtrel⸗ 
ſed 8fcomfozt and connſeli ſhalt thou be? 
The greefe ofthe Pzinces of Juda was 
exceeding great, when they beheld thy 
pearſing ſwozde and Souldiers of Se- 
ſacke King of Egype , fo bee diſpearſed 
though the ffireeftes of Hiernſalem 
whenby they pꝛeſent plague and py 
niſhment , they recognized and confel 
ſed they; toꝛmer defects. But what u 
all this , breing compared to the conlu 
dien and woe Which there ſhall w 
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ofa Sinner. 
ie wicked on euerp ſive e what ſhall 
they do? Whither ſhall they flee ? who 
ſhall bee they2 ſhield and defence? Foz 
there wiping and wainging of handes 
do not moue compaſſion ;: there dete- 
fting of fozmer follics, 1s not accounted 
of; there no petition , no pꝛomiſe will be 
accepted: There no truce dapes oꝛ time 
ofrepentance can bs graunted , fo2 that 
haning finiſhed the laft pageant of the 
play , they cannot enter the ſfage a⸗ 
gaine to play theyz part afreſhe: there 
neither eloquence , noꝛ wozldly wealth, 
noz fausur, may purchaſe pardon, ſoz 
that Salomon ſayth: In the dayes,,  _.- 
oftribulatio richneſſe ſhal be of no foꝛce, f acch. 1. 
and ſhall be deſpiſed vtterly: onelp Ju- 
ſtice and equitie ſhall defend the from 
death, But who can deſcribe 62 paint 
in his colours the leueritie of his iudge⸗ 
ment? 
This erhoꝛtation then beeing fo god 
ef) and fo fraitfull , J beſgech the deare 
bꝛother, ſucke out the ſappe and ſwete 
| thereof fo2 thy commonitie , ſcanning 
und conſidering attentiuely this, where⸗ 
1 2 vpon 
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vpon thou muſt traſt and depend, as the | 
thing which concerneth thy perpetnall 
wealth o2 woe, and though herein are | 


many things well wozthy to bee noted, 


pet abone al others, let theſe thzee things | 
neuer be fozgotte. Then firſt, what grevs | 


nous paine thou mult then ſuffer,fo2 has 
uing purchaſed by thy deſert Gods in⸗ 
dignation. The ſecond, how feruently 
thou wilt wiſh that thou haddeſt framer 
thy life accoꝛding to his holp will and 
pleaſure. The third, that loke what pe⸗ 
nance tou wouldeſt the bo glad to per⸗ 
fozme, if it might be granted thee: now 

th:ongh mature deliberatiõ, to aſſay and 
labour to line in ſuch (ozt as then thou 
will with to haue lined, 


The Argument. 


At the day of iudgemem, a Chriſtian 
muſt be accountable particularly of each 


little thought and fact commuted inthit 


life: where the ſinner being cũuicted by the 
iuſt ſentence of Cod, ſhall be detrudedti 


perpetual! paines,gaſtly ſhrikes,and to the 


ro- 


K. * 


S —_—y l 


| bimſelfe , a 
All the good and euill which he hath omit- 
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. 


profound darkyeſſe of the infernallpriſo 
aud there being ſtorched with the glowing 


| coales which be neuer extincted through, 


wrath and fury, ſhall curſe both God and 
* calling eftſoones to minde, 


ted and committed, augmenteth thereby 


his owne annoy. He therefore that will not 


obiect himſelf to ſo many miſeries, muſt cal 


lünmſelfe to repentance in time. 


Aﬀer death, followeth the partic 
lar and ſpeciall iudgement ofeuery 
ma, and after that the generall and 
vniuerſal iudgement ot all men, where⸗ 
in ſhall be fulfilled p ſaping of p Apoſtle, 
Wee mult all of force ſhew our ſelues 
befpre the judgemẽt ſeat of God, that 
euery one may giue an account of the 
good & euil he hath done in this body. 
Dany matters are to bee conſidered in 
this indgement but one ol p cheefeſt, is, 


to mark ol what things we muſt giue a 
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reckoning , I will ſearch Hieruſalem, F 


diligently (ſaith God ) with a candle in 
myhand , Such is the phzale of the 


Scripture, whereby we ought tobe ad- | 


moniſhed, how narrowly we ſhal be the 
ſifted and ſearched , in the very leaſk 


things that may be. Foz there ſhalnof | 


be one fond cogitation , noꝛ one minute 
of an houre milpent , but it ſhall bee 
ſkoꝛed vp in this reckoning, Whois 
not abaſhed and appaled at theſe wozds 
of our Sauiour, ſaying 2 Uerilp J 
ſap vnto vou, that at the time of this 
audite,men ſhall be accountable of eue⸗ 
ry idle woꝛde which they ſpeake vnad⸗ 
uiſedly. Then il of theſe woꝛds which 
hurt oꝛ hinder no man, a reckoning ſhal 
be required, what ſhall be required, J 


p:ay you , of diſhoneſt and vnſeeme ly 


ſpxches , of filthy imaginations , of 
hands bathed and imb2ued with blod, 
of wanton lokes and bncontinent 
eyes? In figne,ofthe whole life imploie! 
and conſumed inleawdnefle and trech 
rie? Jfthis be true, as it is moſt 
what can bee inferred oz gainſaye! 

w 
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wr this indgement ſhoulds not bee fo 


rigo wus as it is knowne to bee inderde: 
Nowe full of ignominie ſhall hee bee, 
who in the open face of ſich a reue⸗ 
rent Senate, is pꝛoſled and burthened 
with each vaine woꝛde that hath pal⸗ 
| (ed him from the time of his natini⸗ 

tie? Who will not wonder at ſuch a 
ſtraunge demaunde neuer heard of be- 
foe 2 and who durſt to aduouche it, 


| | vnleRe it had beene the wozdes of Gods 


sone mouth: What King hath euer 
eracted an account of any his ſubieds 
to the value of of a pinne 2 Dhower- 
cellent is the C hꝛiſtian religion, howe 
pure is the ſinceritie which by if wee 
are taught, and with howe great cars 
doth it demaunde the ſame puritie a⸗ 
gaine , andhow ſharply doth if puniſh 
ur defects heerein, Further, how paſ- 
ſing great ſhalbe the ſhame and repꝛoch 
ol the repꝛobate, when all the miſchiefs 
which hitherto they haue cloſely coue⸗ 
red inthe coꝛners of their houſe, and all 
the bzutiſh behauionr of they? youth, 
with all the ſecret ſozes and feſtered 
15 4 carbuncs 
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tarbunckles oftheir conſcience, chall be 
publiſhed in the theater, and open view 
ol all the woꝛld. And further, who ſtan⸗ 
deth vpon ſuch ſure grounde, that hea⸗ 
ring this, his colour doth not begin to 
chaimge copis? Some rather then they 
wül diſclole the ſecrets of their heart to 
one man, in a plate ſequeſtred from all 
acceſſe, being ouercome with ſhame, | 
in eſchewing thereof , haue bidden the 
bꝛunt of manp huge perils: How ſhall 
they then be confounded whe their moll 
couert dꝛifts and treaſons ſhall bee re⸗ 
uealed in the pꝛeſence of God and his 
Angels, befoꝛe fo many millions of men 
and women , as haue bene from the 
beginning, are now and ſhall be hereaf 
ter? This confuſion ſhalbe ſo great that 

| as the Pꝛophet ſaith, they ſhall cry vnlo 
Math.zy. the yilles,ſaying : O yehilles fall vpon 
vs, and cloſe vs in your Caues, that we 

may not ſhewe our ſelues with ſuch er⸗ 

ccding ſhame. But wo woꝛth pe wꝛet⸗ 

ches, your hope 1s fruſtrate, pe tople 

againſt the tide , weighing the fo2ce of 

that ſentence definitiue , Go ye — 

in 


* 


|» 
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be into enerlaſting fire, long ſince pꝛepa⸗ 
6 red fo; Satan and his adherents,What 
w | ſhall that curſed generation imagine 
a then will become of themſelues hearing 
to] this: fo if, as Iob ſaith, we can ſcarce 
ey abide to heare his mildeſt woꝛdes, who ob.. 
to] tan abide thoſe thundꝛing thꝛeats of his 
all} amnipotencie? Theſe woꝛds hall be ſo 
1e, | ſharpeand(o pearfing, that at the verie 
he] inſtant, the earth ſhall open it ſelle wide 
all} and large, and into the botfome and 
oll bowels thereof, ſhall be whirled topſie 
turuie, all thoſe, who, as the ſame Iob lob. 2 
ſaith, here haue had their paradiſe and 

| pleaſures, inſundzy ſoztes of Muſicke 
and harmony , trilleling out their time 

al and peares in all kinde of mirth and iol⸗ 
zat] litie. This fall and cracke of the earth, 
ito} ©. Iohn deſcribeth in his Apocalips, in 
on] this maner:J ſaw an Angell deſcending 
we} from heauen with great power, and 
er / with ſuch bꝛightneſſe, that all the earth 
et was lightned therewith , and hee cryed 
ple} aloude, ſaying , The great Cittie of 34- 
off Lilon is fallen downe, and is made ofthe 
es} habitation ol diuels, and the cage of all 
ito B 5 fiithy 


Flay 66. 
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Athy and abhominable fowles . And 
further hee ſayd: I ſawe another migh 
tie Angell liffing vp on high a great 
fone, much like to a mylſtone, and di 
cal it into the ſea, ſaping, With ſuch a 
violence ſhall the great Babylon beg 
thꝛolone into the bottomleſſe pitte, and 
Hall neuer recouer his eſtate againe. Ju 
this ſoꝛt ſhall the vngodly fall into the 
blacke and gaſtly pꝛiſon full of confuſion 
and vtter deſolation. But what tongug 
can erpzeſſe the innumerable 4 ſunday 
ſoꝛts of toꝛments, in that place add2eb] 
ſed fo2 the wicked 2 There their bodies * 
ſhall be bꝛopled with furious flames cõ⸗ 
tinually; there their ſoules ſhall be cor 
ſumed with the wozme of conſcience, 
Which will neuer ceaſe his greueus 
gnawing, There ſhall be that inceſſant 
howling and gnaſhing of teeth, where⸗ 
of the Scriptures treateth in ſo mam 
places. There theſe vnhappie wzet- 
ches ſurſeyſed with cruell diſpaire and 
rage, ſhall ware wod againſt G OD 
and themſelues, in ſuche diſpitcous 
wile , that they ſhall deuoure = | 
owns * 
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| plone ache, and in a franticke mods 
rent it with their naples, cralhing their 


teeth togither, and ſpilling their In⸗ 


trailes with ſozrowe and ſighing , blaſs 


1 


pheming and denying confinually their 
creato2 that hath adiudged them to ſuch 
ſharpe puniſhments, There enery of 
them ſhall crie ont vpon his curſed cons 


dition and vnfoztunate byzth, eftſwnes 


repeating thoſe pittifoll bewaylinges, 
and woſnll wozdes of patient Iob, but 1ob.z; 
with a minde and intent farrs can⸗ 


' frarie to his. Theſe bee the wozdes, 


Curſt be the day wherin J was bozne, 


und the night in whiche it was ſayd, 


A man is come into the wozlde : let 
that day be turned into darknefſs let it 
not be reckoned of God, no2 beautified 
with light: let it beonerwhelmed with 
darknefle and ſhadowe of death: let it 
be full fraught with obſcuritie and bit- 
terneſſe; let that night be ouercaſt with 
a black cloude: let not that day be num⸗ 
bꝛed among dayes and moneths ol the 


Us veare,Why did not death receiue meſo 


ſone as I wasifſaed outofmy mothers 
wombe? 


The Conuerſion 


wombe 2 why was J not carried from 
the place of my byzth , ſtraight to my 


graue? why was J lulled in my mo⸗ 
thers lap? 02 why did ſhe giue me luck: 
This ſhall be their melodie, their myd⸗ 
night mattens, their moꝛning and eue⸗ 
ning pꝛaper. O filthie tongues, which 
babble or nothing elſe but bzawling and 
blaſphemie. © wzetched cares, which 
heare no other things but wokull mour⸗ 
ning. O vnhappie eyes, whoſe obiect, is 
miſerie vppon miſerie. O waetchcd bo⸗ 
dies, who haue fo2 pour harbour a ſieris 
foꝛnace. In what calc ſhall thep then be, 
who here carſt wallowed in wealth 
and waafonneſſe 2 O what fleeting des 
light hath wzought continuall greefe: 
O what wofull habitations are addzel⸗ 


ſed 02 pou? Now gone is all your gal⸗ 


lant gle and iollitie, wherein you de⸗ 
lighted fo2 a moment, foꝛ which pe now 
lament eternallßy. Now what do pour 


treaſures auaple vou? where is pour | 


pomps and pleaſure become: the ſeuen 
fertile peares are now ended quite, and 
in placs thercof, are now ſucceeded the 

ſeuen 


— 
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ſeuen barren yearcs, which ſhall ſo con⸗ 


fame the abundance of thoſe which are 
paſſed, that there ſhall not remaine any 
one ſhadow o2 ſhewe thereof, Theres 
foze all your fozmer felicitie is dꝛenched 
and wzapped vp in the wancs of wxcts 
chedncfſe, and are now dꝛiuen to ſuch 
ffraights and ſcarcifie, that not ſo much 
as one dꝛoppe of water ſhall be granted 
bnfo'yon, wherwith ve might ſomwhat 
allwage the raging thirſt which vercth 
you fo firtoufly ; neyther ſhall your 
wonted pꝛoſperitie rcleeue your miſcs 
rie, but rather thereby pe ſhall be moꝛe 


| fiercely afflicted, Fo2 therein is accoms 
pliched this ſaping of Job, that the ſu⸗ Job. 21.244 


gred ſoppes ofthe vngodlp, chalbe at the 55- 
laſt deuoured with woꝛmes. Which S. 


| Gregory in his Poꝛalls, expoundeth in 


this fort: The memozy of their wonted 
iopes, maketh their pꝛeſent paine to 
ſeme moꝛe bitter, by calling to minde 


how bꝛaue and frolike they haue bene, 


and how baſe and vile they now are 
come, and howe foꝛ loue of that which 
ſo ſone ſlipte away , they (uffer that 

which 


dap. 3. 
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which neuer ſhall haue end. Then ſhalt 
they perceiue euidentip the ſubtil lights 
of the enemie, and being called to their 
accounf, ſhall mutter to late theſe ſays 
ings of Salomon: Woe vnto vs wzcts 
ches, howe apparaunt is it now vnta 

vs, chat wer haue ftrayed from the trade 
of trueth, that the light of iuſtice hath 
not ſhined vpon vs, and that the ſunne ti 
ol intelligente hath not riſen oner vs. 

Wee haue waſted and wearted our 
ſelues in the croked and crabbed way 
of wickedneſſe: but we haue not ſtep⸗ 
ped one fte in the plaine and eaſie path 
which leadeth to righteouſneſſe. What 
are we now abettered by our Pzincely 
fraine and treaſure ? All theſe thinges 
are now baniſhed as the fleeting ſhade, 
and as the ſwift Courſer chaſed vppon 


the ſpurre, as aſhippe dzinen with the d 


tide and tempeſt, which leaueth behinds 
no pꝛint of his pallage, 

Chis and ſuch like in the infernall piffe, 
ſhall bee the talke of thoſe which haue 


bene offendozs, Foz that the hope and 


fruit of finne, is like vnto chaffe _ 


reer SSA © 
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with the winde, oꝛ as the ſkumme and 
foath'of the Sea diſpcarſed with ths 
wanes, as the ſmoke ſodeinly diflo!ned 
into the apꝛe, oz as the remembꝛaunce 
of a pylgrune paſſing by the war. Theis 
be there the complaintes , ar d this the 
perpefual penance ofthe vngodly,which 
Gall not alliſt them at all, becauſe ths 


tine is paſſed wherein they might haue 


bene releened hereby. Come therefozs 
in the time of grace and repentaunce, 
and you that haue eares, recciue the 
ſounde aduiſe of our Lo2de btfcred by 


the Pꝛophet, ſaying : Serue and gloꝛi⸗ lere. x3 


ſie God befoze-the day be depꝛiued, bes 
foze the darke night ol death ſteale vp⸗ 
pon you, and ere your fete be entrap⸗ 
ped, 02 pe ſtumble at that foule blacks 
hillocke. Thereloꝛe take the time and 
day whileſt pe haue it, fo2 it ſhall be tur⸗ 
ned into darkneſſe. And our Loꝛd him⸗ 
ſelfe, who better then any other, knows 
eth the deapth ofthis daunger, aduerti⸗ 
ſeth vs hereofm his Euangeliſt, ſayma, 


Take heed 5 pour hearts be not oppꝛeſt Luke 122: 


with to much meate xvzinke, and with 
, Oners 
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duermuch care and turmoyle of this 
Wold, leaſt that dzeadfull day catch you | 
at vnwares, which will ſteale vpon you ] 
like a theefe, and vpon all thoſe which ins 

habit vpon the face ofthe earth. There⸗ 

foꝛe watch and p2ay confinnally , that l 
pou may be deliuered from theſe huge : 
heapes of calamities, which hereafter | b 
will happen, that you being cleane and 
vndeliled, map be pꝛeſented befoze the h 
ſonne of the pure Tlirgin, the pzomoter, h 
of all our auaile and pꝛolit. 


The Argument. k 

Thoſe which haue loued God, and lined g 
according to his will, ſhall be rewarded in t 
Paradliſè, which is the glory and merit that b 
good men do reſpect. Which notwithitan- 
ding any difference that is among the elect, 
bringeth a common comfort and pleaſure 0 
to them all, becauſe there is perfect chari- 
tie, and God is all & in enery thing. her- 5 
fore no other exerciſe is v ſed there, or no 
other paime or trauaile, then to loue G od, 


to laude and glorifie him inceſſantly for e- 
er, | 
Chap. 
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| CHAP. IIII. 
Ob that we haue declared the cõ⸗ 
demnation and ſharpe ſentence to 
be pzonounced vpon the wꝛetched 
ſinner: it followeth conſequently , that 
we treat likewiſe of the gloꝛious recom⸗ 


pence wherewith the righteous ſhall be 


endued, which is nought elſe, but that 
happie life and kingdome which God 
hath oꝛdeined foꝛ his choſen people euen 
from the creation of all things, which is 
ſuch and ſo excellent, that neither with 
the tongue of men noꝛ Angels it can be 
expꝛeſſed. But that ye may haue ſome 
taſte of this, heare what S. Auguſtine 
baiefly ſaith in commendation hereof, in 
acertaine meditation of his, in this ſoꝛt: 
O like alotted by God to them that loue 
him, a liuing life, a life voide of care, a 


bleſſed life, a quiet life, a pleaſaunt liſe, a 


pure life, a chaſte life, a life enemie to 
death, a life that knoweth no greefe, 
voyd of moleſtation, of ſmart, of anxie⸗ 
tie, voyd of all coꝛruption, voyd of per⸗ 


| farbatios,not ſubiegto varietic, change 
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#2 mufabilitie. A life full of beantie am 
perfection, where no enemie ſhall molel 
thee, noꝛ no treſpaſle offend ther: whery 
is perfect vnitie, vnleigned and holy 
loue: where all feare is far away: when 
is one eternall dap, without alteration: 
where God is ſeene face to face, which 
is the fode of all that there abide, Swen 
G@DD, with an vnlatiable heart am 
greedie minde, J couct thy hidden tres 
tures, and the maze J long after them, 
the maze J luffe and burne in deſire; 
conſidering the my delight, my life am 
Sauiour, in contemplation where 
I feele my ſeife exceedingly refreſhe 
and reuiued. O moſte happte life, H 
very blefled kingdome, altogither wi 
out death, and without ende, which 
doeſt not ycelde to any ſucceſſion 02 
keration of times, where is bꝛight d 
continually, without interruption 
night: there it is not knowne what 
mutation meancth, where the tryu 
-phant Souldiour accampanied with 
glittering crewe of Angelles , ſingeth 
'vnto SD 3 ceaſing, the pa 
5 ling 
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fing pꝛaiſe of Sion, hating gotten the 
crowne ol euerlaſting felicitie. J would 
to God that my fin, my greetions guilt, 

were ſoꝛgiuen me: Thꝛiſe bleſſed were 
my ſoule, if after this painefull pylgri⸗ 
mage, 3 might be wozthy to ſee and ve- 
«WW! holde thy glozy , the beatitude,the beau⸗ 
tie, the walles , and the gates of thy Ci⸗ 
tie, thy ffreetes , thy pallaces, thy no⸗ 
ble Citizens, thy woꝛthie Ring, ſetled in 
his thꝛone of magnificence, Thy wallcs 
are made of pꝛecious tones, thy gates 
are beautiſied with ſhining Pearles, 
thy ſtreetes are paued with pure gold, 
which reſounde and ring aloude with 
the peales of perpefuail pꝛaiſes. Thy 
-houſes are buylded with quadzant ſfo- 
nes, ado2ned with Saphy:s, thy bea⸗ 
mes and rafters are of golde, where no 
toꝛruption can abide, nothing may ens 
ter that is defiled, O Hieruſalem, eur 
mother, thou art bꝛaue and pleaſaunt 
in thy deuiſes, the foꝛce of no aduerſi⸗ 
tie is felte in the , neither any ol thoſe 
dilcommodities are ſuſtepned whiche 
here we find. Thy iopes arc farre aboue 
C 2 any 
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any which this w2ctched life can peelde 
vs. In thee is neuer tounde night, darke⸗ 
neſſe,no2 chaunge of times. Thy light 


iſſueth neither from lampe, noꝛ from the 
Mone, noꝛ yet from the ſtars, but God 
the light of all lightes, is ho which light 


neth thee, The ſupernall Emperour ke 


peth continuall reſidence in the middel 
of thee, enuironed and aſſiſted with ma 
ny millions of his miniſters. There the 
angelicall quires anſwere each to other 
melodioulip: there the frutes of true 
nobilitie, do yelde a pleaſaunt ſent and 
ſpectacle to the beholders : there is cels 
bꝛated the feaſt of thoſe, who being ſafe 
ly arriued from 9 bottomleſſe ſea of theſ 
miſeries and miſhappes, are incoꝛpo⸗ 
rate in one ſocietie with thoſe which 
poſſeſſe eternall life : There is the conv 


pany of the Pꝛophets, the ropall rank 


of the Apollles, the inuincible hoaſt of 
innumerable Martpzs: there is the ſa 
cred tonuent of graue Conkeſloꝛs: then 
are the true religious, the deuout ws 
men, who deſpiſing all delights and dal 
— haue conquered their fraile i 


clinatiam 
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clination 2: There are the virgins and 
| pounglings, which with their vertuous 


induſtrp, haue ſhunned the allurements 


ol this vile deceitfull wozld : There are 
the innocent lambs, who robbing them⸗ 
ſelues of all earthly pleaſures, do now 


ſkip and leape foz toy , in they? pꝛopper 


and peculiar houſes. And whatſocucr 
difference there be in alozy amõg them, 
notwithſtanding the ſolace and conten⸗ 
tation, is common to all: There chari⸗ 
tie ruleth beeing entire and perfect, lo: 
that god is all in all, Whom they alwaics 
ſe,and ſeeing him continually , are euer 
enflamed with his loue , therefoze they 
louing pꝛaiſe him, and p2ayſing loue 
him, all their cxerciſe, all their endcuour, 
is to maguifie him without ceaſſing oz 
intermilſion. O how happie were J, 


and moſt happie , if after the diſſolution 


of this cozpozall pꝛiſon, J might heare 
the werte muſicall ſongs of that cele⸗ 
ſtiall harmonp, and ſing Pſalmes of cõ⸗ 
mendation to the eternall king, ok al the 
2 company of the molt happie 
Cittie. Yow happie ſhoulde J be,yea 
C 3 twiſe 
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twiſe bleſſed , if J might attaine fo this] 
felicitie, to ſing e ſtand befoze my King, 
my Sod, my guide, and to behold him in 
his gloꝛie, as himlelfe hath pꝛoniſed ti 

loh. 7. be ſcene, whẽ he ſaid:D father, my deſirt 
is, that all thoſe may be with me which 
thou haſt giuen me, that they may ſ| vi 
the cleare bꝛightneſſe which J had with 
the befo2e the foundation of the woꝛd 
And all this is vouched out of d. Augu| i 
ſtine. Now tell me then what a cheare 
full day ſhall that be, which ſhall ſoul] - 
minate and clarifie thy courage, it at thy : 
full conſummation of this pilgrimage] 
thou paſſe from moꝛtalitie to immoꝛtaſ nt 
litie, and in the ſame time that othen hi 
begin to d2ope,to doubt and dꝛead, tho 
ſhalt beginne to lifte vp thy head, be 
catiſe the wiſhed day of thy redemy 
tion appꝛoacheth neare , Lifte vp thy 
minde a little ſaid S. Hierome vnto th ith: 
virgin Euſtochia) out of the dungeon q all 
this coꝛrupt bodie, and ſetling thy ſclf] the 
befoze the gate of the heavenly tabeq hin 
nacle , ſcan and conſider well the mer the 
of this thy pꝛeſent diſtrefſe , and what vn 
$iszi0ns day that day ſhall be vnto the] 
wheren 
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| wherinthe virgin Mary garded with a 
trope of pure virgins, ſhall be pꝛeſt to 
receiue E welcome thee, and wherin thy 
Load e ſpouſe himſelle, with all his holy 
Daints, ſhall meete the,ſaying,Come a- Can. r. 
way and follow me guickly my loue, my 
delight, my doue, -foznow the worull 
winter is paſſed, the ſharp ſhowꝛes are 
ccaſed, the tempefts c whirlwindes are 
appealed, and here ſpꝛing vp ſweete kra⸗ 
grant flowers in this lande of beheſt. 
This ſhall be then the delight & conlola⸗ 
tion that thy ſoule thall receiue befoze 
& the high thꝛone of that moſt blefſep tri⸗ 
x nttie, befoze the angels, buf ſpecially by 
him to whole cuſtodie thou were carſt 
committed, whe theſe & all the reſt ſhall 
declare the ſundzy tribulations, the tra⸗ 
uels x perſecutions that thou haſt ſuffe⸗ 
red foꝛ p loue of Chꝛiſt. S. Luke ſheweth, 4a. 9. 
hi that when pcharitable Tabita deceaſed, 
all the widowes t poꝛe people beſought 
the apoſtle Peter in her behalf, ſhewing 
0 hin their garmẽts which te had made: 
| the Apoſtle being moued thereat, pꝛaied 
4-vnto God inſtantly fo2 ſo mercifull a 
C 4 wo⸗ 
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woman, whereby lhee was reſtoꝛed a 
gaine to lile. What a ſingular com- 
foꝛt ſhalt thou then perceiue in thy 


ſoule, when thoſe bleſſed ſpirits ſhall! 


take the , and ſet thee befoze the diuim 
tonſiſtoꝛie of God, publiſhing thy de⸗ 
ſcrfs,and reciting oꝛderlp thy almes, thy 
pꝛapers, thy falking, the integrity of thy 
life, thy ſuſteining ofw2ong , thy pati 


ence in affuction, and temperance in de 


lights, with all thy other vertues and 
god deeds whatſoeucr? O what deleea 


22— 


tion ſhalt thou then reape of cuerp god 
action here atchieued? howe ſhall the 


foꝛce and valure of vertue bee manife!! - 


ſted vnto thx? There humble obedience 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ſhall triumph with victoꝛie. There ver 
tue ſhal be rewarded, and the wel diſpo 


ſed ſhall be regarded accoꝛding to they; 
deſert. Beſides this, what in ward and 
ſecret ſolace ſhal that be vnto the, when 
thou ſceing thy ſelfe arriued in ſo aſſured 
an harbour, ſhalt haue regard towards 
the courſe of thy dangerous nanmgatio 
paſſed, and ſhalt ſe the troubles and 
toꝛments wherein thou liucdit carft, 
the 


| __ _ ofa Sinner, 19 
| ſhe wyles, the ambuthes of the enemy, 
{ thecruell incurtions of thaucs , which 
now thou haſt eſcaped, There it is 

| wherercſoundeth this ſong of the Pꝛo⸗ pal oz: 
ine phet : Mere it not that the Lozd was 
Findfull of mee, my (cule ſhould haue 
hardly auopded the infernall habitation, 
But ſpecially, when thou ſhalt perceiue 
how in this woꝛlde offences are mulft- 
plied, how daily fo many ſoules deſ⸗ 
tend to hell and damnation: how among 
ſuch a mult itude of caſtawapes, God 
would aſſociate thee into the fellowſhip 
of his choſen people, which ſhall be the 
inheritours of ſuch a renowmed king⸗ 
dome. But that which paſſeth al this, is, 


| which there are helde day by day, foz 
the welcome of their newe bꝛothers, 
who hauing ouercome the woꝛld, fint- 
thed and pcrfozmed the race of their 
pilgrimage, come to receiue the crowne 
of eternitie. O what toy ſhallit be to be⸗ 
hold the accompliſhment of that which 
do appertaine to the ſetting vp and new 
erection of the walles of the noble He- 
C 5 ruſalem, 
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antes; with what ſ werte embꝛaci 
and cullings ſhall they be welcom 3 
all the celeſtiall court, ſeeing them come 
laden and lugged with the ſpoiles of the 
vanquiſhed foe, There they ſhall enter 
with the vicozious barons, with thoſe 
woꝛthy women, which haue conquered 
the wozld, tpgither with theyz baickle 
nature. There likewiſe the vncozrupt 
virgins , murthered and marty2ed foz 
their ſpouſe ſake Chꝛiſi Jeſu, ſhall enter 
wich double triumph: chat is, with con⸗ 
queſt of the fleſh and of the wozlde , as 
doꝛned and crowned with Garlandes, 
fraught with roles and frethe green 


flowers, all about their heads. In like 


maner, there litle boyes and gyꝛles mas 
ſtering their tender peares with diſcre⸗ 
tion and vertue chall come in to receiue 
the hyꝛe and guerdon ol their integritie, 
Where they (yall finde they? freendes, 
knows their miniſters, recogniſe they} 
parents, and culling and kiſſing them 
affectionately „ ſhall heare the glad ty» 
dings to bee made poſſeſſo2s of eternal 
felicitie, O how then ſhall the fruite of 
vertue taſte veliciouſly , although in 
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times paſt the rote thereof ſcemed ſow2s 
and vnſauerp. Swerte is the ſhadowe 
after none, the fountaine is pleaſaunt 
to the thirſty & wearied waifaring man: 
fleepe and reſt peelde great comfoꝛt to 
hun that hath trudged and foiled all dax: 
but farre greater contentatiõ peace bꝛin⸗ 
geth to the ſaints, after their wearp war, 
ſecuritie after perils, and perpetuall res 
poſe after infintt trauailes. 

The bꝛople of battaile is now appea⸗ 


ſed, ko be armed it needeth not, neither 


on the right fide z noꝛ on the lelt. The 
thildꝛen of Jrael were armed , when 
they went to the land of pꝛomiſe, but 
aſter they had conquered the countrey, 
they laide afide their weapons, and cs 
Uerp of them fo? getting quite the fears 
And trouble of warre , they all were lod- 
ged in the harboꝛ ok reſt and quietnee, 
and enioped the fruition of long deſired ' * 
peace, There map d eyes wearied with 
log watching, receiue their quiet flxepes, 


Now map p ſubtil ſerpent attending ts 
| enfrap vs, come out of his ambuſh:now 


may þ happy Hieram betake him to ret, 
wha 
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who made the night and day one, in la 
menting his delaultes and trelpaſles, | 
encountering couragioullp the cruell 
conflicts of cur auncicnt cienue :there 
the hoꝛrible armours dw ncuer ſound 
of that bloudie beaſt : there is no place 
foꝛ th: croked craftie Serpent: there the 
ve. somous Baſiliſke doth not cffende 
the ſiggt. noꝛ his hiſſing is not heard, but 
the bꝛeath and ſweets lounde that diſt 
leth fromthe loue of the yoly Ghoſt, here 
raungeth rounde abeut , Where is 
clearely diſcerned the ropall magnif 
cence of Ov himſelfe, This is the re⸗ 
gion of reſt and ſecuritie, ſcaled aboue 
all the elements, where the dark cloudes 
and fiithic vapours do not ouerlappe 
the bꝛight and pure aire, What happie 
things are ſaid of ther, O Citie of God? 
happie are they, faith Tobias, which 

Plal.147. {ous the, and eniop thy peace, O my 
ſoule, extol and magnifie God, who hath 
delluered Hieruſalem his holp citp, from 
troubles and veration, Howe bleſſedd 
ſhould be, if hereafter in the remnant | | 
ol m time, I might ſe the beautie and 

bꝛight⸗ 
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hꝛightneſſe of Hieruſalem, whoſe gates 
ſhall be of Saphyzs , and of polliſhed 
Smaredges, ths circuite ot whole wall 
ſhall be of pearle and pꝛecious ſtone, tha 
ſtreetes ſhall be of white marble, inter⸗ 
laced with pure Alabaſter , and euerp 
place reſoundeth with Al eluia and voi⸗ 
ces of gratulation. O merp, ſwerte, de⸗ 
lectable counſaile , O high renowmed 
gloꝛy , © bleſſed ſocietie, Who ſhal be 
thoſc happie Chaſhans , picked 62 ſoꝛ⸗ 
ted out to dwell in thee 2 It ſeemery a 
hard thing to dcfire thee , vet no man 
can liue without this deſire. D ſonnes 
of Adam, O wꝛetched gencration of 
men, how ſenſuall and abiect are your 
thoughts , foꝛ if this bee the viands oꝛ 
fode pe ought to feed bypon,what other 
thing do pou labour foꝛ:whercabout do 
you goe? what, will ye loſe a benefit ſo 


ineſtimable rather then ye will trauaile 


alittle? Jfthis may bee obtepned with 
labour and paine, foꝛ mine owne part 
J deſire them, J call and cry to all the 
frauailes and toyles that may bee ſuffes 
red in the wozld to come vpon me, that 

tribu⸗ 
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kribulations turmoile and toſſe mee af 
their pleaſure , that my body bee vered 
with mfirmities of all ſozts , and my 


minde afflicted with ſozrowe and anxto | 


ties: let both the one and the other cow 
ſume me in griefe : let all the creatures 
ofthe wozlde riſe vp and impugne mee; 


let me be the repꝛoach ofme, the outcaſt] : 
of the wozlb:let my life bee ſpent in don 


and diſtreſle, and mp yeares finiſhed in 
wokull werpings: Fo2 all this J make 
no reckoning , fo that after J may com 
municate and haue my part with the 
Saints in Heauen, and may haue eter 
nall reſt in the day of tribulation, am 
map aſcende to the people which art 
cloathed and adozned with that ſhining 
gloꝛy. Goe to now, O fwliſh woꝛld⸗ 
ling, dꝛudge and toile foꝛ high titles and 
dignities, ercc lodgings and pallaces, 
enlarge the limits of thy poſſeſſion, let 
Ringdomes, and ik thou wilt, lette the 
whole woꝛld be at thy commandement; 


vet foz all this, thou ſhalt not be ſo greal 
as the leaſt of Gods lertiants , who re 


ceiueth that which the wozids cannot 
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ino bim, and vet polletleth eternitie. 
Jhou with thy riches and ryot ſhalt ac⸗ 
company the rich glutton in the dampe 


gk eternall dan mation: hee with pwꝛe 


Lazarus ſhall be cariẽd vp with Angels, 


and conneped into Abrahams boſonis. 


The Argument. 

n the paines of hell, the ſinner can hams 
wo cofort, for as the lot of the bleſſed is an 
vmierſall proſperitie , which init cont 
erh all good things:/0 the eſtate of the re- 
probate it a general and vniuerſal miſery, 
which comprehendeth all euils in it ſelfe. 
For there the ſenſes of the conuicted ſin- 
ner ſhal be tormented particularty,one af 
ter another, proportionally to the crymes 
they haue committed , without all hope of 
end or releaſe of their grief, which ſhall be 
erernall, eager inſinit, ſharpe, without in- 


jermiſſion. | 
Chap. V. 
To. leaſt part of theſe rewardes, 


were inough to ſtir vp dur earthly 
and lumpilh hearts to do much 
. moze 
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moꝛe then that which wee are enideny | « 
vnio by the commanundements of God. 
But what if with this glo2y exceeding 
all meaſure ,wz adiopne in like manner 
the vnmcaſurable puniſhments pꝛo ui⸗ 
ded fo2 the wicked? Fo2 that thole tan⸗ 
not there be reuealed with this ſaying; 
That ik I be a caſtawap : no other in⸗ 
couenience enſueih thereof, then ne 
uer to ſee the gloꝛp of God , and to be 
hereafter as though J neuer were , not 
knowing aodno? euill. But they mill 
in their reckoning , beetng allotted per 
fo:ce-to fake one of theſe vnequali con 
ditions, that is, eyther to be glozified 
with Angels, oꝛ accurſed with Diuels; 
to rule with God eternally , oz to burne 
in hell perpetually. The one of theſe 
twaine they muſt nedcs ele fo2 the 
place of theyꝛ perpetuall abode, Theſt 
bee the two baſkets which God fo2s 
ſhewed in a figure to the Pꝛophet befoz 
the Gate of the temple, the one of then 
filled with dilicate and holeſome ügges: 
the other full o? ſuch fiithy and vnſauer⸗ (o1 
figges,thatenery man abhozred to taſte] in 
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d touch them. Which ſignifieth no⸗ 
thing elſe then the oddes and difkercnce 
of two ſoztes of people: the one is of 
the choſen,to whom God hath beſtewed 
his mercies beuntifuliy :. the other of 


the abiects, to whom God extendeth the 


heauie hand of his iuſtice. And the lot 
of the firſt ſo2t is ſo excellent floꝛiſhing. 
and that of the others ſo woſull x w2ets 
ched, that the greatacfle ofthcle two ex⸗ 


 freames , fo much differing betweene 


themſclues, cannot be ſpecified by any 
woꝛds. But omitting all other conſi⸗ 


derations, the ſtate of the happie is an 


vniuerſall felicitie , wherein all gon 
things are conteined: and contra i⸗ 
wiſe, the condition of the wicked, is the 


hauen where arriueth all vnhappinelle, 


the nourſe of ſoꝛrom, and harbour ot vi⸗ 
ſtreſſe. All the mileries which are in ci⸗ 
dent to this life 4 be miſeries in ſpeciall, 
and thercfoze do not tozment ail our 
members generallp, but one 62 ſome of 
them alone. Foꝛ cxample hereof,w? fue 
ſome men greued in their eyes, lome 
intheir eares, wany in their lomacks, 

D TRIO: 
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others in their bellies , and nok a keln | 
at the very heart. Pet none oftheſe in d 
ſirmities do vere all the ſences vniuer / b 
ſally at one inſtant, but ſome of then f 
particularly. Notwithſtanding, the] r 
ſmart is off full ſharpe and vehement. k 
and the night ouer tedious to him tha g 
abideth either of theſe greefes , be it bu fl 
the aking of a tothe oz gumme. Ad] þ 
mit now , that a certaine man ſhould f 
ſuffer ſuch an vniuerſall puniſhment, « 
that no member, ſence, oꝛ iopnt, chou o 
bee free from peculiar toꝛmentes, an] 4 
that at one very inſtant he muſt abid x 
moſt bitter paines in the head, in hi o 
eyes, in his teeth, eares, ſtemacke, luer a 
heart, and to be ſhozt, in all the ofthe | 
members and ivyntes ol his bodie, am t 
that her late in this perplexitie vpponiſ f 
bedde, feeling the ſeuerall greefes aſligſ p 
ned to cuery member, What exceſſiuſ C 
ſozrow ſhould he ſuffer , thinkeſt thou} C 
which were tozmented in this ſozteſ þ 
92 What thing coulde be moze miſeraſ t 
ble and pittifull to beholde 2 Ik thoy ! 
ſabeſt a dogge in that diſtreſſe,it worn t 
pe 
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we] perfozcemone thee to compaſſion, This 
21] deare bother (if any compariſon may 
ner / be vſed herein) is that, which not ſoꝛ the 
en ſpace of one night, but fo2 euer, is ſuffe⸗ 
th] red in the pitts that perpetually burneth 
ent} with fire and bziniſtone. Foꝛ as the vn⸗ 
tha godly do greeuouſly affend God with all 
but] their ſences e members, making them 
ad] p inſtruments ts further their franticke 
ld. follies 4 exceſſes: ſo bp the oꝛdinance of 
ent] God, there they are all koꝛmẽted, ⁊ euerp 
ub of them abideth his pꝛoper puniſhment. 
am Foz there the incontinent cycs (Hall be 
Wd! afflicted 5 affrighted with the valy fight 
hi of diuels: the eares with confuſed crycs 
er} and complamts: the noſe with the intol⸗ 
hal lerable ſtenche of that filthy denne: the 
am tate,with raging thirſt and lamine: the 
ni feeling, and all the body beſides , with 
lig pearcing colde heate: the imagination 
us Gall be Counented with the appzchens 
ou} ſion of pꝛeſent paine: the memoꝛie, by 
tei having ſtill in mind v pleaſures paſſed : 
ra the vnderſtanding, with cõſideration of 
| theglozious kingdom loſt, # curſed chdi- 
tion that is hapner. Che ditine Scrip⸗ 
2 — 
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Mar.1s, 
Plal.10, 


'Exod.10, 


ol paines, where it ſaith, that in hell 
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tures fignifieth vnto vs this pluralitie | 
ſhall be famine, thirff,weeping,and gna⸗ | 
thing of teeth, the two edged fvozd, the | 
ſpirites and creatures of revenge , ſer 
pents, woꝛmes, ſcoꝛpions, bytles , ſowye | 

ſaſages, water diſtilled of gall, tozmy | 
tempeſtes, and other ſuch like annoy- 
ances, By which it frameth and pꝛeler⸗ 
reth to our pꝛeſence, an euident patterne 
of the diuers and d2eadful plagues pꝛat⸗ 
tiſed in hell. Finally, there ſhall be in⸗ 
ward and outward darkneſſe, both of 
the body and minde, karre moze obſcure 
then thoſe of Egyyt, which might be felt 
and touched with the hand, There ſhal 
be fire, but not ſuche as we vſe com 

monly , which ſmarteth a little, and vs 

niſheth quickly: but ſuch as is moſt fit 

fo; that place, that is, which affucteth 

vehemently , and neuer ceaſeth fo foy 

ment. If this be true, how can it be, c 
that thoſe whiche beleene and confeſſs} p 
the ſame, ſhould line ſo loſelp, and ſleeps] b 
in ſuch ſecuritie? What daunger, wha $ 
tedious toyle would not any man * 
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1e | lp vnderfake, rather then he would cn- 


ell 


. 


Aas — 


dure one day , yea one houre, the leaſt 
of theſe tozments 2? UWWhy then to ſhun 
a perpetuitie of calamitics ſo tragicall, 
do they not unploy themſelues to ſo 
taſie frauaile as that which is requiſite 


+ to the following of vertne 2 This thing 


were inough to ſequeſter a mans loule 
from his ſences, and to bꝛing him to an 
extacie, that deliberateth aduiſedly here⸗ 
vpon. Pet if among theſe huge heapes 
ol miſeries, were any hope of ende oz 


redꝛeſſe, it woulde qualiifle ſomewhat 


their gripings coꝛſies:but alas, theꝑ find 


it there farre otherwiſe, foꝛ the gates ol 


comfozt are cloſed vp on all ſides, In all 
kinde of heauineſſe that may happen 
in this life, reſteth alwapes ſome re⸗ 
liefe, wherein the afflicted may repoſe 


himſelfe, as that which is adminiſtred 


either by reaſon of time, freendes , oz 
company of many whiche do partict- 


pate with him in the ſame miſhap, c2 
by hope to be releaſed at laſt, may mitti⸗ 


gate their maladie: But in this euill 


mer, the cundits of grace are ſo ſtop - 
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neither from heauen, neither from the 


in this ſoꝛte: The dꝛead of death hath 


hall be opened, which is as —_ 
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ped, and the paſſages of common com ! || 
fozt ſo interrupted, that theſe vnhappie | 
creatures can finde fauour on no fide, 


earth, neither of the time paſſed , no 
pꝛeſent, noꝛ of that to come, noz of 
ought that can be elſe,but they ſeeme td] 
be p22fſed and pearſed of all partes, and} 
that all creatures cõſpire againft them, | 
whereby at laſt they Ware wod am 
wꝛath with themſelues, This is the ep, 
treme ſtraichtneſſe,whereo! the wicked 
bewaple themſelues by the Prophet, 


hedged me in on enery ſide, and the i 
fernall frightes haue inuironed me! 
round about, in ſuch wile, that whereon 
ſoeuer they peepe 02 pate , their obtect i 
alwayes miſlerie exempted of mercle, 
The Virgines whiche code pꝛeſt at 
the Pallace of their ſpouſe, were recs 
ned in, as the Euangeliſt ſaith, and 6 
d*tily the gates were locked, O pe 
tuall pinning faſfe, O immontall in 
ſure, O gate of comfozt which ne 
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ſaide, Cloſed is the pozfe of par- 
don, ſhut is the doꝛe and hatch of hope 
and interceſſion, of grace, of conſola⸗ 
tion, and of meriting any moꝛe. The 
fire dates are vaniſhed, wherin anna 
was to be gathered, but the Sabboth it 
could not be ſounde, wherio2s he muſt 


 faſtalwaies, which would not pꝛouide 
m. boꝛ himſelle in time. The pdle fuggard 
(faith Salomon ;. fearing the colve will 


not till his grounde in the Winter, 
whereby he (hall begge in the ſommer, 
and nothing ſhall be giuen him. And 
againe , He that laboureth in the ſom⸗ 
mer and lime ok harueſt, is dilcreete: but 
he that then betakes him to ſiepe, is 


the ſonne of perdition. What greater 


confuſion can there be then that which 
hapned to the riche myſer , who might 
haue purchaſed his place in heauen 
with the crums ok bꝛead that fell frõ his 
table: by his couetouſneſſe in detepning 
that litle, is now b2ought to ſuch penury 
himſell, that he craueth, e ſhall craue cõ⸗ 
finually one dꝛop of water, 2 ſhal neuer 


obtaine it. In whole heart doth not this 
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requeſt cf that wꝛetch moue a remoꝛſe. 


O father Abraham, pittie my caſe, and 
ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the top 
of his finger in the water, and may 
touch my tong therewith, foꝛ this fire 
tozmentcth me ont of mcaſure. What 
icſſe petition could be demaunded then 
this? foꝛ he durſt not requeſt one veſſel 
of water, neither would he that L aza- 
13 ſhould wet all his hande , no2 his 
whole finger, (Which is to be wondꝛed 
at) but only the toppe of his finger, and 
yet it would not be graunted vnto him. 
Wy which thou ſecſt how cloſe the gates 
of grace are ſhulte, and howe farre the 
pꝛohibition and curſe ſtretcheth, which 
is pꝛepared fo2 the vngodly, ith they 
tannot get fo ſmall a matter. Jn ſuch 
ſoꝛt, that caſt thep their gaſlip lokes 
which wap thep will, let them extend 
their hand to what place them liſt, they 
ſhall finde no crum of comfoꝛt, be it re⸗ 
uer ſo mall. And as one fallen into the 
ſea, plunging in the deapth of the wa 


ters, can finde no pericet foting, and ob] 


ten firctching out his arme, catchct 


| 
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and graſpeth round about in vaine, be- 


ing now enen ſwallowed in the gulfe: 


So ſhall it happen to the accurſed crue, 


to whome the wozide is without any 
ſtabilitie, foꝛ wading in the wanes of 
ſuch woe e wꝛetchedneſſe, and alwaies 
ſtriuing with death, without truſt o2 
ſtay of any ſucconr to leane vnto. Df 
all the areefes which is ſuffered in that 
miſcheeuous place and harbour of ad⸗ 
uerũtie, this is the greateſt: fo2 if theſe 
puntſhmenfes were determinable by 
any tune, pea though it were a thou⸗ 
ſande yeares, oz a hundzed thouſande 
million of peares, it were ſome kinde of 
comfozt, foz that which hath end, is not 
altogither to be diſpꝛaiſed: but the paine 


of the wicked ſhall be eternall, and the 


time of their diſtreſſe ſhall be cocquall 
with the dunne glozie of God: (6 long 
as God ſhall liue, ſo long ſhall they dye: 
and when God ſhall ceaſe to be that he 
is, then ſhall they likewiſe leaue to be 
that they are. O dying life, Dlimng 


_ andinmozall death, J know not whe- 
ter J ſhould call thee life oꝛ death, foz 
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if thou be life , why dycit thou? it thou 
be death, how dorſt thou ſtill endure? 
J will not thereloꝛe call thee the one no 
the other, ſoz that neither the one no 
the other, contepneth ought that gay 
is. Life hach his limits, and death dureth 
but foꝛ a time, which much auapleth to 
the allwaging of ſozrowes, but in tha 
are nepther boundes noꝛ ſpace at all 
What then art thou? Uerelp thou art 
the penaunce of like, and the plague 
of death, koꝛ thou haTthe Ning and toy 
ment of death euerlaſtingly, and ol lif 
thou hait the perpetuitie without inter 
million, GO D ſpopled both life and 
death or their happineſſe, and commit 
ted to thee, that which was left foz the 
perpetuall puniſhment of the vngodly, 
O curſed confection, O bitter pill, be| 
reſt viterly of all the benelites and de 
lights that floweth from our ſwerte Sv 
uꝛour Chꝛiſt, which is the fade that al 
wꝛetched ſinners leede vpon. J wiſh] 
therfoze,deare bꝛother, that not ſildom 
thou wouldeſt erect thy earthly mind 
to the conſideration of this eternitie, am 
as 
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a8 à beaſt of the woꝛld wouldeff ſome- 


times make thy repaſt ther vpõ. Which 


that thou mayeſt perfoꝛme effecually, 
p;opone befoze thy eyes of vnderſtan⸗ 
ding, the alfliction that a ſicke man ſul⸗ 
fereth in one night, ſpecially it her be 
ſeaſed with ſome ſharp infirmitie. Mark 
Ipꝛap the, how off he turneth t wallo- 
weth in his very bed, how he can take no 
kinde of reſt, how the night ſæmeth fo 
long vnto him, that he reckoneth euery 
houre ofthe clocke, 4 each houre ſermeth 
a day long. Ye loketh elongeth foz the 


light, which nought oꝛ little auaileth to 


moderat his miſery. Then if this ſozrow 
bee ſo great and inſuppoztable, what 
ſhall the paine be of that eternall night, 
which hath no moꝛning noz dawne of 


dap? O pꝛofounde darkeneſſe, O night 


perpetuall, O night accurſed by Gods 
owne mouth, the light whiche was 
wont to lift vp it ſelfe in the moꝛning, 
is not ſeene in thee, Conſider newe 


What a tozment it is to line alwayes 


in ſuche a night as this is, not couched 


in a (ofte bedde, as a ſicke man is, 


but 


The conuerſioi lion 
but rather in a ſoꝛnate flaming with 


fires, What ſhoulders can be able tou 


bide theſe ſo feruent heates? what heart 
will not melt with ſozrow , to continue 
in ſuch toꝛment fo2 cuer 2 Which of 
pou (ſaith God by the Pꝛophet) can ſu 
ffaine that conſuming fire, and line in 
that crceſſiue heate? © dꝛeadful thzeats, 
if that a man cannot endure poſſibly 
to put the toppe of his finger vppon 
one glowing coale, whileſt a Parer noſter 
is ſaide: howe ſhall he abide to b2oyle 
both bodie and ſoule in theſe eternal 
flames, which are lo fierce and vehe 
ment, that comparing them to tho 
which here we lee in this woꝛld, ſeeme 
of no moze foꝛce then fire paynted on 
the walles 2 Js there any iudgement 
in the earth: haue men vnderſtanding 


do they perceiue the weight of theſe] 


wozdes and thꝛeates? thinke they that 
thoſe are deuices faigned by Poets: 0) 
do they perſwade themſelues that it 
foucheth ſome others, and perteincth 
not to them? Wherein they are much 
deceiued, and ſottiſhly fede their ſo 
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lch fancte, ith it is verified by the eter⸗ 


|  ralltructh, ſaying, Heauen and earth 


ſhall decate , but my wozd ſhall neuer 
want his fozce and vigour, 


The Argument. 

We haue great cauſe to be the {ernants 
and affectionate friends of God, as well for 
the pifts of nature beftowed vpon vs, and 
the infuſion of grace which we haue alrea- 
die, and hereafter hope to receine , as alſo 
for dread of his wrath. Among which be- 
nefits and graces granted unto vs the Fa- 
craments are moſt precious. Hauing then 
receined ſuch and ſo many benefits of him, 
we ought not to ſhewe our ſelues ingrate- 
fall, that all his troubles and trauels ſuſſe- 
red here on earth, may be for our behoofe 
and profit. 

CRAP. VI. 


Com man peraduenture will mar- 
nel why J ſhould accumulate ſo ma⸗ 
- nhyrcaſons fo iuſtiſie this that J haue 
begunne , and fo confirme an appꝛoued 


| beritie, and a thing ſo commendable as 
is 


The Conuerſion 
is that atchiuing of vertue, buf this dif; 


courſe is not addzeffed to that ende, no; 


fo extenuate any doubt that may be ina 
matter ſo manileſt. 

But fo2 that monſtrous is the malice 
of our toꝛrupt minde, and the conflics 
very cruell which ſiriue to deſtroy the 
ſoncraintie of renowmed vertue , it is 
requiſite that her bulwarkes be of ſuffi⸗ 
cient ſtrength to beare the b2unt and 
ſhocke of all aſſaultes, But fe2 my bet⸗ 
fer p2ofe and pꝛogreſſe of this matter, 
if hall not be amiſſe to adiopne heren 
to, howe much we are bounde fo the 
ſcruiceofGed, not oncly foꝛ hope of the 
hire which we expect at his handes, no; 
fo2 dꝛead of his iuſtice, but cheefcip fo; 
thoſe god things which by him we pꝛe⸗ 
{ently eniop. Joꝛ ik all creatures im- 
bꝛace their benefaccours, and butt 
beaſtes acknowledge them by whom 
they haue bene reltened: ea, if the laws 
ok thankelgiuing be ol ſuch foꝛce, that the 
fierce Tpgres, Lions, and Serpentes, 
prelde to her ſegnioꝛilie, and liue vnde 
her loꝛe, _ {hall J eſcape to be av 
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tounted moꝛe cruz ll then thoſe bealles, 


| fJſhould not lou? and magniſie him, 


who hath bene fo bencficiall vnto me: 
What is there either in me 62 without 
me, whith is not iſſued from the bountis 
t God? Thou Lo2de haſt created my 
ſoule to thine owne image and ſimili⸗ 
tude, thou haft diſpoſed the oꝛganes of 
my bodte , and beautified it with ſuch 
feature and varictie cf members and 
ſences, that regarding well the curious 
cunning of the wozke , appeareth that 
it can ba w2ought by no other artificier 
then thy ſelfe. Thou haſte and doelt 
odaine daily ali thinges necellarie fo2 
the pꝛeſeruation of this thy woozke, 
thy pꝛouidence is my guide, thy hand 
doth ſuſtaine me, thy creatures ſerue 
me, thy medicines heale me, thy fove 
doth nouriſh me, thy Angels guard and 
kepe mee, thy wiſedome inktructeth 
me, thy mercy pꝛouideth foꝛ mee, and 
thy patience ſuppozfeth mee: Finally, 
all that J haue, are thy gods, thy grace, 
and thy mercy, 

Wo who giueth mee my ellente, 
| to 


| The Conuerſion 
fo be that J am, but thou that art the 
Founfaine of all eſſence and baing, 
By whoſe benefife do J line , if not by 
thine , which gueſt light and life to all 
them that bꝛeath! who giueth me iudge⸗ 
ment and vnderſtanding, if not thou 
which art the lampe ok eternall light: 
Thereloꝛe what ſhould a man do fo; 
ſuch a one, who hath him ſo much his 
benefactour 2 TUhy ſhould he not ſcrug 
him with all his foꝛces both ol bodie and 
minde, who hath made him all, and doth 
pꝛeſerue him all, both bodie and ſoule; 
and by whoſe direction he is gouerned 
altogither? Wherfo2e if we be fo much 
bounde-vnto him fo2 his benefitcs gy 
uen vs by nature, how can we gratiſi 
him ſufficiently foꝛ thoſe his giftes of 


grate 2 Pow canft thou counteruayle 
his curfefie, who amongeſt ſo ſundyy 


ſo:fs of people and nations of Jnfidels, 
bath ſingled thee out fo: himſelfe , hath 
created the a Chaſtian , and hath wa 
led thee with the water that diſtilled 
from his pꝛecious ſide, and there hath 
adozned thee loꝛ his ſonne, and hath in 

| ueſted 
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of a Sinner. 31 
uelled thee with all habites and oꝛna⸗ 
| mentes that are requiſite fo2 that dig⸗ 
nitie? But after, when againe thou 
were fallen from this pzehcminence, 
who can declare how patiently hee dio 
holde thee vp, when thou ſinnedſt? with 
what eyes did he beholde the, when 
thou madeſt no reckoning of him? how 
carefully did her guard thee, when thou 
diddeſt pꝛocraſtinate thy returne vnto 
him? with how many holy inſtincts did 
he ſtirre thee? with how many harolds 
n he ſommon thee to come, that at the 
lat, ſoꝛſaking thy fozmer follics, ſhoul- 
deſt bowe to his holy will and bent? 
But what ſhall A ſay of that ſupernall 
grace, ok that moſt excellent benifite of 
dur redemption? OL oꝛde the heauens 
blelle and extoll ther, and the Angelles 
ling pꝛapſes of thy merueilous woꝛkes. 
Mhat neede haddeſt thou of our auaile, 
02 how could our annoy bee pꝛeiudiciall 
vnto thee? If 3 ofkende(ſayth lob) what 
hurt is it vnto him? and ik thine iniqui⸗ 
ties abounde, what harme taketh her 
? and ik thou do well, what is he 

| E the 
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the better therefoze? But what commo / 


ditie? what reward can he reape at thy 


hands, who is God omnipotent , ſo rich 
and ſo free, and far from all wzacke any 
woe; that G OD (A (ay)whole wealth, 
whoſe pswer , whoſe wiſedome can be 
neither augmented no2 diminiſhed ; 
whe neither befoze the cõſtitution ofthe 
woꝛld, noꝛ after he had made all things, 
is one tot moze o2 leſſe then hee was 
befoꝛe: noꝛ it all the angels and all man 
kinde ſhould be ſaued, and ſhould pꝛaile 
him perpetually , is any whit the woy 
thier: no2 if they all were damned and 
did blaſpheme him, is leſſe gloꝛious at 
all. This ſo great a ioꝛd, not d2aWne no 
dziuen by any ſtraights at all, but of 
meere grate and bountie, whilſt our ads 
of hoſtilitie were pet in freſh memoꝛie, 
was content to encline the heauens of 
his royall maicſtie, and to deſcend into 
this Cane of calamities , fs cloath him 
with the veſture of cur moztalitte , to 
charge himſelfe with the deepe debt ofal 
our ſins, and f62 ſatiſfaction thereof, to 
endure luch tozments as were neu 

(uffere 
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ſuffered in this woꝛld. Fo2 my ſake, O 
Loꝛde, thou waſt boꝛne in a fall: foꝛ mee 
thou waſt laid in a manger; foꝛ mee thou 
waſt circumciſed the eight dax: foꝛ me 
thou waſt conueyed into Egypt: fo2 me 
(to conclude.) thou waſt perſecuted and 
turmopled with a number of infamies: 
fo: me thou watchedſt : foꝛ me thou tra⸗ 
uailedſt: loꝛ me thou ſwetteſt: fo2 mes 
thou didſt weepe : fo2 me thou halt pꝛo⸗ 
ued all thoſe euils which my enoꝛmous 
crimes haue deſerued, thou beeing in⸗ 
nocent and guiltleſſe. Finally, foꝛ mee 
thou waſt appꝛehended as a malefac⸗ 
tour, abandoned ot thy kreends, ſolde, de⸗ 
nied , pꝛeſented befoze the tribunall 
ſeate of thoſe iudges, where thou were 
accuſed , bufferted ,defamed, whipped, 
ſpitted at, ſcratched , condemned, cru⸗ 
cifted , blaſphemed , pierced with a 
ſpeare, dead and buried, Therefo2e 
with what deſert of mine, can J ac⸗ 
quite my ſelfe , J will not ſay of all theſe 
courfeſies , but of the leaſt dꝛop of blood 
ſhed out of thy holy ſide , foz me vnwoz- 
thy _ .Y is it poſſible that 

2 ould 
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I ſhould loue him ſufficiently , who ſs 
bath loued me, ſohath created me, ſo 
hath redeemed me, and hath bought mg 
fo dearely ? If A be lifted vp from the 
earth (ſayth our Sauiour) all things 
hall be dzawne after me. But with 
what chaines , with what violence? 

With the fozce of loue, and with the 
bondes ofhis benefits. With the rope 
of Adam ſayth our Loze) J willdzaw 
the vnto me, and with the knot oflone, 
Therefeze who will not bee lifted vppe 
with this dzaught 2 who will not ſuffer 
himſelfe to bee catcht and caried with 
ſuch chaines ? Ik one little dꝛop of wa- 
fer falling continnally vppon a ſtone, 
will pearce and bꝛeake it at the laſt,how 
ſhall not the bonds of ſo many benefits 
be inough to rent my ſtony heart a ſan 
der? And if the very earth wꝛought in 
the feruent heat, is ſometimes conuer⸗ 
ted into fire, how ſhall my heart be fre 
from burning „ beeing ſo beſet with the 
glowing coles of ſach vnmeaſurabls 
love 2 ifitbee fo haynous an offence not 


to loue this Loꝛde, what ſhallit be to ob 


fend 
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fend him, fo deſpiſe him, and fo tranſ⸗ 
greſſe his commaundementes 2 How 
tanſt thou haue any heart o2 hand to 
offende thoſe handes which haue bene 
ſo bountifull vnto ther, which foz thee 
were ſpꝛead vpon the croſſe:When that 
laſciuious woman beſought the Patri- 
arke Ioſeph, that he would betray his 
maiſter, the holy man repelled her with 
this ſaying , Behold , O wzetched wo⸗ 
man, what truſt my Lo2d hath repoſed 
in me, to put all that he hath into mx 
handes, except thee his wife , therefoze 
with what face can J commit this vila- 
nie againſt my Soueraigne? Mhich 
is as if he had ſayd, If my Loꝛd hath 
been ſo friendly affectioned towards me, 
if he hath. committed ail that he hath to 
my cuſtodie, if in ſach wiſe he hath fans 
cied and honoured me, that in me only 
it reſteth to diſpoſe of his affaires: how 
map J, beeing tped with the bonds of ſs 
many benefites , haue any handes at all 
to offende a Loꝛde ſo liberall? And if 
doeth not content him fo ſay, It is no 
reaſon to offende him: but, How can J 
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offend him ? fo2 the greatneſſe of god 


turnes, do not onely reſtraine the will, | 


but in a manner all power and poſlibili⸗ 
tie to annoy the benefactoz. And it bin- 
deth faſt both the handes and the feete of 
a man, that he cannot ſtriue againſt it. 

Vhereloꝛe if theſe kind of teremonies, 
as to bee gratefull foꝛ god turnes bee of 
ſo great fozce , what ſhall we thinke of 
the beneſites of God: That man com⸗ 
mitted to Joſephs fidelitie all his buſts 
neſſe, and God hath put into thy hands 
all that he hath . Conſider then howe 
much Gods treaſures are moꝛe woy 
thy then any that Pharao did poſſeſſe, 


fo2 that ſo much moze is this which | 


thou eniopeſt, then was that which J- 
ſeph did receiue. But tell me what thing 


hath God, which he hath not giuen into 


thy hands: heauen, earth, the lunne, the 
mone, the ſtarres, the ſea, birdes, fiſhes, 
fres , beaſts, and finally all that is con⸗ 
teined vnder the golden globe, he hath 
beffowed vppon thee : and yet not that 
onely which is here belowe in earth, but 
ukewiſe all that is in the Heauens @ 

bone, 
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bone, which is the gloꝛp, the riches, and 


| the delights of Angels and Saintes, 


which are there pꝛaping buſily fo2 thy 
commoditte . All things ſaith the Apo⸗ 


ſtle) are yours, whether it be Paul, oꝛ paul. 
Apollo, oꝛ Peter, bee it the woꝛlde, bee it 


life, bee it death, bee it the time pꝛeſent, 
o2 that to come, all is yours , foz that all 
ſerueth fo2 your behwfe: and yet not that 
alone which is aboue the heauens , but 
theLozd ofheauen himſelfe, hath giuen 
vs his onely ſonne , after (nnd2y ſoꝛts, 
ſometimes as a patron, ſometimes as a 
defendoz, ſometimes as a ſauiour, ſome⸗ 
times loꝛ a teacher, ſometime foz a Phi- 


ſitian, ſometime fo2 a rewarde , ſome⸗ 


time fo2 a conſeruation , ſometime fo 
a remedie,and fo2 cach other our need. 


Che Father hath ginen vs his ſonne, 


the ſonne hath merited fo2 vs the hos 
ly Ghoſt , the holy Ghoſt hath made 
vs meritoꝛious of G O D the Father 
himſelfe , from whome floweth the 
ſtreames of all felicitie. @hercſo2e if 
this father (as the Apoſtle ſapth) hath 


Iiuen vs his onely ſonne , which was 
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the greateſt gift he could beſfow on bs, 
* howe will hee not deliuer vnto vs with 
him all other things whatſoeuer? Ther⸗ 
foꝛe if it bee true that God hath giuen 
vnto thee al that he hath, if he hath wzapt 
thee faſt with obligation of ſo many be⸗ 
nefites : howe is it poſſible that thou 
ſhouldeſt moleſt oꝛ greeue ſo liberall and 
bountifull a benefadour: Jf it be a gra 
uous crime, not to be thankfull foz ſo 
god turnes: what ſhall it be to adiopne 
to ingratitude, the contempt and offence 
of the benefacto2 2 It that young man 
founde himſelle in ſuch bondage, and lo 
impotent to annop him who had com⸗ 
mitted to his fidelitie the charge of his 
houſe: what heart oꝛ courage canſt thou 
haue to offend him, which fo2 thy be⸗ 
hoe hath created both heauen & earth? 
O moze vngratefal then the very beaſt, 
O moze cruell then the Tigres, O moꝛe 
inſerſivle then the lenſleſſe creatures, 
not to conſider ſo great a fall: fo2 what 
beaſt, what Lion, what Tiger, did euer 
hurt the man that did them god: 
Saint Ambroſe wꝛiteth, that a * 
a 
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{lone night howled and toni big 
maiſter , which was flaine by his ene⸗ 
mie: whither repairing many the next 
mozning , to view the dead coꝛpes, as 
nongſt whom the murtherer alſo made 
his appearance, whome ſo lone as the 
dag beheld, furiouſly ranne vpon him, 
nluch wiſe, that the malefactour was 
defected thereby. TWherefozeifa dogge 


n a apeece of bzead did ſhewe ſuch loyall 


lue to his maiſter: howe canſt thou 
become ſo vngratefull,to ſuffer thy ſelle 
in the lawe of reaſon and humanitie, 
to be inferiour to a dogge ? If that beaſt 
was wꝛoth againſt him that had flame 
his maiſter : what wilte not thou bee 


both againft them that haue killed 


thy Lozde and Soucraigne 2 and who 
are thoſe that hane killed him, but only 
thy offences ? theſe are euen they that 
twke him, that bounde him, that whip- 
ped him, that nayled him to the Croſle. 
F02 all the toꝛments had not bene ſul⸗ 
ficient fo2 this exployt, had they not 
bene aſſiſted by thine offences, Mher⸗ 
loze then doeſt thou not ware wod as 
E 5 gainſt 
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gainſt theſe ſo cruell murderers which 
haue bereaued thy Lozd ok his life, 
WMherefoꝛe, ſeeing him dead in thy ſight;| 
doth not thy affection increaſe toward 
him, and thy wꝛath towards ſin, which 
bath killed him, knowing that whatſo 
euer in this woꝛld hee hath ſaid, done, g; 
ſuffered, was to impꝛint ſuch an hatred 
in our hearts againſt ſin, that we ſhouh 


deteſt it vtterly. To ſlay finne he dyed| 


himſelfe , and to binde it hand and fote, 
bath ſufferedhimſelfe to be bound vpon 
the croſſe , UWhy then wilt thou mal 
fruſtrate all the labours and paines of 
Chaiſt 2 Wilt thou run headlong int 
the thꝛaldome and bondage fro whence 
Chꝛiſt hath deliuered thee with the ray 
ſome ok his pꝛecious blod 2 why doel 
thou not tremble and ſhiner at the onely 
name and ſound? of ſin, now that thoy 
haſt ſeene the extremities that Chaiſt/ 
ſed in the remouing thercof? what could 
GOD da moze to reſtraine vs from 
ſinne, then to let himſelf befoꝛe vs bow 
ed pitifully vpon a croſſe 2 who durſt di 
pleaſe God, if hee ſaw heauen and carth 


Open 
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open befoze him? yet much moze it is to 
(z God ſtretcht vppon a croſſe, then all 
this. Mherſoꝛe, whoſoeuer is not ſtirred 
with this motiue, there is nothing in the 
wide woꝛld, whereby he map be reduced 
from the fonde and perillous tourney 
wherein he is centred. 


The Argument. 


God doth not ſuffer theſe to want auy 
thing neceſſarie to this world, which bee 
rihteous,and do keepe his comandement s, 
but doth comfort them with his graces and 
gifts infinitly, as well temporall as ſpiritual, 
preſent, as thoſe to come, Whereof the vn- 
godly haue exceeding great ſcarcitie , for 
that noble vertue is cuermore aſſociated 
with all good things,and contrarmnſe,vice 
with miſchiefes and miſeries. 

Chap. V IT . 
Put peraduenture thou wilt ſay, that 
all theſe things befoze treated of, are 


right iuſt, as well p god things as y 
£ . eull, pet 


ED The Conuerſion | 
pet deſireft to ſ& ſome p2eſenf motin, i 
which ſhould ſerue to eleuate thy hear, , 
fithe the thinges obiected to our dat t 
viewe, do moue vs moꝛe fozcibly, fl 
theſe things alſo we will giue the hl; 
glut, and thou ſhalt haue thy lacietie "be 
that thou deſireſt. Foz admit our Loy 
had kept the beſt wine and meate fil 
the ende ofthe banket, pet foꝛ all this, þ n 
will not that his ſeruants ſhould faink| f 
with famine by the wap: fo2 * q 
0 
| 


eth very well if they ſhould be ſo ſcay 
ted, they cannot continue in their tour 
ney. UWherefo:c he ſaid vnto Abraham 
Feare not, O Abraham , fo2 J am th 
defendour , and thy rewarde ſhall by 
great, By theſe woꝛds two things an 
pꝛomiſed, one in this pꝛeſent life ( as 
he was his defendour in all things per 
teyning therevnto) the other in the lin 
to come, which is the guerdon reſerued 
fo him. But hawe great the firſt pꝛo⸗ 
miſe is, and howe many ſwærts ſolaces 
it contepneth, no man knoweth, but 
be that hath read the Scriptures div 
gently , which inculkcth and repeateth 

nothing 
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fr, | fhing mo2e then the ſingular pꝛero⸗ 
tir, gatiues which our Loꝛde hath pꝛomi⸗ 
earl ſed to his ſeruaunts in this life. Reade 
90 the holy Pſalme of the Pꝛophet, Domui- prajs 
ms regit me: Reade, Qui habitat in ad- Plal. t. 
th Frag Regarde with thy vnderſtan⸗ Plal. 18. 
ed ding, Diligam te domine fortitudo mea: 
Loy! nde the benedicions and the curſes 
: il of D-uteronomium : finally,reade the 
I new and old Teſtament, and thou (half 
uni le apparantly, what fauour and friends 
; 0 1 Vp is pꝛomiſed to the iuſt and righte⸗ 
a0 out in this life, Meare the verdit of Sa- 
an lomon in his Pꝛouerbes vpon this mats 
am ter, BElelled is the man that hath found 
* wiſedome , fo2 it auayleth moꝛe to- poſ⸗ 
ſefſe that, then all the heapes of golde 
and ſiluer, be it neuer ſo fine and pꝛeti⸗ 
0] ous; it is of greater pꝛice then all the 
* ' riches ol the woꝛld: and all that can be 
withed foz , and deſired in the heart of 
Id man, is nothing comparable therevnfo. 
ol The length ol his dates are in his right 
hand, and in his let, are rithes and glo- 
15 rit: his wayes are faire, and his pathes 
4 peateable, and to all them that obtaine 
0 it, 
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if, and to encry one that with pere 
raunce ſhall emoy it, ſhall be happe 
Marke then, my ſonne, the conſtitution | 
and counſailes of God , foꝛ this ſhall hi 
likings and life to thy ſoule , Then (hat | 
thou take thy tourney voyde of cat 
and thy fete thall not fayle ther: ik than 
lleepe, thou ſhalt not be affrighfed: andi! 
thou betake thee to reſt, thou ſhalt han 
a quiet repoſe, This (deare bꝛother) u 
the ſolace and quietneſle that the rights] | 
ous haue in their wayes : but conſider 
howe much the wayes of the wicke 
differeth from this by the ſentence ofthe 
Scriptures; vnhappinelle, and luckleſ 
chaunce is euer in their wap, neythe 
know they what it is fo tread the ſteps 
of peace and tranquilitie. And again, 
Eccleſiaſtick lapth : The path ol the wn 
inſt is ful of lets and obſtacles, and at the 
ende of their tourney ſoꝛ an harbour i 
addꝛeſſed fo2 them, hell, darkeneſſe, am 
paine , Doth it ſeeme now god vnte 
thee to diuert from the way of God, ft 
follow the way of the wozld , beeinglo 
contrary each to other, not onelp in the 
end, 


t 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſene end, bu alſo in the midway , and at eue⸗ 
ppi ryſtep ? Which then is the greater ins 
tiom connerucnce , to endeuour thzongh ons 
all by] tozment to get another toꝛment, oꝛ eiſe 
Chat| with one repoſe to atchieue an other re⸗ 
care] pole: But that thou mapeſt diſcerns 
thon] moze clearely the manifolde benefites 
ndil which pzeſently do accompanie this 
ham] god thing, bee attentiue to the pꝛo⸗ 

5) ü fſe that G.©D himlelfe made to the 
thts] Pꝛophet E/ay , to the obſeruers of his 
ſider] commaundements , in theſe weozdes, 
cked] accozding to the intent of diners In⸗ 
Cthej terpzeters 2 When thou ſhall be (ſayth 
lem her) ſuch and ſuch , as J haue willed 
ther] thee to be,vnwares ſhall come vpon ther 
eps] the dawne of baght day (that is the 
ine, light of iuſtice ) which ſhall caſt out 
vu and banniſh quite the dꝛyerie darknefſe 
the] of thy errours and defaultes , and 
ris] ſhalt quickely knowe true health, 
nj and the equitie of thy well doings 
no ſhall ſtande befoze thee as a burning 
to] lampe, and the glozy of our L od, ſhall 
((0] eninron the on euerp ſids „ that thou 
the 3 be honoured in the ſight ol God, 
ld, and 


The Conuerſion 
and men, Then ſhalt thou call vpon the 
name of our Lo2de, and he will heary 
the,becauſe thou louedſt him, and ſhal 
fay. vnto thee , behold me here pꝛeſt tg 
accompliſh whatſoeuer thou canſt aſky, 
Then in the middeft and deepe darke 
neſſe of the fribulation and diſtreſſe of 
this life, the comfoztable beames of dy 
nine fauour ſhall ſhine vpon ther, am 
thy tribulation ſhall be as the middeſt of 
the day,fo2 that our Loꝛd had oꝛdeyned, 


that thy miſeries themſelues, and thy 
tranſgreſſions palled, ſhould accumulat | 


vnto the greater felicitie , pzeſenting 
alwayes to thy minde aſſured peace, 
and firme tranquilitie. And in the tim 
of ſcarcitie and famine, he ſhall feede tha 
full, and ſhall ſupply thy wantes aboun 
dauntlp, and thy bones ſhall be deliue⸗ 
red from death, and from the flames of 
eternall fire, and thou ſhalt be like vnto 
a moyſt garden, and as a fountain: 
which runneth inceſſantly: and in the, 
that ſhall be accompliſhed which many 
peares hath bene vnfiniſhed, to the ende 
thou maieſt ſtand vpon a ſure founda⸗ 

tion, 
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lion, from generation to generation, 
Pats! and if thou wilt endenour to celebꝛate 
hal | my ſeſtiuall dates , not contrining them 
& to] in fwlifh delightes, noz in pꝛeferring 
ſke,] thy will befoze mine,obſeruing careful- 
| ty my will and beheſt in this voyage: 
e | then will J create thee aLozd, and will 
du gine thee ſuch ſolaces as ſhall farre ſur⸗ 
paſſe all pleaſures of the woꝛlde. And J 
will exalt the aboue the higheſt turrets 
of the earth, fo a moſt bleſſed ſtate of 
life, wherevnto neither foꝛtune no2 hu⸗ 
maine nature can adde oꝛ defract ought 
at all. And after all this, J wil enffal ther 
info the pzectons inheritaunce that J 
pꝛomiſed to Iacob thy father, which is 
the benediction of gloꝛie, becauſe the 
mouth of God hath ſpoken it. Theſe are 
the rewards which God pꝛomiſed to his 
leruantes, of which although ſome are 
yet to come, notwithſtanding many or 
them pertaine to this pꝛeſent life. As 
is that new light and heauenly bꝛight⸗ 
nefle, that abundance ot all things, that 
allured truſt in GO D, that diuine alli⸗ 
Lance to al petitions and demands, that 

F peace 
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peace and ſecuritie of conſcience , that 


diuine pꝛouidence and pzofection » that 
flouriſhing Gardein (which is the dep 
king and garmſhment of grace) the 
fountaine which floweth continually, 
which is the great plentie of all things, 
thoſe ſupernalltoyes which cxceede the 
capacitie of man, that lifting vp of the 


ſpirite which cannot be augmented by} 


alliſtance of humane nature. 

Theſe fauours and pꝛerogatiues pv 
miſed by God, are all the wozkes ofhis 
mercy, the influence of his grace, the 


teſtimonies of his lone, the effect of ih 


fatherly pꝛouidence he extendeth to hu 


ſeruaunts. Upon euery one of theſe 1]. 
could ſay much moꝛe then the bzcinti| 


of this volume will permit, fo2 that ens 
ry of them would aſke a ſcuerall Tres 


fiſe, UWherefoze the tuſt ſhall retoyce df 


all thele god thinges, both in this li, 
and in the life to come, whereol the vn 
tuft ſhall be vtterip deſtitute. By which 
meanes, marke what oddes is betwt 
the one part and the other, nowe tha 
theſe are ſo fauoured from heauen 2 

tho 
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thoſe in ſuch diſtrelle and penury, ſoꝛ it 
thou conſider aduiſedly all things befoze 
treated of, 4 doeſt weigh the eſtate and 
condition both of the iuſt and vniuſt, 
thou ſhalt finde that the lot of the righ⸗ 
teous is in the fausur of God, but that 


of the vngodly in viter diſgrace : theſe The eſtate 
are his friendes , the other his pꝛokeſled of the good 
bes: theſe emoy the light, the other 


dwell in darknefle : theſe participate in 
delight with Angels, thoſe with dairie 
ſwine: theſe are free indeed, and maſters 
of themſclues,thoſe other the thꝛals and 
baſſalls of Satan : theſe liue in vnilie, 
thoſe other in deadly diſcozd : the truſt 


aͤnd teſtimonie of a kalle conſcience , de⸗ 


lighteth theſe, and fo the other mindes, 
reſoꝛteth alwayes the guilt of their fil⸗ 
thy facts : theſe with a reſolute minde 
abide the bꝛunt of tribulation in their 
accuſtoined place, thoſe other, as light 
chaffe are repelled by the winde: theſe 
depende vpon the anker of hope, thoſe 
other haue no ſtay to leane vnto, being 
obiected to cuery charnce and chaunge 
ol fickle foꝛtune: the pzayers of theſe 

2 are 
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are acceptable to the eares of the Log, 
the other petitions are odidus and exe 
crable. The death of theſe is quiet am 
glozious with diuine honour , and that 


of the others troubleſome , defamed 


fraught with a thouſand feares. Final 
ly,theſe line as childꝛen vnder the guard 


and gouernment of God, they fleepe ſe / 


curely vnder the winges and ſhadow of 
his pzomdence : but the others excy 
ded from this diuine pꝛotection, way: 
der to and fro as ſcattered beaſts with 
out head oz guide, thꝛuſt out to apparant 
perils and alaroms of foztune, Then i 
ſuch and ſo excellent perfections dw ac 
company vertue, what reſtrapnt can 
there be, why thou ſhouldeſt not im 
bꝛace ſo ſoueraigne a thing? what can 
thou alleage fo2 thy excuſe herein? Ts 
wꝛangle and ſay, this is not true, tan 
not extenuate thy guilt , ſeeing thou ſeel 
howe it is founded vppon the infallible 


wozd of God, and teſtimonies of the}. 


ſcripture. To ſap theſe perfections art 
of (mall pace, auayleth not, fo2 that (a 
Jhaue befoze mentioned) they my 
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all that mans heart can wiſh foz. To al⸗ 
leage that thou art thine owne enemie 
herein, and that thou doeſt not deſire 
thele god things „is moſt vntrue: fo2 a 


man is by nature a friende to himlelfe, 


and humaine will hath felicitie fo2 his 
ſubiect, which is the ende of his deſires, 


Lo affirme that thou haſt no ſence noz 


taſte hereof, ſufficeth not to acquite thy 
crime, conſidering thou beleueſt them 
to be true, although thou canſt not taſte 
them. Oꝛiginall ſinne bereaued thee of 
thy taſte herein, but not of thy faith, and 
faith is a teſtumonie moꝛe ſure , moze 
ſecure, and moze doubtleſſe, then all os 
ther experiences, witneſſes, and war- 
rants of the woꝛlde. Wherefoze then 
doeſt thou not pꝛeferre this teſtimonie 
befoze all the other allegations? Why 
doeſt thou not attribute moze to fayth, 
then to thine owne ſoftiſh ſeeming and 
mdgement 2 O that thou wauldeſt de- 


- termmately commit thy ſelfe into the 


handes and armes of God, and truſt fo 
him onely, how ſuddenly ſhouldeſt thou 


percetue in thy ſelle the accomplith- 
3 ment 
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| The Converſion 
ment of theſe pꝛopheſies, ſhouldeſt ſom 
ſee the greatneſle of theſe treaſures, 
ſhouldeſt ſe how ſenſleſſe and blinde al 
woꝛldlings are, which do neither feele 
noꝛ fancy this fclicitie, and ſhouldeſtſe 
with howe iult reaſon God commany 
ded vs this kinds of life, ſaying, Come 
vnto me al ve that are laden and weary, 
and J will eaſe your greefe, Keceiue 
my yoke vppon you, and then ye ſhal 
finde comfozt in pour ſoules , fo2 it is 
full werte and delectabie, God is mo de⸗ 
cepuer , his pꝛomiſes are neither fall 


noꝛ fraudulent, Which ſith it is boi 


deed, Why doeſt thou flee oꝛ fapnt 2 Why 
doeſt thou abandon peace andpleaſure: 
Wherefoze deſpiſeſt thou the allure 
mentes and ſwerte ſoundes of thy pda 
ſtoꝛ .? Hob dareſt thou to chaſe vertu 
from ther, hauing ſuch a gallant ſuper 
ſcription, as here thou ſeeſt grauen by 


OO r dA ame: O0anf.. aunt amcoc 


the hande of God 2 It was much left 
then this, that Quene Sabba hit 
heard of Salomon, and pet the tam 


from the vttermolt partes of the earth. 


to trie whether thole things were tin 
whit 
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bhich were repozted vnto her, Wherc/ 
foze then Hearing ſuch and ſo certaine 
things of vertue, doeſt thou not betake 
ther to a litle trauell 2 If thou wilt be al⸗ 
ſured hereof, graunt thy ſelle vnto the 
woꝛd ol God, and confidently commit 
thy ſelle into his handes , loſe thy (cle 


from the bands which hath w3apt and 


wonne ther, and thou ſhalt ſg that the 
faneof vextue is leſſe then her merite, 
and that what ſoeuex we haus ſaid is no⸗ 
thing, in compariſon of e l 
proper — oy 


Fi — 1 1 
To a in 7 ume, with a thouſand 


excuſes and delaiesʒ intendling to amend his 
life hereafter ,decetgeth a Christian mar- 


-weffoufly: For by this meanes he blindeth 


and — himſelſe in the durtie dung- 


bill of vice, and waxeth daily more prone 
thereunto, in ſuch wiſe, that iniquitie ta- 
king deep roote in the intrailes of his mind, 
it will very hardly be remoned. 
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| kon und: Cacilitie : : which is one of the groffelt 
' ly fnaits; errours wherewith a man may delude 


ceiueih 
himſel fe. 
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C HAP. VIII. 

N Dtwithltanding all theſe allerttös 
whereby the tondition ol vertue i 
iuſtiñied ſufficiently, the wicked wi 
neuer want their wonted ercules and 
delaies: fozas it is witten, Me that wil 
ſhake oft his friend, ſearcheth foz a cauſe 
ol quarroil, but in ſo doding, he meriteth 
a greeuous' repzehenſivi - and tontrol 
ment. Pet ſome-there-be which with 
one onoly donde will euſſt reply toall 
this, ſaying, It ſufficeth them to amouy 
hereafter, and then to reduce the tourt 
of their life to a better oꝛder : feliſhly 
feyning to themſelues, that it is to han 
a matter pꝛeſently foz them ſo to ds, 
and that in time to come, they may al 
tempt & atchieue this thing with moe 


- htmſelfe, Fo2 if thou mindeſt ſo long 
fo p2oceede and perſeuere in that peri 
lous path wherein thou art entred, flill 
anginenting the heape of thine iniqui 
* » howe cant thou lo eaſily hereaf- 

ter 


43 
' | txfozlakeit at hy pleaſure , thy naugh- 
tie conditions -beeing growne by conti⸗ 
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mall cuſtome into an habife 2 Further; 
thou continue herein , euill cuſtoms 
ſhall bee moze foztified and confirmed, 
| mdnaturs ſhall be cozrupted the moze, 
and the dinell ſhall pzenaile and haue 
mozepower vpon thee , and ſhalt be Mill 
father from the fanour of G O D, and 
conſequently moze blinde , mc2e encli⸗ 
ned and plunged deeper in the ſtinking 
puddle of iniquitie · Then howe can 
— thee ko perfozme this 
bulineſſe „ bteing increaſed with theſe 

news difficulties , by reaſon ok thy per⸗ 
ſeueraunce in ſinne Ik cuerp time 
that thou doeſt offend, thou leaueſt bes 
hinde thes a dayes iourney of thy vop⸗ 
age to wardes vertue: how canſt thou 
moze readily frame thy ſelle thereunto 
hereafter , hauing let flip ſo many daics 
tourney, as thou haſt committed offen⸗ 
ces? It map well appeare, that by this 
anſwere thou art inſtructed by the fa- 
theroflyes and falſhod , that after thou 
haſt ſo long inured thy ſelle to vice and 
F 5 foily, 
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follp, and haſte runned a race ſo fam 
from the trade of vertue , hall then bee 
moſt eaſie fo thee to attapne therevy 


to, But among theſe things, what ſhal 


I ſay ofthe great power of cuſtome, am 
ok the foꝛce ſhee hath to binde and way | 
the faſtin wickedneſſe ? Foꝛ truxitis,| 
that as they which faſten a nayle ina 
ny thing, with cuery ſtroke they dau 


| 
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- 
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it further in, and vet with other ſirokes | 


further, and ſo the moꝛe ſtill they ſtrine, 


the moꝛe they kaſten it -, and Warxeth 
thereby the moze harde to pull out # 
gaine: In like maner}by each euill lat 
we commit, vice, a8 it were with a ba⸗ 
tle, is moꝛe degely rammed into our 
minde , where it is fired do faſt, that 
there can very hardly hee faunde any 
fo:ce able to remone it. Whereby we 


{ 


ſex not ſelvome, that the olde age of thols 


| 


who in their flouriſhing peares were | 


Wholelp giuen to carnalitie, is often ſub⸗ 
1:>& to the diſſolute manners of they! 
pouth, yea although they then abhozrs 
them, and nature thereof dilclapmelh 
vtterly ; which onely commeth to paſle 


thzo0ug) | 


fany 


= 
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$zongh the tyꝛanny of euill cuſtome. 
Fozitis affirmed by Job that p bones 

ofthe wicked, (hall be full of thoſe vices 
a that they pledt iu their vouth, which ſhall 
 accbpany them in their graues, in ſuch 
ig) weer vice hath no other end then death, 
2 which is the diſſolution and extinguiſh⸗ 
ment of all moꝛtall things, which onelp 
2 to redꝛeſſe and cure it. And the 


| cauſe hereof, is cuſtome cõrmed Which 
nowe is growne to nature. Joꝛ vi⸗ 


cious appetites, taking ſuch rote in the 
bones and bowels of their ſoule, is cuen 


like vnto a iopnt ague, which hauing 


ſetled it ſelfe in the intrailes of a man. 
is become incurable. The very ſame 
thing is ſhewed by our Sauiour in the 
reſurrection of Lazarus, which had lien 
dead nowe foure dates, whome GOD 


called againe to life with ſuch vehement 


ſhꝛikes and cries : notwithſtanding hee 
raiſed many from death befoze,with ſuch 
falicitie, thereby to make it knowne vn- 
to vs, what a wonder if was that Cov 
raſed him againe , who foure dayes had 
bene dead and buricd, 
This 
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This long fince, is eſpicd to be in nm 


F02( as Saint Auguſtine openeth this 
place) ofthzſe foure daycs , the firſti 
the delight we haue in ſinne: the ſecond 
is, the conſent ot minde: the third , the 
accomplichment in deede:the fourth, the 
perſeuerante in ſin: and he that is con 
fothis point, is Lazarus lping dead four 
bayes,who cannot be receiued but with 
the loud lamentations and teares of ou 
Sautour. If peraduenture this chaunce 
vato thee ( which very ſeldome hapneth 
fo anyp)tcll mee what lawe canſt thou al 
leadge foꝛ thy leawdneſle, that Godby 
foꝛe all woꝛlds hauing loued and created 
thee, to inueſt thee with the gloꝛp of eter 
nall felicitie, wilt not conſume in the ſer⸗ 


uice ot him, who hath bin thy benefaag 


and friend ſo long, in this ſhozt ⁊ baickle 
life chat thou eniopeſt. 


The Argument, 


Repentance ought not to be deferred 
to the end of life, for the God doth ſeldome 
grant them his grace to dye well. For he 
that 


fel 


* » ka A 
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chat hath lead a leaud life, hath commoniy 
aworſe death : and ſo findeth a righteous 
recompence for his vniuſt deſerts. 


CHAP. IX. 


Ut ſome there be lo blinde t ſhame⸗ 
leſſe, that it ſuffiſeth them not to 
haue ſinned all their life paſſed, but they 
relolne with themlelues Wilkullp to 


vwallowe therein, vntill they ſenſiblp 


fiele themſclues afſited with the very 
fommons of death. O dꝛeadfull time, full 
ak perplexitie, what thinkeſt thou with 
this pace to purchaſe the Bingdome of 
Þeauen , and to merit the ſocictie and 
leate of Angels? Doeſt thou not ſeæ, that 


Uhatſo euer is done at this time, is ne⸗ 


teſlitie, and not will: is fozced , and not 
free: is conſtraint, and not conſent: is 
feare, and not friendſhip: pet it is loue, 
not the loue of God , but ſelfe lou, 
which ſhunneth naturally his owne 
annoy? Doelt thou not perceiue, that 
theſe things are mere oppoſite to the 
tale ofequitie , that thou hauing dedi⸗ 

cated 
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cated the whole tearme of thy life gf þ 
deuotion of the dinell , writ in the enn þ 


require to be rewarded of God? Dog 
thou not behold herein, euen that whiq 
the fine foi Uirgins did pzcpary, 


Whereol the Cuangeliſt theweth , that 
they were making them readie, whe 
tzzp ſhoulde haue giuen vppe their a 
coinits 2 Thcrefoze , how canſt thou 
expect any better ſuccefle , then thou art 
admoniſhed by this example, confi 


ing in the ſclfefame caretulneſſe? Cod iz 
mightie, and can inſpire vpen vs tru] - 


repentance when he liſt: but owed 
ten it happeneth at this houre , and 
howe fewe they bee, which then repent 
hartilp, aſke S. Auguſtine, S. Ambrole, 
S. Gregory, and all other Saints, and 
thou ſhalt ſee howe pꝛeciſelp and [cri 
puloufly they ipcake in this matter, 
and thou thalt well perceiue what a 
madneſſe it is, ſo confidentip to commit 
thy ſelle to the mercie of a gulle, Where 
Into ſo many (kilfuil Pilots did paſſe, 


with ſach great hoꝛrour and feare, To | 


dye well, is a knowledge which ought 


b 
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ile 6] he learned all the life befoze , foꝛ in the 
end! houreofdeath, the diſeaſed is cumbꝛed 
Dod with ſo many cares and greefes , that hos 


Vhic 
pare, 
tha 


Ven; 


ix d. 


thou 


1 art 
wy 
dis 
try 
I 
and 
ent 
ole, 
nd 


hath no leyſure to learne to dye well. It 
s.4 generall rule, that as the life is of 
enery man, ſuch is his daath.Uhereby 
itfolloweth , that it the life bee niches 
nous, the death is miſerable, except God 


fo; ome ſpeciall purpoſc doth diſpoſe it fermable io 
otherwiſe, Theſc be not my woꝛds, but cheir life. 


the Apoſtics ſapings: The ende of the 
bngodly, ſhall br like vnto their deſerts. 
Foz ſpeaking generally , neither do 
we loke foz a god euent of wicked be⸗ 
ginnings , noꝛ ol god attemptes, cuil 
happes. Reade ouer the whole pble, 
and thou ſhalt not heare any thing res 
peated ſo oft as this: What ſeede a man 
ſoweth, ſuch croppe ſhall he gather: and 
that in the extremifte or death, the vn⸗ 
luſt ſhall reape the fruite of their tra⸗ 
uels: and that God weill impart to euery 
man accoꝛding to his merits: and that 
the death of euerp man, {hali be confo2- 


ma ble to the life he hath lead: and that 


the iuſcice ofthe righteous man, ſha be 
Von 
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vppon his head, and the curſe of thew 
godly vpon his head, likewiſe with; 
thouſand ſuch like ſentences, Jfallth 
diuine ſcriptures might be powzed out 
to ſee what wouldifſae thereof, ſcarce 
ny thing would appeare moze offenty 
our view then this, 

Wherefo2eifthy wozkes be wicka 
and thy life likewiſe , what other thing 
can we pꝛognoſticate thereof, but that 
the ende will ſucceede as the beginning 
and middle hath beene 2 What thing 
elſe ſhall we thinke him to gather in the 
other life, but coꝛruption, who in this 
life hath ſowen nothing elſe but coꝛrup⸗ 
tion? Peraduenture as our Dautour 
ſaith,UWe may gather roſes ofthoznes, 
fiages of furſe-buſhes, c. If the houſe 
of the wicked, as Salomon ſayth, decl 
neth towards death, and his fte path 
leadeth directly to hell, what other pan 
can bee expected after this nauigation, 
but euen ſuch an ende as where the 
wall oꝛ tre ſhall fall, which bendeth to 
one fide , but in that part whither it 
boweth moſt, #92 he whole life, whole 
dwings, 
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dings, whole thoughts hath bene their 
aicty regard to hell, foꝛ that they haue 
i deſerued it) where ſhall he ſettle him⸗ 
(elfe after all this, but euen there right 2 
where ſhall he haue his habitation, if 
not in outward darkenelſe, which al⸗ 
bay walked in in ward darkneſle: how 
wouldeſt thou baing to palle, that in the 
ende ol his tourney he ſhould arriue in 
heauen, which hath alwapes purſucd 
the beaten pathe that lycty ſtraight to 
hell? 


The Argument. 

Wee ought not to abuſe the mercie of 
God, perſcuering in ſinne, vpon confidence 
thereof. For if Gods mercy cas ſuſſer ſo 
many Infidelles in the worlae , and in the 
Church ſo many wicked Chriflians , and 
that all thoſe 2 be caſt away quite: he 


willalſo ſaffer that euery one which [Hil re- 


maneth in ſinne,ſhall periſh cternal.y. 


CHAP. X. 

AN if on the other ſide thou ſay, 
that great is the mercie of God, 
which dowth embolden thee in ſuch 

G ſozt, that 
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chat continuing in thy naughtie li 6 
aͤre vet alſured ol thy laluation. But ia 
mae, how canit thou offer greater inn wi 
rie to the mcrcy of God, then ok his hy| a 
neuolence to take occaſion to diſpleay] g. 
hun: Who taught thee to argue inthy| y 
ſozt, chat becauiz God is awd and gy 1 
cious, thou ſheuldeſt haue leave to u 5 
vngracious, and to merit heauen then, 
by? The holp Ghoſt neuer taught ths 
this kinde of reaſoning , but rather i 
this faſhion , That Cod being ſo god 
ought to be Honoured, obcyed , E imb 
ced, aboue all other thinges: wherefoy| 5 
ſith God is pittikull, it is god realon, 
that in him J lhou!de repoſe my whol| | 
truſt and conlidence that he will partay 
my trcipalics, bee thep neuer fo ha 
nous ſo that J deteſt them vtterlp, tw 
ning mp ſelfe vnto him with a ſincere 
heart. But pzocccding aiwayes in ſinne, 
beizxu? it well, hee will not abeare it 
yea, he will condemne thee and hats 
the the moꝛe, whome hee ſuſereth b 

long. Thou canſt not gainſay me, that | | 
of an hundzeth partes of the wozldy, | 
there 
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. ky fire is ſcarce one repleated with Chai 
"Y ſans , and that of ninetie and nine 


wh 
als 


1 thy 


which abide in the woꝛlde, none are ſa⸗ 
Foz as in the time of that great 
none was laued out or the Arke of 
Me, no2 out of the houlc of be, 
hone eſcaped of thoſe which dwelt in 
Heruſalem : (0 none can be ſaued out 
ofthe houſe of God, which ie his church, 
tuen that which wee call Chꝛiſtianitie. 
Beholde in what pickle and perplexitie 
it ſtandeth in theſe dapes, and theu 


ſhalte finde fo2 certaine, that in this 
whole myſticall bodte from toppe to toe, 
is ſcarce any thing entire and lounde. 
Bette aparte ſome pꝛincipall Cittie 


where diſcipline taketh place, and range 


abzoad thꝛough all Townes and other 
places, where (as J ſaide) is no talke 
ef diſcipiine , and thou ſhalte finde 
much people, of whome may be veri⸗ 
lied that which G DD aide touching 
Heru/alem : Search all the fireetcs and 
houſes of Hieruſalem, and if then 
halte finde one iuſt man, fv2 his lake 
J will haue * vpon the Cutie. 
Ra ilige 


a) 


_- 
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Rarnnge abꝛoad (J ſay not now 
Innes and Yarkets , fo2 that theſe au 
places dedicated to decett ) but thꝛoug h 
the beſt Cittizens houſes, As Tercmig yl 
ſaith , Liſten thy cares ts that the 
ſpeake, and thou ſhalt hardly heare ou 0 
god woꝛd, but bitter backbytings au 
murmure ſhall fill thy eares. Their de 

er, their oathes , their blaſphen h 
laughter, diſcoꝛde, thꝛeates, and ol i 
ſides, both heart and tongues, debate d| in 
earthly dꝛolſſe and gaine, but verie ſi w 
dome ot God and god things, but alle i 
gither in ſwearing and fozſwearing hi 
his holy name, which is the memoꝛyh k 
bath left vnto vs. The ſame Pzophi| n 
ſaying, Let them be mindfull of me, bu cz 
not in ſwearing faiſly by my name, 13 
ſuch ſoꝛt, that by the externall ſhelue , C 
man can ſcarce comecture whether tu 
nation be Chꝛiſtian oꝛ Yeathen , excel 
it be by the ſounde of belles, and ruthfill & 
rage of ſwearing x foꝛſwearing, wi b 
ringeth rounde about, wherein they au 
ceede all Infidels. Then how can tha tc 
bee vnited to the number of tholeq n 
who 
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ou whoin Eſay ſpeaketh in this wile , Al 
ſe an tey that behold this people, ſhall quick⸗ 
dug y owe them to bee the plantcs to 
emi] nom God gaue his benedictio, UWher- 
the me if ache ought to bee the lite of a 
eo chiſtian, thatall thep whiche beholde 
| — jun,may ſone iudge him to be the ſanne 

i of God, in what ſoꝛt ſhall we deeme af 
al hole which ſeeme rather ſcofiers and 
of al contemners of Chꝛiſt, then Chꝛiſtians 
le i indeed 2 Ik this then be the life cf theſe, 
ie li what hope can we haue of their ſalua⸗ 
its! ton, accoꝛding to the gencrali rule we 
rin haue ſet downe befoze ? All this is ſpo⸗ 
»h| ken, that thou maieſt perceiue, if God, 
ph! notwithſtanding his ſo great mercie 
„li that thou alledgeſt, ſuffereth ſo many 
i Jnfidels in the wo2ld , and ſo many cuill 
et Chꝛiſtians in the church, and ik all theſe 
tha] Infidels dw periſh , and ſo many Chꝛi⸗ 
can ſtians to, he will alſo be contented that 
* chou ſhalt periſh with them, it thy life 
01 be confozmable to theirs. But perad⸗ 
[ nenture the heauens were fauourable 
tothy birth, and therewith all the com⸗ 


1 maundementes of God were altered, 
Of 
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and the lawe of his Golpell and of hun 
iuſtice, that fo2 thy ſake ſhould me man x 
an innouation or all things. Mith thi] g 
pittie he ſuffercd the fall or Angels, am 6 
the tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parentes & 
and with them the blot. of humaine gy b 


neration, and deſkruction of the when 
Wolde, with the great floud , and the 
d2eadfull deſolation of Hieru alem, of 
Babylon, of Niniuie, and of many other 
noble Cities and Pꝛouinces. | 
And with this, he ſuifred allo that hal 
ould bee enlarged , and that daily n. 
many millions of ſoules ſhould fumble 
thither: And will he not luffer tkewtf 
that thine ſhall paſſe the ſame way , | 
uing as diſoꝛderlp as they did befox 
thee? But thou maieſt obiect, that thr 
God was rigoꝛous, and is become nod 
moꝛe milde and curteous, and vet with 
this pitie ⁊ clemenſie, he hath ſufftreda 
that thou hait heard, to the end that tha 
ſhouldeſt likewiſe feare thy fall, althoug 
thou be a Chaitian , whileſt thou ar 
wicked. Sith it ts certaine, that frub 


leſſe faith is not the inſlrument of lo 
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f his] nion, but the cheefeſt matter of ag⸗ 
made] grauate damnation, Perchaunce Gods 
this] goꝛie Chali be leſſened if theu enter not 
am therein, D2 art thou of ſuch power, that 
ntes,| God ſtandeth in neede of thee , arid muſk 
e ge bears with thee perfozce 2 ©2 halt thou 
hoy! anp bill of his hande , whereby hes is 


the 
„ L 
the 


bound to beſtow vpon the ſuch paſling 
piuiledges ? Ik the childꝛen of Dauid 
which were pꝛiuiledged by the merite 
of their parents , God did not ſpare to 
puniſh then accoꝛding to their deſerts, 
fo: that they offended greruoullp in his 
ſight, ſo that many of them died miſera⸗ 
liy in his diſgrace: whence haſt thou 
this confidence ſo to aſſure thy ſ:ife of 
thy ſafetic ? Thou doeſt ere, deare bꝛo⸗ 
ther, yea thou otfendeſt, ik thou take 
this to be truſt # hope in God:this is not 
hope, but plaine pꝛeſumption: foꝛ that 
which we call hope, is, to belæue that a 
nan repenting e fozſaking ſin, God Will 
foxcine him all his greeuous crimes: but 
thine is pꝛeliunption, it thou boleeucſt, 
that perſiſfing till in wickednelle, thalt 


ot faile of thy ſaluation. 


© 4 The 
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The Argument. 

To ſay that the laue of the world is the 
cauſe of ſinne, is a vame excule,proceedin 
from à corrupt and carnall Chriſtian, who 
bath no taſte nor ſent of ſup ernall bliſg. 
nere fore hee abiecteth oe which are 
ine and ſince re, and ſearcheth bufily after 
fale,fraile,c momentall pleaſures, which 
preſently he percerueth not. Then ſhould 


he knowe the deceit and daunger of them, | 


and how perfect good are the puri 4. 


lights. 
CHAP. XI. 
Ut perhaps thou wilt ſay, that the 


loue of the woꝛld hath thy heart am 
hands faſt hardle with the fetters alha 


flouriching vanities, and that ſhe. its 
that maketh ther to decline from thy 
well attempted voyage. This is the 
excuie o? one that hath not taſted of the 


ſpirituall delights. and therefdꝛe deſireth 


coꝛpoꝛall comfoꝛt. The countrey clowns 
deemeth that there is no bꝛauer Palace 
any where, then his rude Cottage at 
home, foz that he neuer ſawe the lollt 


2 ĩðâ2u __ neee 


turrets |. 
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fixrefs and curious woꝛkemanſhippe of 
Caftles and Cities. The litle babe wo- 
fully werpeth being deſcended from his 
mothers womb, becauſe he is ignoꝛaunt 
yet howe much this woꝛlde is better 


| whither he commeth to dwell, then the 


puilon where he was pent beloꝛe. Our 
firſt parentes made great reckonings 
of their villages and houſes made with 
ſtrawe, befoze they eſpied the bꝛaue 
buildings framed with timber 4 ſtone, 
Co whome wee may well reſcmble all 
ſenſuall men, who hauing yet no faſts 
oflpirituall ſpices , noꝛ pꝛoued their ſap, 
tharſweetneſſe , their beautie, dignitie, 
and nobilitie, couet moꝛe greedily the 
hadowes and ſhewes ofhappineſle, be- 
canſe they knowe not any part of per- 
feit felicitie indvede  Fo2 if they had 
any true knowledge hereof, it were im⸗ 
poſſible but that they ſhould vtterly de⸗ 
ſpiſe all ſenſuall ſolace. Accoꝛding to this 
laytng of the P2ophet Eſay, In that day 
thou ſhalt deteſt all ſiluer and golde, and 
the idols which earſt thou diddeſt adoze, 
cuenas durtie ragges of no reputation. 
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and ſhalt ſay vnto them, when thouar 
clenſed ; Depart from me, get you out 
of my houſe , in ſuch ſoꝛt, as men con 
temne their falſe gods, after they know 
the ommpotent God: So will they re 
iect the vanities of the wo2lde , fo ſong 
as they haue a ſmacke of the true tele 
ſtiall bliſte. Foz (as Saint Bernard 
laith) af the ficſt taſte of ſpirituall com 
ſoꝛt, ali fleſh from whence iſſueth each 
caͤrthip delight, leeſcth his ſent Foz 
this is that Spꝛen ſong , that dzeame of 
Sirces , Which hath bewitched ſo many 
wꝛetches. But in spening this deceit, 
another fraude that lurked earſt, appea⸗ 
reth in ſight, which is, that they are nat 
onelp ignoꝛaunt of the ſpirituall bliſſe, 
but alſo of the tempozall iopes them 
ſelues, loꝛ it they knew them thꝛough⸗ 
ly , it is not poiſible that they ſhoulde 
like them ſo well as they do. Fo2 tell 
me, what is the wozid and all the iolitie 
thereof „ ( 1f with in coꝛrupt eyes ye 
rixhtly regard? it, his guiſe , his begin⸗ 
ning and pꝛogreile) what is this wozld 


Iſap, ocher then a heape ol wo, a _ 
0 
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of banitie, a market of deceit , a bot⸗ 
tomleſſe pit of errours, a pꝛiſon of dark⸗ 
nelle, alwates infeſted with theeucs, 
adurtic dunghill , a ſea of lo2wy trou⸗ 
les: This woꝛld (as the Philoſopher 
ſaid) is a barren lande, a ſtoꝛmie field, 
a Wo? of thoꝛnes, agreene medowe, 
full of ſerpents, a gallant garden, but 
fruitleiĩe viterly , a fountaine of vaine 
fhoughts , a plealaunt popſon, a fable 
finely framed , a delighting krenzie: 
what god things are therein, which 
bee not altogither falſe and fraple, and 
what emi things are incident to it, 
which bee not tryed to be true;? his pur⸗ 
pole is reſtleſſe, his lecuritie without 
ſafette , his paines to no purpoſe, his 
teares auaileth nat, his intent without 
euent, his hope fruſtrate, his mirth fai⸗ 
ned and foꝛced: his dolours to bee true, 
is oꝛder full of diſoꝛder and confuſion, 
9d that deare bꝛother, take it foz vn⸗ 
feigned veritie , that the quiet and con⸗ 
tentment which thou expecteft , cannot 
bee had in this woꝛld, but to bee rich in 
the lauour or God, but in contemning 

| there⸗ 
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thereof, and in eſterming lefle of earthly 
things then they be indeede. Go rounds 
about the ſca and land, wander whither 
thou wilt (as ſaith S. Auguſtine) t thou 
ſhalt finde wꝛetchedneſle euerp where 
thou walk not in the way ofthe Lozd, in 
whom coaſiſteth all felicitie and content 
ment, 
| The Argument. 


The way of God is now nothing difficult, 
nor auſtere at all, but is become very plain 


and eaſie , by the inſtruction and enſample 
of ( Hriſt, but especially by his paſſion, hi 


reſurrection, and aſſention,and after by hi 


ſending downe of the holy Ghoſt, 
CHAP. XII. 


Ther there be which excuſe them 
ſelues, ſaping: The way of God is 
very hard, and this is onely becauſe his 
pꝛecepts are repugnant to the inclinatiõ 
of mans appetites, This is one of the 
ancipall cauſes that maketh men fo 
loath this labour, but the authozs of ſuch 
allegati⸗ 
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alegations, though they bee Chꝛiſtians, 
and liue vnder the lawe of grace, they 
knowe not yet the firſt letter that ſtan⸗ 
deth in the Alphabet of this lawe , no2 
haue any ſmacke of this miſterte . O 


thou vnhappie wꝛetche which makeft 


pꝛofeſſion to bee a Chꝛiſtian, tell mee J 
beſcech thee , wherefoze came Chit 
into the wozld 2 wherefoꝛe did he ſhead 
his blood :? why did he intlitute ſo many 
ſacramentes? why lent hee the holp 
Ghoſt 2 what is ment by the Goſpell, 
by grace , by this wozd Jeſu 2 what 
doth this renowmed name of Loꝛde and 
Dauiour ſignifie which thou wozthip- 
peſt 2 Ik thou knoweſt not, alte ofthe 
Euangeliſt, who ſapth: His name ſhall 
be Jeſu , fo2 it ſhall be Hee that ſhall ſaue 
his people from their ſinne. But what 
is it to be a ſauiour and deliuerer from 
ſinne, if by hum wee do not meritte par⸗ 
don fo2 our offences palicd , and grace 
to excule thoſe that are to come? Fo2 
what cauſe came Choiſt into the woꝛld, 
ir not to helpe vs to ſaluation 2 TWhere- 
toe dyed he vppon the Croſſe ik not to 

lay 


Eſai 40. 


The Conuerſion | 
flay ſinne 2 why did he riſe againe after 
his death, it not to reiuue vs? Likewiſe; 
whereloꝛe ſpent hee his blood, if not ft 
a. medicine able to heale thy filtered 
woundes? wherefoze oꝛdained heefg 
many Sacraments „ if not foz a ſpe 
ciail reme die againſt ſinne? What is the 
theeleſt friite ot his comming and poſ 
ſion, it not to ſhewe vs thereby the way 
te Heauen, Which beſoze was arſtere 
and difficult? As appeareth by Eſaiu, 
where hee ſaith 2 At the comming of 
AZcfſias , the troked wayes ſhall by 
come ſtraight, and the bitter paſſages 
pleaſaunt, large, and wide, Beſides all 
this „ why did he ſend his holy Ghoſt, if 
not officth to make thee ſpirituall 2 and 
bhcrefoze did hee ſende it in the foꝛme 
ok fire, if not to the ende thou ſhouldel 
bee in flamed as fire, illuminated, koꝛt 
ficd, and tranſfoꝛmed into himſclfe, and 
ſhould dꝛawe thee to heauen, whence he 


deſcended, that he might powꝛe vppon 


the the grace and vertue that floweth 
from him abundantlip, thereby to lighten 
the heauie poake of finne, x to mitfigats 

the 
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the- exerciſe of vertue , by reiopling in 


Wuerſitp, bp hope in perils, and by ouer⸗ 
comming in temptations. This is the 
beginning, the middle, and ende of the 


Ooſpell , that as one carnall man and a 
ſinner (which was Adam, madc vs all 
earthly and ſinners: ſo an other man 


being celciiiall and iuſt ( deſcending 
from Heauen) made vs all celeſtiail and 
iuſt. Nhat other thing did the E⸗ 
uangeliſtes wꝛite of 2 What other pꝛo⸗ 
miles did the P2ophet foꝛeſpeake of 2 
what elle did the Apoſtles pꝛeache ok: 
There is no other diuinitie but this: 
this is the woꝛde abꝛeuiated: this God 
wote vppon the earth: this is the con⸗ 
ſummation and abꝛidgement heard by 
the Pꝛophet Eſay, which was verified 
by the ſequell of the great abundance or 
vertue and iuſlice, which came into the 
wozid immediately after. 

Then ( deare bꝛether) behaue thy 
elfe, as though thou wert neboly con⸗ 
nerted to chꝛiſtianitie, and aſke offorie 
ſkilfull Diuine , what thou art charged 
nn the Religicn ; of Whome 

thou 
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thou ſhalt receiue no other aunſwerg 
then that it behwueth thee to bee a gz 
man: which fo accompliſh , this py, 
feſſion giueth thee comfozt and courage, 
and cauſeth the carnall man to becom 
ſpirifuall , giuing vnto him the hol 
Ghoſt, the better thereby to p2oceede ig 
the pzomiſes, Surelp it is a great ou 
ſight, that thou bearing the name ot 
Chailltan ſo many yearcs , knoweſtng 
vet what difference is betweene the 
watfen lawe and the lawe of grace, 
In this then conſiſteth the differency 
(ith thou knoweT it not) that lawe en 
iopned a man to bee iuſt, not furniſhing 
him with fo2ces necefſarie fo2 that & 
plopt, but this alſo chargeth vs to be 
iuſt and god, giuing grace and abilit 
to accompliſh this commaundement: 
thcrefoze foz this cauſe and no other, i 
is tearmed, the law of grace. That px 
fed vs to battaile, without weapons ty 
fight: willed vs to aſcend to Heauen, 
but gaue vs no ladders to clumbe : pz6 
ſcribed to men that they ſhoutd bee ſpuv 
tuall, vet did it not inſpire them 1 
f 


2 OY a OSCWTACPSYY"O*TE_POSCSSSCSDESS 


of a Sinner. 55 
tze holy Ghoſt that they might be ſpiri⸗ 
tall. But nob it is other wile, foz this 
awe ceaſing, the other ſucceeded, which 
fare exca ded it, by his merites, and by 
the (acred blod of Chꝛiſt. And pet as 
though the olde lawe were not extin⸗ 
guiſhed, noꝛ Chaiſt come into the woꝛeld, 
thou ſtandeſt Jewiſhly contecturing, 
that of thy ſelle thou art ſufũcient to 
fulfill and execute this lawe, and ſo to be 
juſtified. Wherefoze eucry one that vn⸗ 


derſtandeth this, ſhall perceiue appa⸗ 


rantly that many Authoꝛs agree , that 
this way of the Loꝛd is both ſwerte and 


fw2e, Fo2 lone of the woꝛdes iſſuing Pſal. 18. 


out ofthy mouth, ſaith the Þ>2ophet , J 
ftrudge a tourney harde and vnſauery, 


Jam delighted with thy Conmaunde- 


ments, as with the greateſt treaſures. 
F02 this way conteineth in it ſelle both 
partes, that is, it is difficult and eaſie: 
difficult in reſpect of nature, eaſie in re⸗ 
pectof vertue and grace: in ſuche ſoꝛt, 
that which was harde by one reaſon. is 
light by another. As our Sauiour ſhew⸗ 
eth when hee ſaid , That his poke was 

9 ealie, 
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eaſic, and his burthen pleaſaunt : foil] Þ 
poke and burthen is all ene in ſignificy] ful 
tion. But to ſay it was (weete ,'dedg] ar 
reth the facilitie hoe had in bearing i tet 
here, thꝛough the grace which wasgj| ce 
uen vnto him: So that if thou demam ax 
deſt, howe it is poſſible that beeingg| ye 
yoke it ſhould be eaſie, ſceing it is th] th 
pꝛapertie of a poke fo bee heame am re 


hatefull? Wherevnfo it may be anſwy 
red, that God doth qualliſie the gruß 
of thoſe that willingly ſubmitte then, 
{clues to the ſaide poke, as he hath py 
mil:d by the Pꝛophet Eſay, ſaping, 
will bee as hee whiche loſeth the pol, 
and as he that vnloadeth a mans neck! 
from the weight thereof. Mhat thi 
is moꝛe wwozthie of admiration, tha 
this, that a poke is eaſie, and that y 
God it is made poztable , ſoꝛ that hin 
ſelfe ſuppozteſh the barthen 2 Whey 
fo2e then doth it ſame a thing incret} 
ble vnto thee , that this burthen ſhoub 
be pleaſaunt, ſcetng God doth helpet 


ſuſtaine it? But wilt thou ſce both the 


contrarieties to concutre in one perſon 


Dean 
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foj}] Heare what Saint Paule ſaieth, Wie Rom. 5. 
lie ſuffer aduerſitie in ſundꝛie ſoꝛtes, pet 

ech are we not impatient: wee liue in enß⸗ 

gi treme penurie, noꝛ fo2 this are we ouer⸗ 

$9] commed ; wee abide perſecutione, pet 

i are we not deſtitute: we are humbled, 

nga] pet not confounded : oppꝛeſſed euen to 

th] the earth, vet not reiected viterly, Now 

am regarde on the one {ide the loathlome 

i loade of labours, and on the other ſide, 

«| thedelight that is therin by the be nefite 

em of grace, Which vet the 12ophet Eiay Eav 40. 
jr ſheweth moze marfef ie, t ng, They 

„J which fruit in the Logue wal li chaunge 

u their ſtrength, ſhall rune ſwiftly with⸗ 

tk] out ſweating, ſhall goc ſil and neuer 

ir] be weary, Ser heere the yoke made cas 

ie by the vertue of grace. Beholde the 

u fury of the fleſhe abated and tonuerted 

to the fozce of the ſpirite, oꝛ to tearme 

wit moꝛe rightly, the might of men tur⸗ 
ned into ſtrength of God, Heare how 

the Pꝛophet did not reſtraine himſelfe 
i 


neither from labour, noz from reſt, no2 
from the commoditie he gat of the one 
and other, where he ſaide, Thep ranne, 
WY 2 aud 
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and if greeneth them not, they went 


fo2th ſlill and were neuer weary, 
Wheref62e welbelouedb2other,thoy 
oughteſt not to dinert from this way, 
though it ſeeme ſomewhat harde and 
ſowꝛe, ſith God and his grace are thy 
guides therein. Fo? it is no reaſon that 


nature ſhould moze pꝛeuaile then grace, | 


no2 Adam to bee of moze power then 
Chaiff, noꝛ the dinell to be greater then 
God: noꝛ pet the cuſtome and long vſe 
of euill, then the habit of vertue and wel 
dwings. | 
The Argument. 


Aman ſhould not prognoſticate hy 
conterſion to God, nor his repentance and 
auerſion from thoſe offences, whereby he 


hath diſpleaſed the diuine maieſtie of God, | 


and his neighbour: for the more he is ſpot 
ted and infected with the filth of vice, and 
the flower hee is in cleanſing and curig 
thereof,ſo much the more hee doth aggri. 


nate the burthen of his penance. 


CHAP, 
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c HAP. XIII. 
Wat ik the cauſes bee ſo 

manp, and ſo great, which ol 

the one part doth moue thee 
tochange the courſe of thy life fo a bet- 
ter race, andon the othcr ſide, hane no 
lafficient excuſe to withhold thee from ſo 


daing: Tell me, J pꝛap the, when wilt 


thou be ready to reuolt from ſin? Turne 
back thy eye, bꝛother, a litle, towards the 
life that is paſſed, and conſider of what 
yeeres thou arfnow:fo2 now is the time, 
fo: the houre ot enterante is paſſed, and 
the beginning to vnioade thy ſelle from 
thy fozmer faultes. Beholde that thou 
being a Chꝛiſtian, regenerate with ths 
water of holy baptiſme , hamng God 


| fozthy father, and the Church foz thy 


mother, which God foꝛmed and framed 
with the lawe of his Goſpell , and with 
the doctrine of the Apoſtles and Euan⸗ 
geliſts, and (that moze impoꝛteth) with 
the fode of Angels, and pet thou liueſt 
ſo loſelp as thou were an Jnfidell alto⸗ 
gither, and neuer kneweſt God. But 
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tell me, what ſoꝛt of ſinne, what follie 
can bee founde , wherein thou art not 
culpable 2 what foꝛbidden tree is there, 
wherein thou halt not fixed thy eyes: 
what greene medowe, where at leaſt in 
thought thou haſt not glutted thy lal⸗ 
ciuious luſt 2 what pleaſaunt accident 
hath bene obiected to thy ſight, where 
vnto thy defire hath not bene extended: 
What appctite of thine haſte thou not 
allaped to accompliſh ? Calling God 
fo thy minde, and how thou art a Ch 
ſtian, what moꝛe couldeſt thou do, then 
to haue a fapth without expectation of 
the other life, and keare of future iudge⸗ 
ment ? UWthat hath thy life bene elle then 
a Webbe of wickedneſſe, a ſinke of ſinne, 
a pathe of pleaſure, a perpetuall diſobe 
dience to God? How haf thou ledde thy 
like hitherto, but as thy appetites hath 
guided th, as beſt fancied thy fleſhe, 
in exalting thy felfe, and in the gl 
rie of the wonde: Theſe haue bene 
thy Goddes, theſe the Idols where vn 
thou haſte kneeled and crowched, 
whoſe heſtes thou haſte ſuilp per 

med. 
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med. Wut in the meane time, what uc⸗ 
count haſte thou kept with the dinine 
awe of God, and thy allegeaunce due 
vnto him 2 Perchaunce thou haſt eſtee⸗ 
med him no moze then if he had bene 
a God made of wod, fo2 many Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians there bee, which will as caſily 
beleene that there is no God, as they 
thinke to offende him ſcofiree. Foz 
they do no leſte beleeuing the one, then 
they woulde if they beleeued the other. 
What greater wong, what greater 
deſpite may there bee, fo fo greate a 
Paace , then thou beleemng all that the 


| Chiiſkian religion inſtructeth thee, lis 


veſt no otherwiſe then il it were a fa- 
ble? But art thou not appalled at the 
multitude of thy fo2mer offences, done 
without gruge of conſcience 2 Doth 
not his omnipotencie cauſe thee to 
quake, againſt whome thou hafte-com- 
mifed ſuch enozmous crimes 7 Lift vp 
thy eyes , and regard the immeaſurable 
greatneſſe of that ſupernall Loꝛde, ado⸗ 
red of all the Potentates of Heauen, 
beloze whome the whole circuite of 
825 D 4 the 
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the woꝛld lycth pꝛoſtrate, in whoſe pz 
ſence, all that is created is as light chaſfe 
toſſed with eucry puffe of winde. And 
conſider what a thing it is, that ſuch q 
filly woꝛme as thou art, haſt fo oft pꝛo 
uoked the wꝛath of that eternall God. 


Loke vppon the exceeding greatnefle of 


his iuſtice, and the ſharpe puniſhments | 


which hitherto he hath vſed in the won 
againſt ſinne, not onely in particula 
perſons, but in Citties, Mations, Ring- 
domes, ꝛouinces, and in the vniuerlal 
woꝛld: and not only in the earth, but in 
heauen, and there not in ſinners only, 
but in his owne innocent ſonne. Then 
if this were executed vpon greene wad, 
and fo2 the faultes ofothers, what ſhal 
be done in withered wod ouercharged 
with the weight of pꝛoper offences, 

WMherfoꝛe what can be moꝛe vndecent 
and intollerabie, then that ſuche a vil 
vermine ſhould delude a Lo2de ſo pub 
ſaunt, that with a becke oz a wo2d call 
detrude thee into the deapth of hell and 
damnafion, Lohe in like ſoꝛt vpon tht 
patience of thts Loꝛde, who nowe it 


Sager SSS 


r r 


——— 1 . caT T-OM_TT9W 


of a Sinner. 
ung hath loked fo2 thy returne, as than 
haſt bene anoffendour. If after ſo long 
ſufferance, thou wilt ſtill abuſe this mer⸗ 
cie in incenling him to anger , hee will 
vnloade his bowe , will cmptic his quits 
ner, and pow2e vppon thee the dartes of 
damnation. Uiew the pꝛofoundneſſe of 


his deepe iudgements, whereof wee 


reade and ler daylie things wozthie to be 
wondzedaf. Ne map ſ& a Salomon 
after all his wiſedome, his parables and 
p;ofounde myſteries of the Cantickles, 
to foꝛget God , and to fall downe in re- 
nerence of Idols. Me may ſz one of 
the firſt ſeuen Deacons of the Church, 
which were cnſpired with the holy 
ghoſt,not onely became an heretick, but 
allo a teacher, and a father of hercſie, 
Mee may ſee day by dap many ſtarres 
ts fall from Heauen into the earth, with 
amiſcrable fall, to tumble in durt, and 
to bee fedde with the dꝛaffe of ſwine, ' 
which earſt at the table of our Loꝛde, 
were ſuſteined with the bꝛead of An⸗ 
gels. Therefoꝛe if the righteous ſoꝛ their 
lecret paide , oz negligence and ingra⸗ 
D 5 titude, 
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titude, became ſo vim: full of Gay, 


after they had biene his dutikull Der⸗ 


uaunts ſo many peares: Whaf doef 
thou lwke fo2 , haming framed thy life tg. 


no other trade then to accumulate ong 


fiane vppon an other? Therefoze,whw. 


ſocuer we ſee to liue in this ſoꝛt (as wes 
haue tolde ofbecfoze ) ſhall it not bee ex 


pedient, that hee ſhoulde nowe at the 


length, ceale to fill vppe the meaſure? of 
his iniquities , and to aſſay to pleaſt 
God, and to deliuer his ſoule from bon. 
dage ? ſhould it not ſuffiſe him, that h 
Hath liues ſo leaudlie till this houre, ad- 
dicting hanlelke wholy to the wozlde, 
the fleſh , and the * hereafter 
comploy himſelfe , and ta runne out 
the remnant of his races i the homage 
and hondur of God? is it not needefull 
alter fo long time, and ſo many iniuries 
committed againſt his Dine $9: 
ſtie, to feare his ſeuere iuſtice, whic 
the moze patiently it bearcth with the 
Wicked, ſo much the moꝛe rigo;oully 
is reuenged vppon them in the ende: 
ſhall it not be reaſon that hee _ bet 

afraid 
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afraid to lye ſo long ſwallowed vppe in 
the gulfe of finne, depꝛiued of the grace 
of God , and to haue ſo ſtrong an ene⸗ 


mie as is hee, who ok a dcare father, 


though his deſerts is become his ad⸗ 


| nerſaricand his iudge? Shall it not bee 


reaſon, to dꝛead, leaſt the foꝛce of long 
ble bee turned into nature and habitte, 
making of vice neceſlitie? How ſhould 
hee not feare by little and little fo fall ins 
toarcp2obate ſence : whereunto when 
a man is come, hee doth not any thing 


that is acceptable in the ſight of almigh⸗ 


lie God? The Patriarke 1acob ſaid fo 
his father in lawe Labin, Fourtzne 
yeares are palled ſince J haue ſcrued 
thee , and haue had charge of thy buſi⸗ 
neſe, and now it is time that J attend 
bppon mine owne affaires, and that A 
begin to pꝛouide fo2 mine owne houſe. 

Wherefo2e J pꝛay thee , ſith then haft 
bin ſo long, not a retapner, but a daplie 
water to the wozlde , not letting flip 
any opoꝛtunitie of this life, which was 


epther appendaunt to thy plcaſurcs, 


0 agreeing to thy appetites ; ſhall it 
not 


| The Connerfion 
not to be reaionable fo thee nowe att 
length, to get ſome commoditie fo; th 
ſoule, and fo2 the vertering of thy eltaty 


in the otger life? certainly there is u gin 


thing moꝛe ſhozt and vnſure , thenth 
life of man. Why then thou p2oulding 
ſo carefully all neceſlaries fo2 that whic 
is ſo momentall and tranſitoꝛp, doſt ne 
likewiſe make ſome p2cuiſion foz thi 
which endureth foz cuer? 


The Argument. 

A man ought to remember himſelfe, ui 
that be is a Chriſtian , and that he belieu 
firmely all that he is taught by his fail, 
which ſhould mooue him eyther throw 
Baue or feare. All things inuite him to ibi 
laue and ſeruice of God, among which he 
ſhould acquire wiſedome,and harken tothe 
words of Chriſt mho fixed himſelſe tothe 


croſſe for our redemption. 


CHAD STIL. 
Nou therfozcifit be true as J ham 


laid, J beſcech thee deare bꝛother, 


aud charge ther by the pꝛecious blodd 
Chal, 


all f 


mit 
* 
the 
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th] haift,that thou remember thy ſelfe that 
th] gon art a Chꝛiſtian, and that thou take 
aal that which our faith teacheth foz vn⸗ 
ml pined veritie, which plainly pꝛoneth 
thi pnto thee, that beſides other things thou 
x! hatt a iuoge, to whoſe eye lyeth open all 
id] he actions and moments of thy life, 
na] who will come at a day vnwares,whcr- 
bl ihe will exact an actount of thee , euen 
ofeuery idle woꝛde. This faith telleth 
the farther , that a man at his death, is 
not quite extinguiſhed, becauſe after 
this moztall life , ſucceedeth an other, 
which laſteth cfcrnally :; and that mens 
foules do not periſh with their bodies, 
but that the bodies reſting, and raked 
p in their graues, the ſoules pet enter 
into a newe Ringdome, and into an a⸗ 
ther new world, where ſuch condition 
and company ſhal be aſſigned vnto them 
as their manner and behauiour hath bin 
in this life. Yecrevnto this faith adioys 
nech vet moze , that as the re warde of 
vertue, lo the ſcourge of vice is ſo inſi⸗ 
nit, that although the whole wozlde 
were fullof bokes , and every creature 
. cre 
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were a Scriuener, the waiters would 


ſane: dye, and the woꝛld be at an ende, 
he ſoꝛe it could bes knowne and treated 
ot particular ip, that which each of theſ 
doth containe in it ſelfe. This faith al 
ſo infoꝛmeth thee , that our debt and du⸗ 
tie is ſo great, thꝛough our benefitesry 
ceiued of God, that though the num⸗ 
ber of a mans peares did ſurpalle the 
ſandes of the leas, vst they ſhould be ta 
fewe ts acquite himſelfe in his (ernice 
fowards him. The ſame taith affirmeth, 
that vertue is of ſuch paſſing valor, 
that all the trealnres of the woꝛzlde, and 


all that a mans heart can deſire, may in 


no reſpect be cõpared thereunto. Wher 
foze if ſuch and ſo great things doe 
hoꝛt vs ts vertue, why be there ſo leb 
Which imbꝛace it, and endeuour theny 
ſelues to attaine it? If men may bet 
moucd with any aduauntage oz inte, 
reſt, what greater game is there: wh 
life moꝛe perdurable 2 Ik with feart, 
what ſharper puniſhments;! what pain 
moꝛe permanent? Ik with the bonds 
efbounttous liberalitie , what _ 
de 
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of a Sinner. 62 


debt haue wee then that which we owe 


vnto God, of whom wee haue reectzcy 
all things? J5the dꝛead of dangers may 
ſtirre vs, what greater perill can there 
ber then that ol death, whole tomming 
is ſo vncerfaine „ whoſe account ſo 
ſtraight 2 Ik peace, if libertie, if the gifts 
ofthe holy ©holt , and the ſolace of a ſus 
-gredlife , be deſired of all men, it appea⸗ 
reth cutdently , that all theſe things are 
founde moꝛe readilie in that life which 
is lead by vertue and reaſon , then in 
that which is ruled by rage and palli- 
ons „ fo2 that a man is a reaſonable 


treature, and not a beaſt. But if all this 


bee not regarded , ſhall it not bee ſurti⸗ 
cient , that foꝛ the maintenaunce of 
bertue, GO D deſcended from Yea- 
uen to the earth, and was made man, 
Who hauing created y woꝛld in ſix dais 


imploped thirtie and thꝛer veares in this 
wozke, wherein hee allo ſpent his bloud 
and like. God dyed to ſlay ſinne, vet laꝛ 
all this, wee endenour lo reuiue in our 


hearts thoſe whom God would defiroy 
with his owne death. 


ATE, 
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What should J lay moze ? fo2 all reg 
ſons are ſufficient to pzomote this mat, 
ter, oꝛ to ſhewe it as it is. Fo, Iſap, 
not reſpecting the croſſe onelp, but which 
wap ſoeuer we turne our eyes, we ſhal 
finde, that all things do cry and cal von 
this commoditie, ſith there is no cre 
ture in the woꝛld it hee bee well noted 
but doth inuite vs to the loue and ſer 
utce of our ſupernall Loꝛd: in ſuch (oy, 
that loke howe many creatures there 
be in the woꝛld, ſo many pꝛeachers there 
are, fo many bokes , ſo manp voyces, 
which do ſtirre vs therevato. There 
foze , howe is it pollible that ſo mam 
ſheiking ſounds as heere thou hearel, 
ls manp p2omiles 4 thundzing thꝛeats, 
can beare no parte to perſwade the 
thereunto? What ſhould God, oꝛ could 
he do moze then that he hath done, ey 
ther by pꝛomiſing oz thꝛeatning „ f 
dꝛawe vs to himſeife, and to withdꝛal 
and tcrrifie vs from ſinne ? This ne 
withſtanding, beeing of ſuch weight, 
What ſhal J blame the boldneſſe 62 blu 
tiſhnelle ol men, Which belteuing thi 

altured 


ofa Sinner. 63 
ſſuredly, doubt not fo dally out the day 
ninne, to ſlæpe with ſinne, to ariſe 
ay, | with linne, and fo bathe themſelues in 
ich | hobeaſtly paddle of all iniquities: and 
hall | h dw all this without feare , without 
3to | (ruple, without abaidging their lxepe, 
ep | 0 abating their fare, as though all their 
d) | beleefe were a dꝛeame, and the ſayings 
tp | ofthe Cuangeliſts, fables of Titius the 
, | Gaunt, and ſuch like 2 Howe couldeſt 
12 | thou do mo2e then thou doeſt, ik thor 
12 | diddeff doubt of thy beleefe? ſith it is eui⸗ 
s, dent, that hitherto onelp the ſhame and 
v | feare ofthe woꝛdle hath bꝛideled thy ap⸗ 
p | petites : yet the feare of God cannot 
} | teſfraine thee from ſafiſfping thy ſens 
„ laalitie, noꝛ make the bluſh in execu⸗ 
7 
) 

U 
0 
j 
j 
j 
| 


ling thy diuelliſh denices, Tell me, blind 
as thou art, depꝛiued of vnderſtanding, 
being in ſuche ſecuritie and confidence, 
wherevpon woꝛketh the woꝛme of con⸗ 
ſcience? Whither is fayth vaniſhed, 
knowledge, iudgement, reaſon, which 
onely endued thee with the title fo bes 
calledaman 2 Doeſt thou not dꝛead (0 
huge, ſo certaine, ſo vndoubted daun⸗ 
5 J gers? 
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gers? If thou were ſet at the fable am 
ſerued with meates, and ſome man 
ſhould come vnto thee (thogh a known 
lper) ſaping, that the meates ſet belny 
the were impopſoned, thou wonldel 
doubt and dzeade to cate it, were thy 
meate neuer fo delicate, and he alpa 
that did aduiſe thee: Then ik the Pu 
phets, if the Apoſtles, it the Euangeliſts, 
if God himſelfe doth cry vnto ther, ſap 
ing, Death is in the potte, O welche 
man, death dwelleth in gluttonie, which 
the diuel pꝛeſenteth befoze thee, and da 


reſt thou to reteiue thy death with ty 


owne hands, and to dꝛinke the d2amme 
ol thy damnation? Mhat now auvallcth 
this beleefe buried in thy boſome? Where 
is his light, his firmnelle as ſteele, his 
pearſing ſharpeneſle, ſeeing none of al 
thele things can extenuate thy ſinne: 
O madde mpfer, O franticke ſolt, 
made ſenceleſie by the ſubtile fletghtes 
of the Serpent, adiudged fo eternal 
darkenclle both within and without, 
fo2 that thou goeſc ftrarght from in 
ward? to gutward darkeneſſe. Wlinde 


h 
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of a Sinner. 64 
ton art, becauſe thou ſeeſt not thy mi⸗ 
ſerie; ſenceleſſe, becauſe thou doeſt not 
perteiue thy perdition: and moe ob⸗ 
durate then the Diamonde, becauſe 
thou feeleſt not the weightie beetle of 
the woꝛde of the Loꝛde. O wꝛeche 
wzaptein woe tenne thouſande folde, 
wozthie to be bewayled with no other 
teares then thoſe whiche ſhall lament 
thy damnation,ſaying, If thou kneweſt 
the contentment , the quiet, the peace, 
and riches that God in this like hath of- 
fred viito thee , which nowe are thus 


hut and kept from thx, O wzetched 


was the dilmall dap of thy natiuitie, but 


muche moꝛe milerable ſhall bee the day 


of thy death, which ſhall be the verie 
doze and firſt ſteppe to thy damnation, 
Powe muche better had it beene, if 
thou haddeſt neuer bene bone, then 
to bee tozmented fo2 euer? Howe 
muche better had it bene foz thee 
neuer to haue beene baptiſed , no2 to 
hane knowne the fayth , ſithe there 
they ſerue thee to none other ende but 
to make thy faulte moꝛe græuous ? foz 
1 2 ik 
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if the reache of reaſon bee ſafficient th 


cauſe the guiit of the Philoſophers to 
be mercuſable , fo2 that they knowing 
God in a lozt, did not glozifie him (ag 
the Apoſtle ſaith.) Howe muche el 
can he excuſe himſclfe whoſdeuer hee be, 


haning recetned the light of faith, and] 


the water of Baptiſme, and pearely re 
ceiueth the holy Communion, and eng 
ry day hcareth his doctrine, doth nothing 
that belongeth therevnto, as the Phy 
loſophers themſelues haue ſhewed to 
haue done in their lines 2 But what 
ſhall we inferre of all that we haue ſaid 
befoze , if not to conclude buefly , that 
there is no other ſence , no other wiſe 
dome, no other counſell in the woꝛlde, 
but fo retect all the lettes and intricate 
taxes of this life, and to purſue that one 
ly pathe, where is obteyned ſure peace 
and eternall bliſſe? To this reaſon doth 
inuite vs, iuſtice, lawe, heauen, earth, 
hell, like, death, and the mercy of God. 
To this the holy Ghoſt doth enioyne vs 


by the mouth of Ecclaſiaftick, ſaying | 


Py ſonne, emplop the flouriſhing 1 
0 
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. of a Sinner, 6 
ofthy youth to diſcipline, that in thy age 
thou maiſt ſucke the [werte ſappe of ſas 
pience, as he which tilleth and ſoweth, 
erpecteth with patience the cominoditie 
that groweth therol. Thy griefe 4 ſmart 
ſhal be very llender, and ſone ſhalt haue 
aplentifull harueſt. My ſonne harken to 
my woꝛds, and deſpiſe not the aduiſe A 
giue ther: put voluntarily thy fete into 
the fetters, that pꝛudence hath pꝛepared, 
and thy neck into her poke: bowe downe 
thy choulders, and take her bonds vpon 
the, and let it not greeue thee to hee tyed 
therewith : Couple thy ſelle to her with 
all the heart, with al thy foꝛces, and with 
al thy might: Follow her foteſteppes, 
ſearch her diligently, and thou ſhalt find 
her, and when thou haſt found her, l&ſe 
her not againe in any condition. Foz ſhe 
ſhal giue comfozt to thy croked age, and 
that which earſt ſeemed ſowze and tedi⸗ 
ous vnto the, ſhall become (weefe and 
delectable , and her fetters ſhall bee the 
foundation ofvertue, and her chaines 
the tewels ofglozie, Foz in that happie 
life, her bondes are the bulwarkes of 

A 3 health, 
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health. Thus much ſaith Eccleſiaſtich 
by which woꝛdes hee notifteth vnto vs, 
the great beautie, the delights, the liber 
bertie and riches of true wiſdom, which 
is vertue it ſelfe , and the knowledge of 
God, of which we here treate. But 
if this be not ſuffient to mollifie thy ſto- 
nie heart, lift vp thy eyes, and loke not 
to the water ofthe woꝛld, which flecteth 
quickly, but beholde that Lozd, who dy⸗ 
ing vpon the Croſſe , and ſharpely (ati; 
fying foz that whiche thy ſinnes deſcrs 
ued, Where he ſtandeth in that foꝛme 
as thou ſeſt, with his fete faſtened , to 
fap foꝛ che, and with his armes ſtretcht 
abzoad to receiue ther, and with his head 
declining to gius ther at thy comming 
(as to the pꝛodigall ſonne) the ſweet kills 


of reconciliation. There he callcth to 


thee (if thou haſt the grace to heare him) 
with ſo many cryes as he hath woundes 
in all his bodie. Imagine with thy ſelle 
chat thou heareſt his wozdes in thy 
heart, ſounding in this ſozt : Turne vn⸗ 
to me, turne vnto me, O Samaritane, 
kurne vnto me, foz J will _— 

on 
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Chou knoweſt well that thou halt com⸗ 


| mifted adultery , with all thoſe loners 


thou lulleſt after, vet fo2 all this turne 


| bnfo me, and J will pardon thes: turne 


bnto me, J lap, foꝛ A am thy father, thy 
God, thy Creatoz,thy Samoz,thy faiths 


tall friend, thy onely b2nefacto2,, thy full 


and perfect felicitie, thy ſinall ende. In 
me thou ſhalt find reſt,top,peace,health, 
truth, wiſedome,and all treaſures. Jn 

me thou ſhalt finde the flowing vaine 

of the liuely water, which chaſeſt thirſt 

away , and lifteth vp a man to life eters 

nall, In me thou ſhalt ſtand like vnto 

the tree planted by the riners ſide,which 

ye&ldeth his fruite in due and conuenient 
time, whiche neuer leeſeth his verdure, 
and all that he doeth ſhall ſucceed pꝛo⸗ 
ſperoullp. 

Mp bꝛother, theſe are the vopces, the 
dzums, and trumpets, wherewith Gods 
eternall wiſedome, calleth ſinners vnto 
him, ik thou wilt harken to this harins⸗ 
nie, and not lyſten to the @yzen ſonges 
ofthe ſubtil Serpent, turne thy ſelle vn⸗ 

14144 to 
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to God „and amende thy life ſperdip, | 


to the which ende this Treatiſe is 
' add2efled, But how this is to 
be perfozmed, ſhalbe ſhe⸗ 
wed in 1 7 
2 lume. 


The ende of the Connerſo ſon 


of Sinner. 
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| $undrie profitable Contem- 


plations, gathered by the 
7 aa Author. 7 


The Argument. 


AI Chriftian man which conetteth ts 


ame vnto God, muſt make his enterance 


through the gate of compunction, general- 


| hconfeſſing all his offences. Wherevnto is 
Poul cuaile him much, to exerciſe himſclfe 


every day in certaine Prayers and godlie 
Meditations, andin the conſiderations of 


Lab and of Gods ſeuere indgement. 


: the — ſonne res 
remembzeth him⸗ 
ſelfe, and openefh his eyes to bchold the 
beames of glitfering vertue, and know⸗ 
eth the perplexitie wherein he is plun⸗ 
” A » ged, 


Contemplations 


ged, and the fraude ofthis frails lile un 


deſireth to returne ts the plenteous re 
paſtes of his fathers houle , his ſirſt pa 
ſage mult be thzongh the ſtraights ol pr 
nance,whereit behoueth him ruthfull 
to recoꝛd in his minde the fozmer ry 
and exceſſes, and firmely to purpole the 
amendment or them. And foz that this 
diſcuſſion and examination ought to beg 
as the P;ophet ſayth, with affliction and 
remozce of conſcience, it is thepartofthe 
penitent, at that time to vie al ſuch pay 

ers e conſiderations as by any meanes 
map ſtir him to teares and dolour. T 
the which auaileth much the conſidert 


tion ol death, ol Oods finall iudgement, | 
ofthe paines of hell, and of the paſſionef | 
Chai, ſuffered foz the (atiſfaction of our | 


finnes: Sith it is apparant, that if there 
had bin no defects on our ſide, there ha 
bene no cauſe of his gretuous annoy, 
Cheſe and ſuch like conſiderations may 
moue vs to ſoꝛrouw, and to the deteſtaty 
on ol ſin, which is the cheefeft part ofre 
pentance. In the which we ſhould exer- 
ciſe our ſelues, not onely the que! of 
Eos | t 


r 
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| fie oꝛ fire dayes ,-but the greateſt part 
r dur life. Mherein many penitents 


rt deceiued, who beeing moſt diligent 
kiſcouring their conſcience , and ſcan⸗ 
ning their kaultes, are quite careleſſe in 
bewayling of them, whereas both the 
ine and the other are moſt neceſſarie, 
bit cheefly the laſt, - And J thinke veri⸗ 


, that the cauſo why ſo many faynte 


inthe following of verfue , and in long 
fime cannot attaine to perfection „ and 
ſometime to ſurceaſe their journey be- 
ftinne, is, becauſe they haue not layds 
ſure foundation, noꝛ haue not plans 
ted the rotes derpe inough in this 
xercife, Fo2 this breing the piller of 
althe building , when the formdation 


 itfelfe is freble , the wozke cannot bee 


ſrme which is "erected vppon it. To 
the which ende, it is very necelſlarie 
fo aſſigne certaine dayes , many z 
lebe, as the holy ghoſt ſhalldirect vs, 


wherein (as J haue ſayde befoze) we 


may exerciſe our ſelues in all ſuch 


prayers and meditations as mays 
induce vs to this ſozrowe . —_ 


Contemplations 
plainer declaration of this doctrine , 3 
minde fo impart vnto you a fewe of thy 
fozeſaid conſiderations , which may 
ſerue, notonely to firre vs to be 2 
fo2 our ſinnes, and to the hatred thereof, 


but alſo to allure vs to the lone of ver / 


tue, and to the feare of God, and to the 
contempt ofthe woꝛld, foꝛ al this is nia 
full to nouices and — 


The Argu ment. 

He that liſt to encline his heart to the lu. 
tred of ſinne, and to the dread of God 2 
conuey himſelſe into ſome couert corner, 
and muſt bend and imploꝝ his minde tothe 
Contemplation of the heauenty biſſe , and 
ih iniquities which abound here in earth, 


| , CHAD. II. 
9 then will haue his 
heart ſetled hereupon, and wl 
faſten this firmly in his mind, mut eue⸗ 
ry day once oz twiſe, take a time molt 
quiet econuenient foz that purpoſe, and 
ſequeſtring himſelle into a ſecret plate, 
al _ earthly thoughts and vainims 
| ginations 


of the minde; 
-» ]| gnations being laid apart, arming him⸗ 
C th | {46 fill with the thield of faith, Lhuum⸗ 
may zy craving the grace of the holy ſpirit 
loy| pafiſt him in this behalfe: aſſuming 
rect, qhimſelfe , the minde of that deuout 
ber, Publican , which durſt not to lift vp his 
2, | ors towards Heauen, foz the confu⸗ 
ﬆ | gon andhozrour of his offences. Let 
| himrepeate ſome generall confefſion, oz 
lee the Pſalme Miſerere mei deus, with 
ſo great deuotion as he can deuiſe, and 


5 tough the ſozrow,the dꝛead, and dete 
tation ol ſinne. 


The Argument. 
, | Tnthe firſt coſideration,a chriſtian oughs 
If | 1 runme ouer the multitude e f the mortal 
Wl | fences that he hath committed. 


1 CHAP. III 

n 15 firſt ſting that map ſtirre vs 

6 to the woe and hatred of our ini⸗ 

: quities, is, to confider the infinif 
nums 


kidenly let him apply his minde to the e N 
| conſiderations following , that by thi ? 7 F524] Ye 


Contemplations. 
munber ol them, and to fire them | 
fozeour eyes, as a terrible troupe of 
med Souldiers, that the ſoule may , 
appalled with ſo hidcous a ſpectacle, /| o 
Runne oner therefoze b:eefely all th] tf 
commanndements of God, thzoughaſſ 
the capitall ſinnes, th2ough all the fe] t 
ces, the powers and parts as well ofth 
body, as of thy ſoule, and thou ſhalt pe 
ceiue, that there is ſcarce any com 
mandement which thou haſt not tran 
greſſed, no2 any ſinne wherein tha 
haſte not ſunke , noꝛ any ſence extei 
nall oꝛ internall, which thou haſte net| 
abuſed , noz anp bene üte which then 
haſte imploped fo that ende fo2 which 
it was giuen there: But as the Pr 
phet ſayth , God hath giuen ther his 
golde and ſiluer, and therewith thou 
haſte ſerued Baal. Loke therefoze ins 
fo thy ſelle thꝛoughly, and viewe the 
race ofthy life pafſcd , and thou ſhalt la 
a huge webbe fraught full of deceit, 
ok trecherie, of pꝛide, of lyes , of flouth, 
of enuie, ol couetouſneſſe, of hatred, 
of entiſements „ of blaſphcmie „ of ma 
lice, 


* 8 F _ MA_ K 


of the minde. 70 
mh ice ; and of a thouſand other manners 
> of al of miſchieles: and thou ſhalt finde, that 
nayh like a bautiſh beaſt, in all and euere 
le. oftheſe thou haſte followed and fulfilled 
i w thy ſenſuall delights, without regarde 
gha ofthe lawe of iuſtice oꝛ reaſon , and 
e ſe] thou ſhalt perceiue, that thou haſt lmep 
oft] asa Gentile 02Pagan altogither, which 
t pep] neuer knewe God, 02as though thou 
com lo beleeueſt, that there were no God, no 
ran death, no iudgement, no paine, no bliſſe, 
than noz any thing elſe to be thought , but es 
ter en to be bozne , and to dye. Me then 
not | that hath liued this many peares ſo diſ⸗ 
thou | experly , ſhall it not be reaſon , that he 
hich implop the fewe dayes that are remay- 
920 ning ok his like, in bewapling his foz- 
his mer peares fondly conſumed, and fo 
hon | fizle ſenſibly the ruine and vecay of the 
in / | powers of his ſoule, and the time that 
the bee might hane gayned in this while, 
la which hee ſhall not get hereafter 2 Foꝛ 
eit, time loſt can neuer be recouered. | 


th, | Thaw therefoze thy ſelic downe pꝛo⸗ 


d, | ſtrate beloꝛe the fate of thy ſauionr, and 
1 Lbith a pẽſiue hart, lap as foiloweth. y 
ſinnes, 


5 Contemplations 

finnes,D Lo2de, are in number abom 
the ſands of the Sea. A haue ſpotta 
my lelfe with the filth ol euerp vice, an 
my offences are ſo multiplied , that; 


deſerue not, noz dare not to beholde thy | 


Heauens, becauſe J haue pꝛousked thy 
wꝛath, and haue done euill in thy ſight, 


The Argument. 


In the ſecond conſideration he ſhould cm. 
fader, that by ſinne is loſt the grace & com. | 


Fort of the holy Ghoſt , the mutuall amitie, 
the fauour & fatherly protection of God, 
the participation of all the good things du 
in the vniuerſall (burch, and the benefit 
of Chriſtes paſſion. 
| CHAD. IIII. 


VVem farther , of how: | 
great freaſures vice doth 


robbe and ſpoyle the, which 
is one of the conſiderations that 
thoulde moſt affright a Chꝛiſtian, whal⸗ 
ſoeuer hee bee, examining thꝛoughly on 
the one ſide, what is loſt by ſinne, and 
on the other ſide,with what facility cars 
lelle men offend daylie. Foz by _ 
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il the grace ofthe holy Ghoſt ; which 
is the moſt pꝛecious gift that God can 
beſtolwe vppon his beſt beloued in this 
life, It robbeth vs alſo of the fausur of 
God, which alwapes accompanieth his 
grace, And il it be a great griefe to leſe 
the lausur of an earthly Pꝛince, howe 
muche greater ſhould the gricte be, to 
incurre the viſpleaſure ol him that is 
king of heauen and earth? 3: bereaueth 
bs of the vertuons flowing from above, 
of the giftes of the holy Gholt, where- 
with the ſoule is made bꝛight and pure 
in the ſight of God, and is armed and 
animated againſt the fozce and violence 
ofthe enemie. It robbeth the ſoule of 
his intereſt in heauen, which pzoceedeth 
fromthe ſame grace, ſith that by grace 
glozy is giuen(as the Apoſtle ſaith, Alſo 
ofthe ſpirit of adoption , which makcth 
bs the ſonnes of God, and inſteed theres 
df, infeceth vs with the furie of rebelli⸗ 
Mm, which canſeth vs to impugne his 
holy pleaſure , whereby we lreſe the 
entertainment due vnto ſonnes, and 
the fatherly pꝛouidence which God tas 

| 1 keth 
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keth of thole whome hee receiueth in 
his childzen, which is one of the greg 
teſt treaſures that in this life may. beg 
enioyed. UWherein the P2ophet reioy 
ted not without god cauſe, when ha 
ſaide, J am right glad (D Lode) bes 
cauſe J ſe my ſelle ſhꝛowded vnder the 
ſhadowe of thy winges , which is, wy 
der the pꝛotection and fatherly pzouj 
dence that he hath of his choſen people, 
By ſinne, ts loft, the peace, the quit, 
and comfozt of a guiltleſſe conſcience, 
the Cweeteneſſe and ſolace of the hole 
Ghob, the fruite and merite of the ver, 
fuous actions that thou haſte w:onght 
all thy life befoze, euen vntill that honre, 
the participation of all thoſe treaſures 
which the Church holdeth in her cuſs 
die. Finally, by ſinne is loſt the part 
cipation and fruition of the ment 
whiche flowe from Chꝛiſtes paſſion, 
who is our head, becauſe a ſinner is nu 
incoꝛpoꝛated in his bodie as a liuch 
member thꝛough grace and charitie. Al 
this is loſt by one mozfall offence , and 
that which is gained thereby, is, fob! 

n. 
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Wiudged fo eternall tozmentes, and 
bop that time to be cancelled out of the 
boke of life, and in ſteade of the ſonne 
God, ko bee made the 'vaſſall and 
bondllaue of Sathan : and in ſkeade of 
the temple and ſeate of the moſte blel⸗ 
ſed Trinitie, to become the denne of 
theues, the neaſt of Serpents, the re⸗ 
capt and harbour of venemous Ba⸗ 
filiſkes, This is the guerdon conue- 
nient ſoꝛ ſinne, Whereby thou maieſt 
lrarne, whether it bee not god reaſon to 
tremble and quake, beholding with 
howe little ſcruple of conſcience, with 
what facilifie and confidence, ſo ma⸗ 
ny careleſſe men offende without mea⸗ 
ſure . And farther, what reaſon it 
were that thou bedeaweſt thy cherkes 
with bloudie teares , if not fo2 the 
lone of God, yet at leaſt foz thine owne 
diltreſſe, which hat loſte luche inelli⸗ 
mableriches, fo2 ſo ſmall a myte as is 
the delight and taſte ol one treſpaſſe, It 
Hau wapled and wept ſo bitterly, bes 
canſc he had loft his inheritance in lewe 
of the like taſte: with what cryes and 
= R 2 com? 
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complaintes ſhouldeſt thou fill heauen 
and earth, foz the loſſe of ſo ww2thieg 
patrimonis ? that with greefe and ſoy | 
rowes ſharpe, thou maieſt recouer the | 
thing thou haſt loſt by dalliance ne de 
lights. 


The Argument. 5 
In the third conſi 5 hee aul 
thinke vpon Gods benefites beſtowedwy en 
man, that he might be abaſhed 3 
be aſhamed of himſelfe. And therefore 
ioyne himſelſe to ſome ſharpe affiz(tson, far 
that hee hath bene a creature ſo ag 


full and vnkinae. 


C HAP. V. 4 
Fort the better replication of this pon 
der in thy minde the infinit number 
ok Gods benefites, Foꝛ how much 
the moꝛe a man wapeth how bountiful 
Gad hath bene towardes him: ſo much 
the moꝛe he (hall be confounded in hin 
ſcife, ſeeing how wicked he hath ſhewsd 
himſelfe to God, Jn this ſozt the Pu 
phets did often perſwade the pag 1 
5 od 


n 
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God fo repentance. And in this mans 
ner Nathan the Pꝛophet beganne with 
Dauid, when ere he repꝛwued him of 
adultery , laide befoze him the-fauoure 


| and regall dignitie, 'Wwherevnto God 


had pꝛomoted him, and what elſe he har 
reſerued foz him. In like ſoꝛt, a man 
ſhould chiefly regard theſe ten kindes 
ofbenefites that enſue: that is, the be⸗ 
nefife of creation, of conſcruation , of 
redemption, of baptiſme , of calling, of 
diuine inſpiration, of pꝛeſeruation from 
mull, of the Sacraments, of peculiar 
grace and pꝛiuate pꝛerogatiues which 
he hath receiued of his Samour , and 
laſtly, of the glozie which hee expecteth 
bereaffer to haue. And particularly, 
let him fire himſelfe vppon the benefite 
of vocation , whiche is this, that God 
hath loked ſo long fo2 his conuerſion, 
and hath ſuffered and ſuppoꝛted his 
ſundꝛie ſoꝛtes of ſinne , with ſuch excee- 
ding patience, bꝛeathing vpon him eft- 
ſones godly motions and dinine inſpi⸗ 
rations in the very midſt of his naugh⸗ 
lie life, thereby to withdꝛawe him from 
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his iniquitics , and to ſtirre him fo rv 

Weighing then with equall balance, 
this wonderiull liberalitie and benigni⸗ 
tie ofour Sauiour on the one ſide, and 
on the other, our ſtubboznneſſe, ingra⸗ 
titude, rebellion , and abhominationg 
committed againſt ſo mercifull 4 boun⸗ 
teous a benefactoꝛ, who will not be abas 
ſhed and appalled thereat? who will not 
rent his cloathes? whole eyes Will not 
peelde ſtreames of teares: Whoſe heart 
and intrailes will not bee conſumed in 
fixhes? who wil not call all creatures to 
reuenge and to wꝛecke their wzath vps 
on a caitiffe ſv ingratefull and rebel 
ous? | 


The Argument. 


In the fourth conſideration, a Chritti 
an ſhould conſider the contempt and iniun 
he hath done to God by his offences: eſtee- 
ming more, and preferring earthly roſe 
before bis diuine Maieſtie. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. VI. 


— farther , the deſpight and 
great wꝛong p is done vnto God 

thꝛough ſinne, foꝛ that ſo oft as we 
offenv,the iudgement and pꝛactiſe there⸗ 
ofdoth ſtill paſſe into our hearts, wea- 
keneth the vnderſtanding, whereby we 
banthh all feare of tranſgreſſion, noꝛ we 
fele not the weight of finne , whiche if 
it were ſet diametrically in the one part 
befoze theintereft of fin , which is ſoms 
delight, o2 gaine, oꝛ ſteppe ol dignitie, oꝛ 


ſuch like, and on the other part the dil⸗ 


pleaſure of God, whereby we leeſe vt- 
ferly God himſelfe, who is the toppe of 
our felicitie. In ſuch ſoꝛt, as though God 
were conteined in one ballance, and the 
taſte afoꝛeſaide in the other, and a man 
placed in the middeſt, deliberating and 
giuing ſentence which ſhould be reiec⸗ 
ted, deſpiſeth God, to entoy that fleeting 
delight: what greater contempt, what 
moze ignominie, what ſo great repꝛoach 
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tan there bee offered to the diuine Px 


ieſtie ol God, then to pꝛeferre and eſteem 
better of dꝛolle and filth, then of Gods 
excellencie. UWhereim we much reſem⸗ 
ble the Hebzewes, when Chaiſte and 
Barabbas being pꝛeſented befo2e them, 
to knowe which ſhould bee delinered, 
with one acco2d they rather choſe Ba- 


rabbas then Chꝛiſte. And this is ag: 


though we woulde ſay vnto God, we 


will no moze account thee foz G DD, 
but we will adoze and haue foꝛ our God 
and finall ende, our owne delightes and. 


pꝛoper gaine. Foꝛ he that ſo muche 
regardeth a delight , that he pzeferreth 
it beloꝛe the loue of God, and cſteemeth 
and accounteth it of greater pꝛice then 
God himſelfe , aſſapeth to robbe God 
of his ropall dignitie, who is the p2op 
and piller of our beatitude, beſfowing 
it vpon ſome bzickle oꝛ beaſtly pleaſure, 
whiche is as though he would bereaue 
God ok his crowne, and giue it to a 
creature. What thing can be moꝛe hoy 
rible then this: God commaunded the 
Y-auzens being ſenceleſle Creatures, 


that 
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hat they ſhould fele this defect , and 


hould wonder thereat , ſaying by the 


Pophet Ieremie , O ye Yeauens bee 


aſtomed thereat , and lefte your gates 
tacke with maruelling, fo2 my peo⸗ 
zl; haue offended mee greeuoully after 
twoſoztes ; They haue fozſalien mee 


| thefountaine of the water of life, and 


they aſſay fo aſſwage their thirſt in tins 
king puddles , which can holde no wa- 


tur. He then that conſivereth how ma⸗ 


ny thouſand times hee hath done vnto 
God the very ſame contempt and iniu⸗ 
ne, what ſhould he not tremble to haus 
committed ſo greeuous crimes 2 ſhould 
hee not wiſh that his eyes were turned 
into fountaines ol teares, to bewails 
_ and day fo great euils and exceſs 
5, 
The Argument. 


Fifthly , we ought to conſider how much 
God hateth ſinne, and for the ſame , how 
many men be ſcourged with ſundry cala- 


Wille s. 


K 5 CHAP. 


Contemplations 


CHAP. VII. 


Daſlider the execrable hatred that 
God bearcth to ſinne, which tan⸗ 
niol be compꝛehended in the vnder⸗ 
ſtanding of man, fo2 that the makceof 
ſin is confoꝛmable to the maieſtie of thy 
perſon offended. Whertoze as the great 
neſſe and omnipotencie of God is inf 
nit, ſo alſo is the malice of fin committed 
againlt hun. And farther, as the bountm 
of god is intinit, ſo he hath an mfinitha/ 
tred to wickedneſſe. And vet if thou wil 
know this geare moꝛe clearcly , and 
wilt impzint deeper in thy minde the 
hugeneſſe of this hatred, and therewih⸗ 
all wilt fixe in thy heart the feare of God 
(which is the foundation of all our a. 
uaile) marke the dꝛeadfull and bitter 
puniſhments 5 he hath executed againſt 
ſtime , and thereby ſhalt vnderſtand it 
the better, Theſe puniſhments are inn 
merable, but thou mapeſt ſet to the view 
ol thy conſideration, the moſt nofable 
amongſt them . As was the _ of 
d 
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feed extended vpon his cheefeſt An⸗ 
gl, and all his adherents : Upon the 
itt man, with all his poſteritie: Upon 
tzewhole wozld , by the generall floud ; 


Upon the flue great Cities conſumed 
with firs and Bꝛimſtone, diſcending 
tom Heauen: Upon the two ſonnes of 
Aron,Nadab and Abiu , becaule they 
would offer vp ſacrifice to God with os 
ther mens fire: Uppon Dauid , fo; his 
aulterie : Upon Saule fo; his diſobe⸗ 
dience: Upon Hely, foꝛ not chaſtening 
his Childzen ; Upon Anania and Sa- 
phira,foz their auarice : Uppon Nabu- 
chodonezer, fo2 his pꝛide: Upon Hie- 
ruſalem , Babylon, and Ninime , and 
other Citties „ which foz their diuers 
offences, were vitterly deſtroped and 
left deſolate. Conſider alſo , the ficrces 
neſſe ok hell fire , and the toꝛments 
thereof , which G O D pzonided 
{oz the reuenge of ſinne: the ſatil⸗ 
lation and puniſhment that his 
ſonne was foꝛced to endure, befo2e he 
toulde cure the guilt and griefe of 
linne , which is moze terrible then all 
| the 


; C ontemplations. 
the reſt, fo2 the wozthineſle of the pen 
ſon, vpon whom it was executed. Eu, 
ry one of theſe puniſhments , if it bes 


{canned aduiſedly, with his due cirtum 


ffances , ſhall much auaile ts aduif 


vs of the dzeadfull ſeueritie of Gods i 


ſtice, and the moztall hatred he beareth 
fo ſinne , whereby may be dꝛiuen inn 
our hearts, the dꝛead of God, and dolour 
of ſinne. - 


He thereloꝛe that confivereth how oft 
he hath incurred this ſo hapnous indig 
nation of God , ſhall it not be requiſite 
that hee ſhꝛinke and ſhiuer thereat, am 
that hee with fo2 a ſea of ſozrowſfult 
fobbes and teares, to quench therewith 


the furte and flame of Gods hideons | 


hatred enkindled againſt him? A man 
therefoze meditating in his minde with 
a vehement paſſion of dole , that the 
tinghtie Lo2de of hoſtes will lay vppon 
him, all the plagues befoze mentioned, 
oꝛ af the leaſt ſome part of them: lette 


him meekely pꝛoſtrate himſelfe befoze | 


the pꝛeſence of God, and beeing true⸗ 
lyhumbled inthe very bottome of his 


heart, 


0 | hearf,ſay he thus. 


my : 
* 1 
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A Prayer. 

0 Supꝛeme Creatoz of all things, Þ 

reckoning in the ſecret recoꝛds of 
my-minde „ my greeuous guilt coms 
nitted againſt thy diuine Pateſtte , do 
meruatle at my folly , yea at my mads 
nelle, weighing how benigne and migh⸗ 
tiea patron J haue abandoned. A acs 
culeand curſe my ingratitude , ſeeing 
that lrom ſuch libertie, J am come to ſg 
wetehed thꝛaldome: 3 know not what 
fo expect oꝛ hope ſoꝛ, but hell, death, and 
deſperation- .:;- Foz the iuſtice which J 
cannot thunne „ doth gall and cruſh 
conſcience; : yet remember con- 
tranwiſe thy anfinit mercie and cles 
mencie, which by the teſtimonie ol thy 
Pꝛophet, excelleth all other woꝛkes, and 
by the which in a cortaine manner thou 
maſtereſt thy ſelfe, ſuddenly a iopfull 
ſparke of hope doth recreate my loze 
afflicted ſonle , - Foz why thould J dil⸗ 
$av2e to obtaine pardon of him, who 


_ Pꝛophets doth oft inuite ſin⸗ 
ners 
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ners fo repentance , ſaying , J wit} 


not the death of a ſinner , but rather 
his conuerſion and life. And thy one, 
ly begotten ſonne by manp Parabley 
hath manifeſted vnto vs, howe read 
thy remiſſion is to all true pemtents, 
This he ſhewed by the Jewell which 
was loft and founde againe : by the 
pꝛodigall ſonne , whole perfect image 
acknowledge to be in my ſelfe. Fo2 he 
Jam which haue w2ongfally temomy 
ced thee my moſt affectioned faith 
and hee that waſted his blond ristenſ 


ly : and following the purſuifes | 


my flechly deſires , haue fleb from iht 
pleaſant path ol thy commaundements, 
and haue fallen into the beafly bony 
dage of ſinne, and conſequently;hait 
bene oppꝛeſſed with extreame diffreſſ 
and miſerte , From whence J knew 
not who can reſtoꝛe mee home againe, 
but hee onely from whome J haue re⸗ 
ttolked, Swete Damonr, let thy mer⸗ 
cy receinue the man that humply pꝛap⸗ 
eth pardon, whom thou haſt graciouſly 
expected euen til this houre , m_— 
cal 
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wal anſe this is not due to my merittes, in 


dead of them , J offer vnto thee all ths 
tragailes and deſerts of thy dearely 
jeloned ſonne, and ail the ſoꝛrowe and 
tozmenfs that he hath ſufcercd fo2 me. 
Cherefoze , moſt merciful father, fog 
the feruent lone and pefifions of thy 
deare ſonne , foꝛgiue the faults of thy 


diſloyall vaſſall , regarde the noble ſa⸗ 


crifice offered by thy ſonne , and race 
out of thy remembꝛaunce, the dilobe⸗ 
dience of thy leaud ſeruaunt , Foz the 
ramſome that he hath payde foz my de⸗ 


luerie, ſurpaſſeth farre any my debts oz 


treſpaſſes whatſoeuer. Oh that it 
would pleaſe the to put in a papꝛe of 
balance my leaudne ſſe e thy liberalitie, 
my wickedneſſe and thy woundes, no 
doubt the peiſe of them would bee moꝛe 
weightie a great deale. Fo2 what guilt 
can bee ſo græuoug , fo2 Which ſuch 
lzrowe cannot - ſatiifie ſufficiently 2 
which.cannof bee waſhed away with 
ſuch affliction , with ſo many teares, 
and with ſuch obedience and humi⸗ 


ite „with ſuch inuincible patience, 


Conremplations 
and abone all, with ſich immeaſarghle 
toue? What crime can be ſo enoꝛmom, 
which may not bee cleanſed with that 
bloudte ſweat, pra whole flonds of bloy- 
What ſinne is there ſo execrable, which 
is not cured by Chaſtes death? Oh hey 
nenly Father, J offer here vnto thee, the 
ſelfe· ſame my Sauiour and Redeemer, 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt thy ſonne, beloued mol 
tenderly. His ſharpeſozrowes, his ago 
nies tncompzchenſible , the which thoy 
knoweft cxactly to be ſuffered fozmy de. 
fects : and in ſtead of the contrition 
which J ought to haue fo2 them, Joſfer 
vnto thee his bloudie ſweat : in ſtead il 
my keares,which J cannot ſhed becatiſ 
of the adamanticall harnefſe ol my hart, 
JF offer vnfo the, his humble and feruit 
pꝛaiers, foꝛ all my ſlouths and negligen 
ces, Foz ende: J offer vnto thee all his 
loathſome labours, and vertuous exerti 
ſes, his auſtere life, and all that he hath 
w2oucht therein, and the bitter tozmets 
that he did abide, as a wozthie ſacrifice 
ofthy diuine gloꝛie, foꝛ all the iniquities 
wherewith my whole life J haue ofen 

ded 
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wth, and fo2 the god things which 

Jhaue omitted and left vndone. Which 

leſt and — euer and euer. 


The Argument. 


.. In the ſixt conſideration , a man ſhould 
thinks vpox death the laſt magement, and 
bellpamnes. And how greenons will be the 
: | fpkration of the ſoule from the bodie , by 
meaves of death which by reaſon of ders 
ident occurring then togither, is the 
very recent of exceſſiue ſorrows & anxie- 


tel. 
CHAP. VIII. 


T® theſe conſiderafions, & wil adde 
other thꝛee, out of Saraſinus of Fer- 

mus, that is, death, iudgement, and 
he paines ofhel,which are a very necel⸗ 

#8 22 to all p we haue treated of 
„bebe. The lame Doctoz telleth vs, that 
bon that is newly conuerted,nothing 
| L is 
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| is moꝛe behouefull and requiſite; they 


Contemplations 


the meditation of death, both foz that 
it repelleth vaine delichtes , us allo be 
cauſe the pꝛactiſe thereof is of ſuch 
cilitie, as the whiche we daily views 
with cur eyes, and feele with our hands: 
pea, we may rather ſap , that our ſurell 
poztion1s with death, and that we dye 
continnaſly, hauing a bodie ſo to 

tible, that cuery houre altereth a cham 
geth his ſhape, and neuer reſteth in um 
eſtate, Like vnto à riuer that paſſeth 
with a furious and headlong conuſt, 
wheror no part tan be marked thzough 
ty; ſoꝛ it running ſwiftiy,whitcf ye note 
ene waue, ſtraight it is not the ſame 
tyat ye loked vppon befoze , but is tu 
ned into another. Man. p deuout conſ 
derations may be had cöõterning death, 
which the matter it lelfe peeldeth ſuffi 
ently to him that aduiſedly dcliberateh 
herevpon. Ok which, minding to co 
lect a fewe , J do affirme, that if then 
intende to refozmc thy life, when tho 
riſeſt in the moꝛning, perſwade thy ſelf 
ſo much as thou maieſt, that * 


— ESSERSPSSTES 


of the minde. 80 
will bee the laft day of thy life, and 
diſpoſe of thy ſoule and wozldly affaires, 
in ſuche ſoꝛt, as though in verie deeds 
thou ſhouldeſt not liue one houre lon- 
ger, and thinke not that thou deceiueſt 


thy ſelle in ſo doing, fo2 if death may 


attach? tho euerp dap, thou ſhouldeſt 
likewiſe daily attende his comming. 

And farther J ſay vnto thee, that no one 
day ot thy life ſhall paſſe without many 
negligences, vnleſſe thou doeſt entoꝛce 
thy .ſcife to beleeue that euerp of them 
is the laſte of thy life, Thinke allo 
dppon the dzeadfull ſtroke ol Death, 
which becauſe it is ſo vncertaine, ought 
to bee feared continually : And conſi⸗ 
det to howe many perilles ot death we 
are ſubiected, and thou ſhalt finde that 
they are innmnerable, as well with⸗ 
in the bodie as without, in ſo muche 
that if thou loke warilp about the, 


thou chalt perceiue Death to be payn⸗ 


ted in-cuery place, and buſineſſe. 
CThinke alio what pꝛeſſures and ago- 
nes ſhall aſſault the at the poynte of 


* 
2 To 


Contemplations 
To this confideration, it ſhall aſſiſt thy 
much, to beholde ſometimes a man dy 
ing. Marke the accidents and paine, 
full paſſions of that houre, howe his bo, 
die lyeth foꝛſaken of naturall heate, his 
ſences without fozce 02 mouing, ag 
though it were a very ſtone, the extry 
mities and vttermoſt parts ware colo 
the face is turned into the colour of 
leade, the bowles of the eyes dipped in, 
the mouth full of fome, the tongue (wo 
len, the necke winding to euerp ide. 
Tben marke alſo howe the bꝛeſt bea, 
teth and panteth, and is readie to bun 
aſunder with paine, the lippes wan 
ble we, the teethe become dumbe. Finab | 
lp, all the bodie diſſoluing il ſelle, and be 
ing fozſaken of the ſoule, with ſozrowe 
ineſtimable the man reſteth a lumpe of | 
earth. Thou perceiuing and viewing 
well ſuch perplerities in other, mai 
likewiſe repꝛeſent the ſame ſpectacle 
in thy ſelfe, imagining that the Phi 
tians haue nowe giuen thee ouer , as 
knowing the maladie to bee incurable; 
thy friendes and kinſfolkes 9 the 
edde, 


| 
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dedde, whole pꝛeſence ſhal augment the 
griele of ſhy departure. O how dꝛead⸗ 
full ſhall that ſeparation be, where welth 
thall not alſwage thy woe, but ſhall ras 
ther plunge thee deeper in the gulfe of 
talamities, neyther ſhall honours aſſiſt 
tha 2 yea thou ſhalt leaue them with 
like vehement (mart, as thou gotteſt 


| them with greedie deſire, and fo2 thy 


wonted delights , ſhalt reape the fruites 
ofamawing conſctence, Mhat then 
wilt chou do beeing bꝛought to this 
.poynt 2 What connſell wilt thou then 
take? Mo go out of thy bodie will be in⸗ 
-follerable, to abide there impoſſible, to 
delerre thy departure, cannot be graun⸗ 


led ther, neither maieſt thou returne to 
thy ſenſualldelightes, which nowe are 


ſonſleſſe togither, but knowing thy ſelfe, 
and ſcanning them moze narrowly, 


- ſhalt-bee abached at thine owne bꝛutiſh 


'behamour, and if it were poſſible, woul- 
delt flie from thy ſelfe. Shalt ſee thy ſelfe 


,"beſet with hozrible monſters , that is, 
with thine owne ſinnes, of whom whi- 
Her ſoeuer thou wandzelt , thou ſhalf 
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be purſued and hedged in, all that is pal 


ſed ſhallſceme vnto thee as the twin | 


ling of an eye, and ſhalt know the tim 
to come to be infinite. Then mapel 
thou well ſay with the Pꝛophet, The 
dolours and daungers of death hath in 
cloſed m rounde about, and the f 
rie of hell hath aſſanlfed mee. By this 
minding and meditation of death, thou 


Halt acquire many great commodities, 
Firtt, thou ſhalt be ſtirred and incenſa 
fo the ſeruice of God, the feare ol when 
is the foundation of wiſedome, and by 
ginning of true bliſſe. Endenour ther 
foze, ſo to arme and addꝛeſſe thy ſelſai 
all poynts, that thou be not vanquiſha 
by ſinne. Farther, (half viewe thin 
owne wzetchednelſe and infirmities, | 
whiche will ſerue as a cozzie fo qua 
liſie the ſwelling rancoz of pꝛide, an 
to eſtabliſh humilitie, the very queen 
and guide of all other vertaes. an 
ſhalt eaſily retec hatefull auarice, a 
groedte gaping fo2 earthly vanities, 
Foꝛ ths memoꝛie of death, cauſeth th | 
to knowe , that none ol theſe things: | 
cal 
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tan be called thine,which thou canſt not 
carry with ther out of this woꝛld. And 
thou cõtinuing in this exerciſe, vnwares 
thy dꝛead ſhall be turned into deſire, and 
death ſhall not ſrem ſo terrible vnto thee, 
ſuꝛ that it depꝛiueth ther of thy teinpoꝛall 
lile, as delightful and acceptable, becauſe 
it gineth ende to io many greefes and 
miſeries, and giueth enterance to life 
and light eternall. And thou ſhalt pers 
teiue howe little cauſe thou haddeſt to 
complaine, 02 to be ſozte, weighing that 
whileſt thy bodie doth periſhe and con⸗ 
ſume in che graue, thy ſoule liueth blil⸗ 
fully in heauen, with a firme beleefe to 
riſe againe at the laſt day to life euerla⸗ 
ſing, 

The Argument. 

In the ſeuenth conſideration , on ght to 
be premenitated how ſeuere and rigorous 
Chriſt will be at the day of indgement:for 
that his countenance will then declare to 
the wicked beholders , nothing elſe but fu- 
rious wrath und reuenge, which none 
can eſcape, for there must be giuen vp 
an ꝑxact account of. all thinges done and 
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thought of in this world. 
CHAP. IX. 


E Ach man p2oueth and perteiueth 1 


himſelle by often experience, that 

his vnderſtanding, by the appz 
henſion of ſome fearfull obiect oz weigh 
tie conſideration , retireth and concheth 
cloſely within it felfe , and foz that in. 
ſtant, repelleth eaſily all other idle ima 
ginations. Fo2 which cauſe, it is moſt 
pꝛoſitable counſaple, that a ſinner at 
his firſt conuerſion exerciſe himſelle e 
riouſly in ſuch cogitations, fo2 that iy 


this meanes, peeuiſh fanſics, ſometinn 


thꝛough dꝛead, ſometime thꝛough wa 
der, will be either bꝛideled oꝛ baniſhed 
quite. At the memozie of death, as is 
fo:efaide , hath ſuch fozce to cut off, and 
fo. reſtraine our vaine and vagraum 
thoughts: howe much moze may this 
be done by che remembꝛaunce of that 
which inſueth after death immediately, 
whiche is Gods iudgsment, and the 


paines of hell? RT” 


J . 
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-*| thoroftenthinke vpon them, ſhall be 
wagt te paſſe, that which Eccleſi- 


1 aſtickaffirmeth, Remember thy daies, 


— 


| | wherebyhee meaneth that which then 


ſhall happen vnto ther) and thou ſhalt 
neuer do amille.S, Hicrome not with⸗ 
out inſt cauſe ſatd ; Whether Jcate o2 
dine, mee thinkes ſtill J heare the 
founde of the Trumpet buzzing in my 


eures: Ariſe from death, and come to 
| youraudgement, Which howe terrible 


itallbe cannot be imagined , ſith all 
dtherterrours-o2 tragedies whatfocuer 
in tompariſon of this is nothing at all. 
Pany tunes God hath manifeſted his 
indgetnents in this wozlde , as when 
heedzowned the wozlve with the great 
aud: when hee burned Sodome and 
the Cities adiopning : when he fkroke 
Egypt with diuers dzeadfull plagues : 
whetrhe made the earth to open in the 
doſert to ſwallow vp ſinners: all which 
ludgements, beeing compared to that 
generall indgement Which ſhall be exer⸗ 
diſed in the laſt dap, are but ſhadowes, 
but ſhewes , and figures of the veritie. 
It 
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| Ifthenthou deſire to come to thy ſell] v 
1 
i 


and to gather thy wits togither wi 
the remembꝛaunce of this, - reparſent 


to thy imagination the terribleneſſe gl & 


Chꝛiſt thy iudge, whole countenang 
Call declare nothing elſe but rigam 
and reuenge, as at the firſt commin 
he ſhewed mildeneſſe altogither. Fron 
whom thau canſt not appeate to anyy 
ther, becauſe he is ſupꝛeme Judge: na 
ther canſt thou auoide his furie, by 
cauſe he is moſt puiſlant: and fo2 iin 
hee is the very fountaine and God u 
knowledge , nothing can be conceg 
led from him. And becauſe he batch 
iniquitie out of meaſure , hee willm 
ſuffer any ſinne to be vnreuenged. 

There thou mult bee accountableo 
all thy tranſgreſſions, debts, and treſ 
paſſes , whereof if the leaſt be inough 
fo put tha in extreame danger and pen 
plexitie, who can make ſatiſfaciio 
ſoꝛ ſo many debtes and-arrerages, 6 
hall bee exactcd at thy handes 2 Then 
thou ſhait bee examined how thou halt 
veſtowed thy tune, hows thou halle 
ade 
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ydered ſhy body , howe thou haſt go⸗ 
nerned thy ſences, and how thou halt 
guided thy heart , howe thon haſt an⸗ 
ſwered to the diuine inſpirations, how 
thn haſte acknowledged ſo many cur⸗ 
teſtes ,* In the which accuſation, thou 
ſhalt bes conuinced with o many wits 
nelſes, as are the creatures which thou 
haſt abuſed by finne, which then will be 
(o'ffirred to reuenge the wꝛong done 
'bnto their creats2 , that ik it were pol⸗ 
fible, thoſe which are immoꝛtall would 
dye with feare, Fo2 it ſhall be a hoꝛroꝝ 
ineſtimable, fo ſe the woꝛlde all on fire: 
the buildings and 'p:incely Pallaces 
onerthzowne and tone in peeces : the 
earth to tremble $; to viewe the ele⸗ 
ments to chaunge thep2 courſe ; the 
Dunne to bee darkened: the Mone and 
Starres to leeſe thepz light: to be⸗ 


holde the death and deſtruction of all 


creatures: the open gaping of graues: 


to heare the vopce of the terrible 


trumpe, and wofull waylings of na- 
tions: fo marke the diſcouering of 


conlciences : to regards the mon⸗ 


ſtreus 
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krous defomeddinels , and the inte 
nall furnace arkling with kuriom 


flakes. But ot all other things ſhall he 
ous flagge of the Croſſe, dittering inthy 
apze , With all the enſignes of the giv 
rious paſſion of our Sauiour: To lg 
the Judge to charge his enemies fo2thy 
making fruſtrate , yea the reitteratim 
of ſo many toꝛments as hee hath ſuffy 
red foz their redemption . Who might 
moze eaſily endure the ſmart of hel 
paines, then to fe themſelues ſo accuſed 
and accurſed ofthe Loꝛd of bountie am 
courteſte , and tobe expelled from his 
pꝛelence to perpetnal puniſhment, 


The Argument. 


In the eight confi . we ought 


| premeditare v pon the intollerable terrom 


of hell paines, which ſhall be perpetual. | 
But of al thoſe torments,the moſt yo_ 


ic the loſſe and lacke of Gods.chearefhll 


countenance, without any hope fer euer to 
Laine it againe. 


CHAP. 
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| CHAP. X. h 
At it map ſo chance, that manger 

chy might, fo? all thele conſiderati⸗ 
m, pole thoughts will not fozſake thee, 
though it muſt nerdes bee a ſounde 
lupe and a very dzowzie dꝛeame, that 
will not bee awaked with ſuch incita⸗ 
tions, Pet thou muſt not be diſcomfo2- 
ted, but howe much moze difficults 
dpariſe , fo much the moze ſtoutly 
thouſhouldeft ſtriue to atchiene thy en- 
terpziſe. Allay then whither the ſearch 
oſhell panes will bee moze behonefull 
vnto ther, concerning which, two things 
ars chiefly to be noted, that is, the vs- 
hemencie of their ſmart, and the time 
de their tontinuance. The leaſt of theſe 
is able to molliſie the moſt ſtubboꝛne 
and ſtony heart of the woꝛlde: but the 
which is not moued neither with the 
one no2 with the other, is eyther dead 
in his ſoule , 02 elſe belteueth not that 
which the Chꝛiſtian faith ſheweth. 

Foz though the greatnefſe of hell to2- 
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| * cannot bee imagined noz expzel- 


ſed, 
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fed with mot iuſt frare. + JI 

tuſtame thy ſeite to fuch exerciſes ; 

doeſt perſeuer therin,in thozt ix i 
chalt become a newe man, fozbyHe 

meditations thy minde Haney 

to deſpiſe the woꝛld, to ſhun it 

—ů —— 
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led and affrighted vehemently, vet hayly |. 

patience a while j thy colde feareſhy ba | 

be qualified andfermpered with thehy 1 1 
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